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Welcome 
Welcome to the final edition of Inspired to Write for this 
academic year - and what a packed edition it is! Our 
children have produced such excellent writing this term and 
have truly been inspired by what they have been learning. 

As you read on, you will find all manner of writing: postcards 
to a book character; detailed, informative non-fiction texts; 
writing inspired by a visit to a stone age site; spooky stories 
to keep you awake at night; and even biographies of some 
familiar faces! And that’s not to mention the exciting fiction 
texts that have also been taught, like the one about the 
shrinking magical house… or the one about a man who lives 
in a tin forest… or the one about a girl who steals an 
elephant…

It is always a pleasure to read the children’s writing, and this
edition is no exception. All of the children who have been 
published in this summer edition should be incredibly proud 
of themselves. 

I hope you enjoy reading the children’s work ☺

Mrs Stirling-Wood



Last year, we saw the 
successful launch of the book 
wishlist scheme in association 

with The Wonderland bookshop. 
In total, almost £500 was 

donated and so many new and 
exciting books found their way 

in the hands of our readers.

Thank you to everyone who has 
already kindly donated towards 

this scheme. 

If you would like to donate a 
book to school, or make a 

donation towards a book, we 
would be most grateful!

To take part, please visit 
https://wonderlandbooks

hop.co.uk/berry-hill-
primary-school-wish-

list/ or scan the QR code.

https://wonderlandbookshop.co.uk/berry-hill-primary-school-wish-list/


This term year 1 have gone back in 
time with the Major Glad, Major Dizzy 

story. This has linked to our project 
work and the children have loved 

finding out about toys from the past. 
They have been writing discover 

stories, letters and have created a 
non-fiction page all about toys.

The year 1 children have 
loved our summer term story 
which is about the legend of 
Black Rock. It has inspired 
the children to write stories 
with mysterious islands, 
caves and forests in them. 
There characters have gone 
on adventures and 
uncovered secrets.

We created postcards of their mysterious 
settings and wrote them to Erin, the 
character in the story. 

Finally we learnt about sea animals 
using the non-fiction text  ‘The Book 
of The Big Blue’. We learnt lots of 
fascinating facts and created our 
own non-fiction pages. 



This term year 1 have gone back in 
time with the Major Glad, Major Dizzy 

story. This has linked to our project 
work and the children have loved 

finding out about toys from the past. 
They have been writing discover 

stories, letters and have created a 
non-fiction page all about toys.

Evie wrote ‘The Secret of Jagged 
Cliffs’, a lovely story that includes a 
build up, great story language like 
‘beautiful, sunny day’, and adjectives. 
She uses capitals for names and she 
even uses an exclamation mark 
correctly at the end a sentence.  

Mila wrote ‘The Secret of 
Volcano Island’, a story about 
a curious girl called Olivia. She 
has joined her writing, used 
conjunctions and some great 
story language.



Alfie was inspired by 
Black Rock. He crated his 
own Island called Spiky 
Island that helped his 
character, Sam, get back 
home.

Abigail has tried really 
hard to describe her 
new setting. She even 
included a simile!

Junia tried really hard 
to create a story with a 
beginning, middle and a 
happy ending.



Muhammed writes to 
Erin to tell her how he 
feels scared and asks her 
a question using a 
question mark correctly. 

Ayda writes from Forest Island to tell Erin she is really 
scared and asks her to please help her! 



Paige had a great time 
describing her setting at 
Ice Mountain! She has 
tried really hard to write 
in first person and 
include feelings!

Ava has been trying 
really hard with her 
joined up cursive 
handwriting and 
thinking about her 
senses when writing a 
description! 



Aaron has 
drawn 

animals and 
labelled them. 
He has used 

capital letters 
and full stops 

for ALL his 
sentences.

Saliha has 
some fabulous 

facts in her 
writing about 
the different 
sea animals. 

She has asked 
questions, used 

exclamation 
marks and 

conjunctions.  



Finn has researched seahorses and thought carefully about the 
facts he wanted to write.

Niya has thought carefully about her questions about sharks.



This term year 1 have gone back in 
time with the Major Glad, Major Dizzy 

story. This has linked to our project 
work and the children have loved 

finding out about toys from the past. 
They have been writing discover 

stories, letters and have created a 
non-fiction page all about toys.

This term Year 2 have begun to 
predict what may happen next in a 
story. They have used their senses to 
help them describe and also thought 
carefully about using expanded noun 
phrases in their writing.

Irina (right)  has 
predicted what may 
happen next and has 
drawn an image 
complete with an 
explanation.

Rosie (left) has imagined 
she is the character and 
used her senses to 
describe the scene



Whilst looking at non-fiction texts class 6 
researched the various features that all 
non-fiction texts have and then located 
them, giving a detailed explanation of each. 
They then looked at the information and 
used this to learn about ‘Being kind to the 
World’.

William and Eden wrote 
command sentences 
using imperative verbs 
and conjunctions to 
suggest ways of looking 
after the planet.

Jack has looked carefully at the 
front cover and described what 
he can see.



Class 6 read the preface of the text 
‘The Lost Words’ and began to 
imagine what may lie between the 
pages. Using their knowledge so far 
they drew detailed picture of what 
they had imagined in their mind’s 
eye.

AnnaliseJoshua Ha

Isla



Class 7 have been studying ‘The Tin Forest’ by 
Helen Ward which is a wishing tale. The main 

character is an old man who lives in the 
middle of nowhere in a tin forest with no 

colour. He dreams of a jungle full of colour, 
plants and animals. The children have 

visualized what the setting would look like, put 
themselves in the role of the old man to 

understand how he feels and done lots of 
work on vocabulary during this topic. Have a 

look at just a few examples of our own 
wishing tales. 

Myah wrote about a 
lonely girl who wishes to 
have a dog, friends and 
family. Myah has used 
lots of great descriptive 
vocabulary in her 
wishing tale, especially 
in the opening of her 
story.  Have a look if the 
girl’s wish came true!



Charlie B had a polar bear 
called Jack who wished for a 
better world to live in. Charlie 
included conjunctions to extend 
his sentences and joined all his 
letters. Read on to find out if 
Jack’s wish came true!

Dylan’s wishing tale had a diver 
who wanted a sandcastle with 
a flag at the top. He included 
some excellent adjectives 
throughout and thought 
carefully about the structure of 
his story. Have a read. 



The children in class 8 have enjoyed 
reading  the non-fiction text ‘What 
the Romans did for us’ to find out 
how the Roman invasion changed 

Britain. We have done a lot of work 
to create our own subheadings for 

a range of paragraphs. 

Mia and Ellis
have worked 
really hard to 

create 
subheadings 

and they have 
both ensured 

that they have 
underlined 

them neatly. 
Mia 

Ellis



We have used the fantastic The Great 
Chocoplot as a model text in year 3. 

This has inspired the children to write 
some amazing stories. 

Marissa and Max
have included 

inverted commas 
and punctuation for 

speech.

Marissa

Max



Have a look at two of the stories which the children created. 

The children have enjoyed creating their 
own mini saga stories. Their stories followed 

the plot line of travelling back in time. Have a look at two of 
the stories which the children created. 

Bear and Zack
worked incredibly 
hard to include a 

range of expanded 
noun phrases in 

their stories.

Bear

Zack 



‘What the Romans did for us,’ has been 
a massive hit in class 9! The book has 
helped the children learn about the 
features of a non-fiction text including 
the importance of headings, sub-
headings, layout and paragraphs. 

Eryn’s final piece of work 
was very creative and 
eye-catching with 
colourful headings and 
beautifully joined 
handwriting.

Each paragraph has a 
relevant heading which 
stands out from the text 
and she cleverly used 
alliteration in her title to 
make this sound more 
interesting.



George worked 
tremendously hard 
to get his non-fiction 
text just right. He 
thought about his 
headings to ensure 
they were relevant. 
His vocabulary was 
carefully chosen 
and he used a 
variety of sentence 
openers to interest 
the reader. 

George

This is a small section of Isla’s
piece of non-fiction writing 
which gives us lots of detail 
about Roman roads. She has 
been working hard on her 
presentation and extending 
her sentences using 
conjunctions. This piece of 
work shows her progression 
over the last year.

Isla



Class 9 have been using  their creativity in 
English to write a mini saga which is a story 

told in up to 100 words. As soon as 
we spotted the competition, we 
knew we had to enter because it 
lends perfectly to our history 
project. The children were given the 
freedom to explore people, places 

and events throughout history. 

Here’s Sadie’s writing titled, Mia meets Caesar.



Bella

Mason

More competition entries…..

Mason used his creativity to come up with this adventurous piece 
of writing. I love how he edited his work carefully to use different 
sentence openers in his writing to make it more interesting.

Bella has 
worked terribly 
hard on her 
competition 
piece and 
included many 
features of 
fiction writing 
along with the 
knowledge she 
has gained 
during our 
history lessons.  



Charlie
created his 

own 
version of 

‘The House 
at the edge 
of Magic’.

Great suspense 
writing by 
Charlotte

Brilliant suspense writing 
from Megan.

Year 4 have created some 
awesome writing and drawings 
based on the class novel, ‘The 

House at the edge of Magic’. We 
loved the characters, magic and 

action within the story.



During the summer term, Year 4 have 
been learning about the Stone Age. Check 

out our incredible non-chronological 
reports. You can see we have really 

enjoyed becoming Historians this term.

We enjoyed our trip to 
Creswell Crags by 

dressing as Cavemen!

Fantastic writing by Poppy



More 
incredible 
reports on 
the Stone 

Age!

Amazing 
writing 

from Eva
and Jack. 
Well done! 



A wonderful report by Lilliana

Excellent writing by Freya



The House at the Edge of Magic by the very 
talented Amy Sparkes has been used as a 

stimulus to promote discussion about words and 
phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination, which the children have been able 
to apply to their own compositions. They have 
found this genre really exciting and interesting 

and appreciated the humorous characters. 

Seb R has really enjoyed writing 
his own magical adventure 

story. He has included expanded 
noun phrases to add detail. 



Max has carefully considered the 
success criteria for this writing 

project and has included a range of 
different fronted adverbials to 

really grab the readers attention 
from the offset as well as cleverly 

adding detail to the plot. 

In addition to this, he has used   
some carefully selected 

vocabulary along with adverbs and 
pronouns for cohesion. 

Inspired by The House 
at the Edge of Magic



Max’s main character 
was inspired by the 

character Nine.

These stories have been 
presented in a really creative 

way and have been turned into 
magic infinity books, where the 

pages never end. 

This has been most effective for 
this magical genre and has 

generated lots of enthusiasm. 



After our fantastic trip to Creswell 
Crags Class 11 made some 

persuasive leaflets to encourage 
further visitors…

Charlie has used some 
technical vocabulary in his 

leaflet. He has also included 
labelled diagrams, a typical 
feature of this non-fiction 

genre.  

Finlay has included commas in his list when reeling off all 
of the attractions to encourage potential visitors.



The children in 
Class 12 were truly 

hooked by our Summer term 
narrative, The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant by Nizrna Farook.

Here are some of their completed 
book reviews:

Grace described the 
book as being ‘amazing’ 
and ‘adventurous’. She 
really liked how the 
story hooked her as a 
reader with all of its 
cliffhangers. She 
enjoyed it so much she 
was keen to read more 
books by Nizrana
Farook.



Ellie J also 
thoroughly enjoyed reading 
this book describing it as 
‘phenomenal’ and ‘a 
rollercoaster of a story’. 

Not everyone shared the same 
opinion however.

Max felt that the chapters were 
too short, hoped for more 
excitement and struggled to get
lost in the book 

like he usually 
does when he 
is reading. 



Ann put herself in the shoes 
of Chaya when her best 
friend, Neel, was arrested 
for a crime that she had 
committed. She was able to 
describe Chaya’s thoughts 
and feelings at this point in 
the story. 

Harmony’s 
independent assessed 
write, entitled ‘The 
Lost Girl’ was inspired 
by our class text ‘The 
Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant’. Here is a 
sneak peek at her 
story opening. Her use 
of parenthesis to add 
extra information for 
the reader is excellent. 
She also does a 
fantastic job of 
describing the 
characters and 
setting.



Our non-fiction unit 
focused on writing 

biographies. 

Lacey worked incredibly 
hard to research facts 

about David 
Attenborough and took 

care with her 
handwriting when 

writing her biography 
about David 

Attenborough.              



In our last term, Class 13 have looked at a range 
of fantastic literature. We immersed ourselves into our 
fiction story, The Girl Who Stole An Elephant, created
our own biography and developed our knowledge on 

#      the change of the century. Class 13 have loved reading 
about Chaya and her adventures stealing the Queen’s 
crown jewels. Using this story, we created a range of 
work describing Chaya’s journey. These individuals 

were able to use cohesive devices to create a letter written to the 
bandits.

Isabel has shown fantastic knowledge of 
her cohesive devices ensuring there is a 

comma where necessary. >

< Edward has 
not only shown 

beautiful 
handwriting, 

but he has 
been able to 

include a 
relative clause 
in his letter to 
the bandits.

Louis letter showcases his ability include 
expanded noun phrases in his work. Well 

done, Louis! >



Class 13 researched and created their own 
biographies as part of their non-fiction unit. They 
decided to focus on two inspirational individuals, 

David Attenborough and Marcus Rashford. 

Sophie’s well-presented 
biography showcases a 

range of English 
techniques. She has used 

fronted adverbials and 
relative clauses.

Aleksander has been able to find 
some interesting facts about David 

Attenborough. He has used his 
neatest handwriting to show this.



As part of the Century of Change project, we 
learnt about the nature in and around Mansfield. 

Class 13 were able to use this knowledge and 
created poems about Sherwood Forest.

Mya and Annabelle have created 
acrostic poems using adjectives to 

describe Sherwood Forest. 

Katie decided to create a free verse 
poem, while Jude focused on the 

aspect of rhyme. 



This term the children have really enjoyed their 
10 minutes writes. The children were given a 
stimulus and let their imagination run wild!

< Henry spent 10 minutes describing a 
beautiful island. He used a relative clause 
to describe the magenta flowers and how 
they shone in the sunlight. His description 

created a beautiful piece of work. 

Kristina has produced a truly delightful 
10-minute write. Her use of ambitious 
vocabulary and relative clauses have 
created a paradise to be enjoyed! >

< Holly has used a 
variety of expanded 

noun phrases to 
describe the gorgeous 
flowers, navy blue sea 
and the tropical fish in 

the picture. 



Our Summer term novel was The 
Haunting of Aveline Jones – and it was 

certainly haunting! This is a spine-tingling 
tale of a girl on a mission to solve a 30-
year-old disappearance, and it inspired 

us to write our own spooky pieces.

Bonnie

Bonnie has written an 
exciting narrative about 
being woken up in the 

night by a noise and going 
to investigate. In her 

writing, she uses a range 
of ambitious punctuation 
(semi-colons, parenthesis, 

dashes for extra 
information and dialogue) 

and has made excellent 
word choices for 

maximum impact on the 
reader.



Dylan’s diary entry shows 
off a range of punctuation 
and structures which help 
to make his writing clear. I 
like how he’s talked about 

his character’s feelings, 
which helps his writing to 
feel more personal like a 

diary would.

Connor

Dylan

Connor’s written a diary 
entry in the role of 
Aveline, the main 

character. He chose an 
informal style to be in 

keeping with a diary and 
uses appropriate 

vocabulary.



Holly

Ruby

During our
Create

project, the 
children 

dreamt up 
their own 

islands and 
created 

information 
texts about 

them, 
detailing the 

flora and 
fauna.

Holly’s work 
uses a range 
of features 

and is 
accurate.

Ruby goes 
into detail 
about her 
island and 

invents very 
believable 

facts!



Class 15 have had a superb term in 
writing. They have showed off all the 

skills they have been learning this year. 
They are becoming fluent writers. Their 
stories, and information texts have been 

outstanding to read. 

For our fiction text, we read the book ‘The 
Haunting of Aveline Jones’. With 

appealing characters, a spine-tingling 
plot and a fittingly bleak, stormy setting, 
this chilling chapter book is not for the 

faint-hearted. The children were gripped! 
They really enjoyed the spooky theme 

and they incorporated that into their own 
writing. 

The children learned to build up the 
atmosphere in their spooky stories by 

describing the settings, using mixed 
sentences, questions and cliff-hangers! 

They were terrifying!! 

To link to our Create theme, the children 
created their own island and created an 

information text about it. Their island was 
full of interesting features. 



The children were 
given the task to create 
a piece of writing that 
was spooky and had 
atmosphere.

Olly did just that! I was 
terrified reading his 
work. The characters 
in his story heard a 
scary noise downstairs 
in the middle of night 
and they went 
downstairs in 
investigate. They found 
a frightening surprise…

His writing had 
description, speech 
and use of passive 
voice. A brilliant piece 
of writing. Well done 
Olly. What a way to 
finish the year!



Holly’s spooky chapter (The Handprint) was also another gripping 
piece of writing. Her characters discovered a mysterious, bloody 
handprint on the window downstairs in the middle of the night! 

Her characters were brought to life in her story with the 
description and speech. They were petrified. I enjoyed reading 

every word Holly.



A superb creative piece from Summer in her Create work. She 
created her own island with its own cool features and she wrote a 
fantastic information text describing all the information about the 

island. Well done, Summer.



Lydia has created a fantastic 
information text about her 

island in Create! The writing is 
brilliant and tells the reader all 
sorts of interesting information 
and features of this incredible 

island. The art work is also 
outstanding! Superb work, 

Lydia.



Inspired to Write

…and we hope you enjoyed seeing 
the children’s hard work!


