
Inspired to Write



Welcome 
Welcome to the first edition of Inspired to Write of the 

year! It has been a fun-filled term at Berry Hill, and the 

children have produced some excellent pieces of writing. It 

is always a pleasure to read the pieces selected by 

teachers – and I can certainly see why every single one of 

this term’s entries has been chosen.  

As you will see when you read this edition, the children 

have been inspired to write by the exciting texts in class 

and wider curriculum subjects.

I hope you enjoy reading the children’s work ☺

Mrs Stirling-Wood



In F2 we have been reading Owl Babies 
and the Little Red Hen. We have learnt to 

re-tell the story and discuss the 
characters in these books. 

Charlotte has 
been writing 

speech bubbles for 
the Owl Babies 

characters.



In F2 we have been reading Owl Babies 
and the Little Red Hen. We have learnt to 

re-tell the story and discuss the 
characters in these books. 

Charlotte (right) has been 
writing speech bubbles for the 

Owl Babies characters.

Enzo (above) has labelled the 
parts of an owl.



The children enjoyed the story of 
The Little Red Hen.

Alex has written a speech bubble 
for the main character, the Hen, in 

the story of the Little Red Hen.



This term, Year 1 have been looking at different 
poems by James Carter. They really enjoyed 

learning the poems and listening to the author 
read his work. The children loved the poem 

Zim Zam Zoom so much that they even made 
their own rockets! 

Adri and Francesca were inspired by the story ‘The 
Last Wolf’ so much that they created their own 
hunting story. The children created their own 

character that went hunting for a rare animal. We 
love their happy endings! They thought a lot about 

their sentence structures and improved as the story 
moved on.



Annabelle and Hannah created their own 
hunting story based on ‘The Last Wolf’.  

Annabelle  wrote about ‘The Last Snake’ 
and Hannah wrote about a girl called 

Nicole and the Last Snail.  

The children used great story 
starters to open and time 

language throughout. They 
both wrote happy endings 

where the characters became 
friends and played together. 



The year 1 children invented 
recipes for the characters in 

the mud kitchen during Forest 
School. They then turned 
these into written recipes.

The Last Wolf



Recipes for the Hungry Characters

Ewan
created a 
recipe for 
the Lynx.

If you fancy 
making 

‘Meat Pizza’, 
gather the 
ingredients 
and follow 

all the steps!

Oscar chose 
to make the 

Lynx a ‘Worm 
Pizza’. 

You will need 
to gather 
worm and 

spider blood 
to make this 
tasty recipe!



The children created 
some interesting recipes 

for the characters in 
Forest School.



Poppy and Rupert
thought about the 
animals in ‘The Last 
Wolf’ and thought 
they needed some 
animal food. They 
thought carefully 
about what the 
animals might want to 
eat and decided to 
create their own 
creative recipe. They 
created a list for their 
equipment and 
ingredients and then 
considered the 
method to make their 
recipes. They even 
thought of a top tip!



We have been looking at the book Meerkat 
Mail by Emily Gravett about a meerkat 

called Sunny and the journey he goes on 
to fit in with others around him. This 

culminated in us planning and writing our 
own journey tales, but this time using a 
cold weather setting, where we thought 

about our character, problem and 
resolution within a cold environment. 

Muhammad’s cold setting journey tale 
featured Arty the Arctic Fox. He included 
lots of adjectives and conjunctions to 
extend his sentences and make them 
interesting to read. 



More recently, our non-fiction work has led 
to us drawing a meerkat, looking carefully 
at their features and completing top trump 

cards with all the facts we have learnt. 

Paige wrote a top 
trumps card about a 
meerkat and included 
lots of interesting facts. 
Have a look to learn 
some more!



Here is Harper’s plan of 
her very own non-fiction 
fact file. She has chosen 

her own sub-headings and 
researched the 

information to include in 
her fact file. 

We now know so much about meerkats that 
we were invited to write a meerkat fact book! 
Here’s the letter that Year 2 received from the 

African Wildlife Foundation, inviting us to 
share our knowledge:

The children were 
excited to get 

started as soon as 
we read the letter!



This term, children in Miss 
McIntyre’s class have been 
inspired by the story Meerkat 
mail. 

Joshua thought carefully 
about adjectives he could 
use to describe the main 
character, Sunny. 

Niya used past tense verbs 
to write a diary in role as 
Sunny,



Jacob researched 
meerkats and 
completed a fact 
file about them to 
show what he had 
found out.

Abigail and Rio used 
their research notes to 
write sentences to show 
what they had learnt
about meerkats.



Sophia wrote a 
super introduction 
for her information 
page about 
meerkats.

The children were excited to 
receive a letter from the African 
Wildlife Federation asking them 
to create a meerkat fact book.

Olivia created a brainstorm 
to note down ideas of what 
she wanted to include in her 
information page.



We started the year by looking at fiction 
texts and used the fantastic Billy and The 
Minpins as our model text. We focused on 

the grammatical features as well as 
creating character and setting 

descriptions before writing our own 
stories.  

Ellie and Zak used expanded noun 
phrases in their writing to describe 

The Gruncher. 



Throughout this story the children made 
some fantastic predictions. They 

particularly enjoyed predicting if Billy 
would be able to help make the Forest of 
Sin a safe place again and how he would 
get back home. When Billy made it home 

safely, the children wrote Billy a thank 
you card. 

Lemonie

Emme 

William  



The children have enjoyed learning about the 
Romans and have used the text ‘What the 

Romans did for us’ to research how the Roman 
invasion changed Britain. The children used their 
research to create their own non-chronological 

report. They remembered to included all the 
features including titles, subheadings, paragraphs 

and pictures. 

Poppy was inspired to continue 
with her research about 

Romans at home and included 
information about Roman 
baths and the toys which 

Roman children played with. 

Ruben (above) worked hard to research the 
Roman baths and included this informative 

paragraph into his report. 

Josh H (above) worked 
particularly hard to ensure 

he used questions for his 
subheadings. 



Class 6 have been writing poetry 
inspired by ‘The Owl and the Pussy 

Cat’ which you can see proudly 
displayed in our classroom. 

We rehearsed our poems aloud 
using rhythm and counting 

syllables to make sure the patterns 
were right. 

At the beginning of the year, year 3 started thinking 
about writing stories inspired Billy and the Minpins. We 
looked at the different grammatical features of the text, 

the characters, setting and storyline before creating 
our own stories.

Eden and Taygan have described The 
Gruncher and used expanded noun 

phrases in their writing.

The children really enjoyed the story about Billy, The 
Minpins and the Gruncher and were so relieved when Billy 
saved the Minpins that they wrote him Thankyou cards.

Myah
Grace Rosie



Year 3 have enjoyed learning about the Romans and 
have used the text ‘What did the Romans do’ to 

research and write their own chronological report and 
then created a double page spread. They remembered 

to include all the features needed including titles, 
subheadings, paragraphs and detailed pictures.

You can see some fabulous 
examples of this on the next page.



Sofiya was inspired to 
write about Romans 
and included 
information about food 
and the Roman Army.

Nathan worked 
particularly hard on 
not only his research 
but his overall 
presentation too. He 
was very proud of his 
report.

Casper
researched the 
Romans using a 
range of sources 
and remembered 
to include the 
features that we 
have been 
learning about.



Class 6 have been writing poetry inspired by ‘The Owl and the Pussy Cat’ which you can see proudly displayed in our 
classroom. We rehearsed our poems aloud using rhythm and counting syllables to make sure the patterns were 

right. 

4AT have been writing narrative stories inspired 
by ‘Skeleton Keys – The Unimaginary Friend’. We 

carefully planned our story using the key 
ingredients needed to create an exciting tale. 

Once we had completed our texts, we took them to Early Years so 
that we could share our writing with our audience by spending time 

reading aloud to them. 

Zack has used a variety of 
sentence openers and 
different sentence types 
to ensure his story is 
interesting and flows well.

He has also included 
‘dazzling’ adjectives that 
build a clear picture in the 
reader’s mind.



Niamh has humour 
and speech to hook the 
reader from the very 
beginning of the story. 
A great use of speech 
punctuation and the 
word ‘said’ is nowhere 
to be seen. She has 
also gone back and 
edited her work to 
make it even better 
than her original!

Lucas has included 
many of the key 
ingredients needed 
when writing a great 
story.

His ideas are clearly 
organised into 
paragraphs that are 
full of ‘rusty, dusty’ 
description and 
cohesive language 
that makes the story 
an exciting read.



George (above) has used his imagination 
to design an IF that means something to 
him.  Carefully choosing his vocabulary 
has helped George to create some 
fantastic expanded noun phrases.

Harper (right) has been working hard to 
use similes in her writing to give the 
reader more information about the 
character. This makes for a much more 
interesting read.

In our writing, we’ve been inspired by the 
amazing book, ‘Skeleton Keys: The Unimaginary
Friend’. Ben’s imaginary friend comes to life…but 

that’s not the only surprise in store for him! This was 
a fantastic read which the children loved. Here are a 

few examples of the imaginary friends class 4LD 
created ready for their own story based on the novel.



Using a range of fronted adverbials 
punctuated with commas, the boys 
have explained how Ben moved and 
what he saw - the mysterious 
message left on his bedroom wall.

Using similes to describe the 
playground scene has really 
brought the characters to life. I was 
particularly impressed with the 
comparison of Nutella and a cloud.



Finally, here are a 
selection of short 

stories. These were 
written in the final 

weeks of year 3 for 
a competition, and 
the winning stories 
were published by 

Young Writers. 

Daisy 

Bella 

Bear 

Alicja

Sam 



AA

After reading the ‘Jamie Drake Equation’, the class 
were inspired to write their own alien encounter. 
Phoebe wrote a brilliant narrative about Karma 
meeting an alien through her VR and it helped 
with a family matter. She used some amazing 

expanded noun phrases and used subordinating 
conjunctions. Her use of speech was brilliant too.  



Alyssa loved the Mythical Creature of the Kraken. She learned to 
write some very detailed expanded noun phrases about the 

deadly creature. After, she then created a story about how the 
vicious Kraken attacked some pirates! 



Didn’t you hear? There was a Mermaid sighting! Freya wrote a 
fantastic newspaper article on the rare sighting of the mythical 

creature: the Mermaid! It was a close one for Eric and Chad who 
nearly met their doom! A detailed article with plenty of conjunctions 

to add detail. It was all in past tense and had a great headline!



Isabella and Sebastian created some fantastic posters to make 
people aware of the devastation we are causing our planet. With 
their posters, hopefully people will realise we need to change our 
actions to save the Earth! They both had lovely presentation with 

excellent and serious information. 



Class 5HB have spent the second half of the 
Autumn term focusing on the ‘Top 10 Worst 

Murderous Mythical Creatures that you 
wouldn’t want to meet’. We have been 

inspired to write a variety of different texts 
including descriptive passages about deadly 

mermaids and the fierce Kraken. 

Charlie (left) and Poppy (right) have shown off their narrative 
skills with this structure strip about the Kraken! They have used a 

variety of expanded noun phrases to set the scene and create 
the perfect setting for the fierce Kraken to strike. 



Abdullah created a humorous job 
description about being the best 

Vampire in town! His use of parenthesis 
adds extra detail and shows off a new 

skill he’s learnt this year.  

Just like Abdullah, 
Tierney was captivated 
by The Vampire. Her job 

description uses 
parenthesis to ensure 

her instructions are 
clear. No point trying to 
apply for this job if you

don’t meet this very 
specific description! 

Devon created a job advertisement 
to be the best vampire in town. 

Devon has included both an 
expanded noun phrase and some 
parentheses, a skill we have been 

practicing  this term. 



Class 6AA have been inspired by ‘Darwin’s 
Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin, which has been 
our main book this term. The story tells the 
tale of Darwin’s assistant, Syms Covington 
and the adventure he finds himself in when 

he becomes stranded on one of the 
Galapagos Islands. On his adventures, he 

meets a friendly lizard called ‘Farthing’ and
heroically saves a clutch of golden eggs from 

an erupting volcano.

Monika used some great description to 
set the scene for the reader. 

Isabel showed 
that she could 
punctuate direct 
speech 
accurately. She 
has used a range 
of synonyms for 
‘said’ effectively.



Ellie was able make each line of dialogue 
distinctive to each character so the reader would already 

know who is talking before the speech comes to an end. She has 
created clear styles for each speaker and showed characterisation 

beautifully with the details between dialogue.

Sophie is working extremely hard to use ambitious punctuation in 
her work. She explains her ideas well and brings the characters’ 

pasts into her final chapter effectively. 



Some of the children’s best writing this term has 
been inspired by Darwin’s Dragons. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed reading the story and, just

before we read to the very end, they wrote their 
own imaginative endings. As the book does, all of 

these tales take place 25 years later…

Ibrahim has taken his time to craft this setting description. His use 
of language is beautiful, really making the reader feel as if they 

were sat looking at the island with him. 



In this story opener, Ellie has used a variety of 
sentence openers effectively. Her writing slows the 

reader down and creates anticipation for what comes next. An 
excellent example of detailed description and cohesion.

Louis has also crafted an engaging opening for his story. His 
choice of language is beautiful and shows real thought about the 
reader. What a brilliant way to start the final chapter: with a trip 

down memory lane. 



Inspired to Write

…and we hope you enjoyed seeing 
the children’s hard work!
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