
Inspired to Write



Welcome 
Welcome to the spring edition of Inspired to Write! As you 

will see when you delve in to the pages of this term’s 

magnificent selection of work, the children have worked 

incredibly hard to develop their writing. Much of this 

edition’s work was inspired by the excellent texts that 

classes have been reading which, I’m sure you will agree, 

have sparked some truly imaginative pieces! From bears in 

space and Owls with nyctophobia (fear of the dark!) to an 

island that didn’t exist, the children have been on an epic 

learning journey this term!

As always, thank you to the children for their hard work 

and their teachers for helping to create this celebration of 

writing. I hope you enjoy reading the children’s work ☺

Mrs Stirling-Wood



In F2 this half term we have been learning 
all about what’s beyond the sky! We have 

loved reading the stories Aliens Love 
Underpants and Whatever Next!

The children wrote postcards from 
space inspired by the story 

Whatever Next!

Jax (above) wrote a postcard all about his 
adventure to the moon in his rocket!

Cassian wrote a 
wonderful postcard to 
his Mummy  about his 
picnic with Baby Bear. 



Freddie wrote 
in a speech 
bubble to 
describe what 
the alien looked 
like.

The children have also enjoyed reading Aliens 
Love Underpants and thought of lots of 

adjectives to describe the aliens and their pants!

Mila wrote 
independent 
speech 
bubbles to 
describe what 
the aliens 
liked to wear.



This term year 1 have gone back in time with 
the Major Glad, Major Dizzy story. This has 
linked to our project work and the children 
have loved finding out about toys from the 

past. They have been writing discover stories, 
letters to Major Glad and creating their own 

time capsules in History.

The children enjoyed our visit from Partake 
Theatre in February. They learnt about the 
history of toys and played with toys from 

over 100 years ago. 



Oscar and Nicole wrote their own discover 
stories where their characters found old toys 

belonging to a relative. 
Oscar wrote about  
‘Oliver’s Discovery’.
Oliver went to Noah’s 
house and, whilst 
there, he discovered 
an old dog teddy 
under the floorboards. 
Oscar used some 
fabulous adjectives in 
his writing, describing 
the teddy he found as 
old and tatty. 

Nicole wrote about a 
curious boy called Sam 
who went to visit his 
granny and, whist there, 
he found an old tatty 
bear. When he showed it 
to granny, she was 
delighted to discover it 
was her bear from when 
she was younger!
Nicole used some 
wonderful story 
language like ‘surprised’ 
and she continues to use 
our cursive font 
beautifully. 



Oliver and Florence wrote their own discover 
stories where their characters found old toys 

belonging to a relative. 
Oliver wrote about  ‘George’s 
Discovery’. George went to his 
cousin’s house and, whilst there, 
he discovered an old truck 
outside in the garden. Oliver used 
some fabulous adjectives in his 
writing, describing the truck as 
old and rusty. He thought 
carefully about his sentence 
structure and where he needed 
capital letters and full stops.

Florence wrote about  
‘Wilber’s Discovery’.
Wilber went to his 
Grandad’s. Florence really 
thought carefully about 
her presentation and the 
extra detail that she 
wanted to include in her 
story.



Letters
Georgia wrote to Major glad about 
a party she had been to and 
remembered to use full stops and 
capitals for each sentence. She 
uses some great words to describe 
how she felt, including ‘surprised’ 
and ‘a bit shy’. 

Austin wrote to Major Glad about a 
Manchester United football match 
he had been to. He used capitals 
and full stops to punctuate his 
sentences and added more detail 
to his sentences by using the 
conjunction ‘and’.  



Letters

Georgie wrote to Major glad about 
her birthday. She really enjoyed 
her cake and blowing out the 
candles. Georgie thought carefully 
about a question for Major Glad 
as well.

Molly wrote to Major Glad about 
watching Matilda the musical. She 
talked about her favourite part of 
the film in detail. Molly tried 
extremely hard with her 
presentation in the letter as it has 
been a year 1 target.



Time Capsules 
Parker and Lilah have shown 
super progress in their writing 
when writing letters to 
accompany their time capsules. 
For the first time, they have been 
truly excited about writing and 
remembered finger spaces, full 
stops, and a capital for I.  

Parker

Lilah



Time Capsules 

Jack and Filip have remembered 
lots of features of a letter and 
they have independently written 
letters for time capsules. They 
talked about their favourite toys 
and wrote some facts about 
them.



Harry wrote about a tiger called Rexy who was afraid of 
the jungle that he lived in. He followed all the areas of the 
Tale of Fear story structure really well to create a good, 
flowing story. Harry has been working hard on improving 
his handwriting and presentation which we are really 
proud of. Take a look! 

Class 2JM/NK have been enjoying ‘The Owl 
who was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson. 
We have done so much work looking at the 
Tale of Fear including character descriptions, 
settings, using our senses to describe, and 
planning and writing our own Tale of Fears. 
The children had to pick a character and 
decide on a fear that their animal wouldn’t 
usually be scared of. We had some brilliant 
ideas and every story idea was engaging and 
unique! Have a look at just a few examples of 
our super writing. 



Sophia wrote about Fishy the Fish who was afraid 
of the deep, dark water. This story is full of description 

because of Sophia’s carefully chosen adjectives. She also included a range 
of sentences to interest the reader. Enjoy reading it too! 

Have a read of 
Jack’s Tale of Fear 
about Freddy the 
crocodile who was 
scared of the big, 
deep swamp. His 
writing is 
improving in 
presentation and 
he has used some 
great sentence 
openers. See for 
yourself! 



Class 2MM’s writing this term 
has been inspired by the book 

‘The Owl who was Afraid of 
the Dark’

The children planned, wrote 
and published their own tale 

of fear in a similar style.

Aaron wrote a tale of fear 
story about a lion who 
was afraid of the jungle. 
He also created his own 
front cover for his story.



Ralph (right) wrote a story about a 
reindeer who didn’t like the snow 
because it was too cold.

Dominic (left) wrote a story 
about an elephant who was 
afraid of swimming.



At the start of Spring the children were introduced 
to the brilliant non-fiction text ‘I wonder why the sea 

is salty’. The children used this to explore the 
features included in non-fiction.

William and Ruben used their knowledge 
of headings and subheadings to create 
some subheadings before researching 
their chosen river so they could take 

notes for their final piece of work.  



After spending time researching and collecting notes 
for their chosen river the children created their own 
non-fiction texts. Have a look at the interesting facts 
that the children have included in their final pieces. 





Towards the end of this half 
term, we have focused out writing on 

Stone Age Boy. The children have used positive 
adjectives, verbs and repetition to write these opening 
sentences. There are some examples of our art work 

also inspired by this brilliant text.



At the start of the Spring 
term we began to look at 
the non-fiction text, I 
wonder why the sea is 
salty. Amber and Ruby 
made predictions about 
what they thought the 
text may be about.

Grace and Jude used adjectives to 
describe the ocean.

Amber

Ruby

Grace

Jude



Year 3 were inspired to write an information 
page about different rivers after looking at the 
non-fiction text, I wonder why the sea is salty.

William has used 
a title, a range of 
subheadings 
and paragraphs 
in his 
information 
page about The 
Amazon River.

Grace has 
used questions 
for her  
subheadings 
and written 
paragraphs to 
answer each 
question.



Year 3 were inspired to write an information 
page about different rivers after looking at the 
non-fiction text, I wonder why the sea is salty.

Miles has 
remembered to 
include an 
interesting fact 
in this 
information 
page about the 
River Nile.

Casper has 
included a fun 
fact in his 
information 
page about The 
Amazon River.



This text has
accompanied 
our history unit, 
where Year 3 
have been 
learning about 
The Stone Age! 
Here are some
of our pieces of 
prehistoric art 
work.

Mia has 
explored the 
use of 
positive 
adjectives, 
verbs and 
repetition 
and used 
these in his 
own writing.

This half term, we have begun to look in detail at 
the text ‘The Stone Age Boy’. This text has 

inspired some slow, detailed writes.



In Year 4, we have been 
exploring poetry by the 

author, Paul Cookson, and 
the features we can include 

when producing an 
entertaining, enthralling 

poem!

We have developed 
performance our skills 
and confidence 
through rehearsing 
and performing a 
range of poems with 
actions! Next, we used 
the poems to inspire 
our own writing. 

In Indie’s poem, you 
can see how she has 
used a wide range of 
similes to describe the 
mysterious creature in 
her version of ‘It Came 
From Outer Space’. 



As a class, we were 
also inspired the poem 
‘Who Was It?’. This 
style of poetry got the 
readers thinking 
through its use of 
rhetorical questions 
and quirky places 
objects were placed.

Jack

Here is a great 
example of how Mike
used the title poem 
‘There’s a Crocodile in 
my House!’ to 
generate his own fast-
paced poem about an 
animal of his choice, a 
tiger!

Mike



During the first half of spring term, we 
have used ‘There’s a crocodile in the 

House’ by Paul Cookson for inspiration to 
write our own poetry. We began writing 

collaboratively before children started to 
write and perform their own pieces of 

fabulously written poetry. 

In this piece of work 
the children had so 
much to think about. 
We asked them to 
include: repetition, 
rhyme and they had 
to count the syllables 
in each line to make 
corresponding lines 
the same. This was a 
collaboration between 
four children: Katie, 
Bear, Phoebe and 
Malachy but hand-
written by Katie.



To be successful in writing this poem the 
children were asked to ensure each stanza 

was four lines long, the last word on line two 
and three had to rhyme and they had to 
carefully count the syllables in each line. 

Everyone  worked hard on all these aspects to 
create the next three pieces of work. 

Jack



Mia

Sophia



In this piece of 
work the grammar 

taught was 
apostrophes for 
possession. Isla
and Elyssa both 

demonstrate great 
use of these. The 

poem itself had to 
include repetition 
but no rhyming!

Isla

Elyssa



Year 5 have had a brilliant and creative term full of 
fantastic writing!

First of all, we started by reading the book ‘The Island that 
Didn’t Exist’ by Joe Wilson. It was about a boy that was left an 
unusual gift from his Great Uncle in his will. He was given an 
island! He went to discover this mysterious island and what 

he finds there just may be the key to the future of the planet! 

We enjoyed the book and we were lucky enough to have a 
visit from the author, Joe Wilson, who spoke to us about the 

book, read a chapter and ran a creative sessions with the 
class about their own island. It was fantastic! He signed 

copies of the books for the children!

For the last part of the term, we have focussed on 
poetry! We learned about a poet called John Lyons 
and his book called ‘Dancing in the rain’ which is a 

book containing poems about his childhood Trinidad 
and Tobago. From his poems, we learned all about 

the structure of poems, description, personification, 
similes and poetic licence.

The children enjoyed listening to John performing his 
poems and they also enjoyed performing them 

themselves!



For the unit based on ‘The island that didn’t exist’. we 
had a focus on descriptive language, using dialogue within 

our stories and creating detailed sentences with use of conjunctions and 
relative clauses. The children had to write their own story about a mysterious 

gift they were left and mysterious item left on it. 

Rupert (right) wrote a very creative 
story about a mysterious island made 
out of Lego and his character, Joy, 
had a great adventure but it had many 
twists and turns! 
He included some fantastic description 
and used subordinate conjunctions to 
include more detail. He has been 
working hard on his handwriting and 
we can see a huge improvement.

Charlie (left) also wrote a fascinating 
adventure for his character, Bailey, 
who was given an island and he met a 
monster!!! But it wasn't your ordinary 
monster! It had some great twists in 
the story and humour which gets you 
laughing. 

Here are the first two chapters of his 
story to get you hooked in! His use of 
dialogue was amazing which also 
moved is story on to new events and 
he superbly used fronted adverbials to 
build cohesion in his story.



At the end of the poetry unit inspired by ‘Dancing in 
the Rain’, the children had to write their own poem 

about a special memory to them.

Finleigh wrote a fantastic poem 
about his time in Foundation at 
Berry Hill. He wrote about the 
‘Weekend Teddy Bear’! His poem 
was structure and presented 
beautifully, contained repetition and 
had similes. Reading this poem, you 
can see why it is so special to him.

This was a lovely poem containing 
lots of humour by Nathaniel which 
was about his dog and all the fun 
times he has with it. This is also 
structured well with description and 
has some parenthesis! Repetition is 
used really well in this poem too. 
Another fantastic read with some 
lovely illustrations. 



5HB have spent the spring term 
looking at the poet John Lyons.  We 

chose to explore his book ‘Dancing in the Rain’. From this 
book, we were inspired by his poem ‘Granny’s Sugar cake’ 
which retold one of his favourite childhood memories. 

After reading John’s poem about his Gran, Julian 
(left) was inspired to create this beautiful poem 
about his own great grandmother. This poem 
shows Julian’s affection and love towards her. 
Julian has ensured he’s used his best handwriting 
when creating his poem.  

Ella (above) reminisced to her trip 
to Lego-land. She used repetition 
and rhyme to make this poem so 

enjoyable. 

Charlotte (right) 
also decided to 
write about a 
family memory. 
She used poetry 
to express her 
excitement to see 
her two cousins. 
Her use of 
repetition really 
engages the 
reader and 
allows us to 
follow along with 
her. 



Many of the children decided to write their poems 
trips or holidays they have been experienced. 

Tierney (above) wrote all about her 
trip to Gran Canaria. She decided to 

focus on the aspect of rhyming in 
her poem, doing this allows the 

poem to flow beautifully. 

Similarly, Devon (top left) created her own poem 
titled ‘Dreaming in Disneyland’. She has used 
repetition throughout the poem to convey her 
excitement about being at Disneyland and seeing 
the castle. 

Rhys’ poem (bottom left) talks about a favourite 
holiday of his, Tenerife. The use of repetition 
allows us to feel Rhys’ excitement about being 
away. 



Noah (right) has written his poem about 
Christmas Day. During his poem, Noah uses 
rhyme to help the reader feel his enjoyment 

for Christmas Day. He has been working 
incredibly hard on his handwriting to ensure 

his presentation is beautiful. 

Megan (below) was truly inspired by John’s 
poem ‘Granny’s Sugarcake’. Megan’s 

memory is about baking an apple crumble 
with her grandma Megan decided to end 

each stanza with ‘tasty crumble, tasty 
crumble’, this repetition emphasised her 

feelings towards this lovely crumble. 

Ben (above) decided to use Lyon’s poem 
as inspiration for his poem about his dog, 
Slinky. Unlike John’s poem, Ben decided 
to focus on ensuring every line rhymed. 

What a great poem! 



6AA have covered different types of writing 
inspired by our current book, ‘Holes’. 

Max (above) displayed how different characters would 
speak and show their character through their actions.

Isabel has written a letter as the main character of the book, Stanley. She has 
included some descriptive language, and has edited her own work.



Annabelle (right)chose 
some fantastic language to 
describe the painful mental 
and physical process of 
digging a hole. 

Leah (left) retold a part of the story from 
the book, conveying the sense of 
urgency. Her passage contained some 
meaningful direct speech and well-
selected fronted adverbials. 

Edward (right) described the main 
character in the book (Stanley). He has 
captured the unbearable heat and 
difficult working conditions in his writing. 
Take a look!



Grace L

Ethan 

Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed reading Holes this term! 
The book tells the story of a boy, Stanley, who is 
wrongfully convicted of stealing a pair of trainers and 
finds himself in a juvenile detention centre. Every day, he 
has to dig a hole in the desert that measures 5 foot in 
every direction. The writing chosen for this edition of 
Inspired to Write is all based around this brilliant novel.

Grace has written an effective 
character description here, using a 
range of interesting phrases to 
bring her character to life. Her 
writing is varied and, as you can 
see from this piece, she has made 
a conscious effort to show the 
reader what Stanley is like.

I love this paragraph that Ethan 
wrote in his retell. He has drawn on 
the language style of the author 
and writes with real sass! He’s even 
edited his work so that it reads 
more clearly and has a greater 
impact on the reader. 



Lucas 

Ann 

In this piece, Lucas has thought 
carefully about how he can show a 
theme in his writing. He’s made 
frequent references to the heat in 
the desert, which helps the reader 
to see that it is a constant feature 
of the place. What a brilliant use of 
sarcasm – about Camp Green Lake 
being ‘green’, too!

Ann has written such a strong 
character description. Her 
careful use of vocabulary, such 
as oversized and once-white, 
help to create sympathy for 
the character as well as giving 
us a clear idea of what he looks 
like. This piece of writing truly 
feels like she is no rush, which 
fits perfectly with the style of 
the author!



Kristina  

Sienna 

Sienna has shown 
character brilliantly 
through her short 
dialogue. She has 
used different 
language when the 
boys are speaking 
compared to the 
Warden and little 
additions like Mr Sir 
clearing his throat 
before speaking add 
a layer of realism.

What a 
considered piece 
of writing this is 
from Kristina! Her 
character comes 
to life on the page 
through her use 
of extra 
information and 
specific verbs, like 
dragged and 
slouched. She 
varies her 
sentence 
structures as well, 
which help to 
make her writing 
flow beautifully. 



Inspired to Write

…and we hope you enjoyed seeing 
the children’s hard work!
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