
Inspired to Write



Welcome 
As you will see from this edition of Inspired to Write, the 
teachers have been working incredibly hard to inspire the 
children’s writing – and it has certainly been successful! 
The children have enjoyed a huge variety of stimuli and 
have produced some truly excellent pieces of writing -
from engaging fiction and non-fiction texts, to wordless 
picture books… all the way to visitors with antique toys and 
creepy crawlies!

I always look forward to reading the pieces of writing 
teachers choose to include, and this term has been no 
exception. Zoom in on the pictures to take a look at the 
fantastic effort that has gone into perfect presentation –
there are some stunning examples of handwriting, and 
real take care attitudes towards learning on display here.

All of the children who have been published in this spring 
edition should be incredibly proud of themselves. 

I hope you enjoy reading the children’s work ☺

Mrs Stirling-Wood



Last year, we saw the 
successful launch of the book 
wishlist scheme in association 

with The Barrister in 
Wonderland bookshop. In total, 
almost £500 was donated and 

so many new and exciting 
books found their way in the 

hands of our readers.

Thank you to everyone who has 
already kindly donated towards 

this scheme. 

If you would like to donate a 
book to school, or make a 

donation towards a book, we 
would be most grateful!

To take part, please visit 
https://wonderlandbooks

hop.co.uk/berry-hill-
primary-school-wish-

list/ or scan the QR code.

https://wonderlandbookshop.co.uk/berry-hill-primary-school-wish-list/


This term year 1 have gone back in 
time with the Major Glad, Major Dizzy 
story. This has linked to our project 
work and the children have loved 
finding out about toys from the past. 
They have been writing discover 
stories, letters and have created a 
non-fiction page all about toys. 

The children enjoyed looking at old 
toys. 



Rio wrote 

Rio and Harry wrote their own discover stories. 
where their characters found old toys belonging 

to a relative. 

Rio wrote ‘Bella’s 
Discovery’. 

Bella went to visit her 
Mama and whilst there 
she discovered an old 
teddy under the 
floorboards. Rio used 
some fabulous 
adjectives in her writing, 
describing Bella as 
caring and the teddy 
she found as old and 
tatty.  

Sonic visited his uncle on 
a farm with his favourite 
toy, Hulk. Whilst playing 
in the garden he 
discovered an old toy his 
uncle had lost. Harry has 
used lots of super 
adjectives in his story to 
describe, telling us that 
his character is happy 
and blue, and that The 
Hulk is brave and green. 

Harry wrote ‘Sonic’s Discovery’ 



Rio wrote 

Abigail and Alfie wrote their own discover 
stories where their characters found old toys 

belonging to a relative. 

Abigail wrote ‘Ayda’s Discovery’.

Abigail thought carefully about the 
structure of her story and ensured it 
followed the structure of Albert’s 
Discovery. She has included capital 
letters and full stops and she has 
started to consider her character’s 
feelings.

Alfie wrote ‘Alfie’s Discovery’.

Alfie’s character visited his 
cousin Will’s house. Alfie 
thought carefully about 
where his character has 
been playing with his toy car. 
Alfie then thought about his 
character’s feelings when he 
realised the toy belonged to 
his cousin.



Mila 

Letters inspired by Major Glad, Major Dizzy

Oliver writes his letter to Sonic 
about World Book Day, telling

him he dressed up as
Captain America. He

uses the conjunction
‘and’ to connect
phrases and

remembers to use
capitals for names. 

Saliha wrote to her friend, Ayda, to tell 
her about a strange dream she had. She 
added a great question at the end 
complete with a question mark. She uses 
the great words ‘confused’ and ‘nervous’ 
to describe how she was feeling.  

Mila has been trying really hard to join 
her letters and use our cursive script. 
She successfully uses the pronoun I 
and adds a question at the end. She 
writes to her two cousins about her 
trip to the Space Museum.



Mila 

Letters

Junia, Paige, Sophia, Finn and Evie-Mae have all been practising perfect 
presentation this term. They have been trying really hard to learn all the joins 
and apply this important skill in all lessons. They all did a fantastic job when 

writing a letter to one of the characters from The Last Wolf! They even 
included a question so the characters can write back. 



An Information Page about Toys
Past and Present

Eadie described the 
toys using capitals 
and full stops for all 
her sentences. She 
uses the conjunction 
‘and’ to join phrases, 
and words like soft 
and fluffy to describe. 

Harper has linked 
her project work 
to science by 
saying what 
materials the toys 
are made from.
She has used 
capitals and full 
stops for all her 
sentences.



An Information Page about Toys
Past and Present

Sophia
compared old 
and new toys by 
using her senses 
to describe 
them. Sophia 
tried really hard 
to focus on her 
capital letters 
and full stops.

Seth has been 
working really 
hard on his letter 
formation. He has 
been saying his 
sentences and 
then segmenting 
each sound to help 
him with his 
writing.



Class 6 have been writing their own stories inspired by ‘The Owl 
who was afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson. We looked at 

adjectives, expanded noun phrases, alliteration and other skills 
before writing our own tales of fear.

Annalise has used her 
senses and thought 
carefully about the 
character to create 
expanded noun phrases.

Sofiya has used 
adjectives to describe in 
detail what the 
character can see and 
feel.



Shakti has used his senses 
to create expanded noun 
phrases, thinking about 
how the character may be 
feeling.

Rosie has used her senses to 
describe the characters 
thoughts and feeling and has 
extended her sentences using 
conjunctions.

Lewis has 
worked to 
describe the 
scene from the 
story using 
expanded noun 
phrases.



Ruby and Joshua F have used 
expanded noun phrases, 
choosing suitable adjectives to 
describe the noun.

Teya has used a variety 
of different sentence 
types to think about the 
story and describe what 
has happened so far.



Once the children in class 6 had learnt all 
about The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark, 
they chose their own character and setting 
and wrote their own ‘Tale of Fear’ 

William has written 
about Leo the Lion 
who was afraid of 
the jungle!
He has included 
lots of detail and 
description and 
has even reviewed 
his work and 
improved it by 
including speech 
and ambitious 
vocabulary.

This is just an 
extract from his 
story – because he 
wrote three pages!



Elsie has written about a penguin called Star 
who was afraid of the cold. She has included 
adjectives, expanded noun phrases and 
various sentence types.



Class 7 have been studying ‘The Owl 
who was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill 
Tomlinson. We have done so much 

work looking at a tale of fear including 
character descriptions, settings, using 
our senses to describe and planning 
and writing our own tale of fear. The 
children had to pick a character and 

decide on a fear that they usually 
wouldn’t be scared of. 

Have a look at just a few examples of 
our own fear tales. 

Lily wrote about a 
worried, little polar bear 
called Pecky who was 
afraid of the snow. She 
included a range of 
punctuation, wrote her 
tale in paragraphs and 
used beautifully joined 
handwriting. 



Matilda wrote about Layla the Leopard who 
was afraid of the zoo. Read about the

Have a read 
of Ruben’s 
tale of fear 
about Fred 
the crab who 
was scared of 
the sand. His 
writing is in 
clear 
paragraphs 
and he has 
included lots 
of adjectives.  

characters 
Layla meets 
along the way 
and find out if 
she overcomes 
her fear. Matilda 
included 
questions and 
conjunctions in 
her tale. 



Year 3 have been writing instructions as you can see from our 
proudly displayed writing.

We worked on lots of different instruction like how to make 
slime, how to make a chocolate cake, how to make an angry 
bird and even looked at following other instructions within 
magic tricks.

Our final piece of work was to write instructions for how to turn 
someone you know into something funny!



By Noah

By Jack R

Both Noah and Jack have 
listened well in lessons 
and these pieces of work 
are the result.  They 
really took on board our 
advice and used lots of 
adverbs in their 
instructions.



By Niamh 

By Harper

Both Harper and Niamh
have enjoyed writing their 

instructions. They have 
carefully chosen relevant 

adjectives as well as 
including many different 

imperative verbs. This has 
made their writing more 

interesting for the reader.



George has yet again written 
an excellent instructional text.

To make his writing flow, he 
has used apostrophes for 

contraction whilst working 
hard to include apostrophes 

for singular possession.



Joey has been working hard on 
his presentation and produced 

a beautifully written 
instructional text about how to 
turn his friend into a skeleton. 

Concentrating on presentation, 
he used sub-headings and 

short, meaningful paragraphs –
and he’s used a range of 

imperative verbs to make his 
instructions clear. 



Class 10 were amazed by our 
visit from Jungle Jo and her 

amazing animals! 

The children have written 
guides on how to look after 

stick insects, spiders and 
millipedes.

These explanation texts were 
written by Freya and Poppy.



Here you can see the writing of 
Josh, Charlotte and Lilliana. All 

the children were really inspired 
by the visit from Jungle Jo!



Stanley wrote a fantastic setting description

Abdullah described Mortimer J. 
Mortimer with prepositional 

phrases.

Year 4 loved ‘Evie and the 
Animals’. It was a fantastic 
book. The children were able 
to write great character and 
setting descriptions, as well 
as amazing action! 

Jack has included fronted 
adverbials and conjunctions to 

describe a dream Evie had.

Ella included dialogue in her writing.



Charlie used inverted commas 
and punctuation for speech.

Ismaeel and Eva created brilliant stories of 
their own.

Allysa created her own bad 
character based on Mortimer J. 

Mortimer.



Perfect presentation is 
currently a whole school 

focus. We are encouraging 
the children to really try 

their best when setting their 
work out on the page, using 

their best joined 
handwriting, underling 

using a ruler, checking for 
basic punctuation, editing, 

responding to feedback and 
perhaps most importantly, 

feeling really proud of what 
they’ve achieved. 

Leo H has been working 
hard to develop the 

style and fluency of his 
handwriting.

Katie has neatly 
underlined the 
subheadings.

Finlay impressed us with his 
neatly labelled diagram.



Eadie has really  brought her 
setting to life  in this description.  

Max has used expanded noun phrases to 
describe his character, Jules. 

We have used the fantastic Evie 
and the Animals text as a model 
in year 4. This has inspired the 

children to write some amazing 
setting and character 

descriptions. 

Charlie has incorporated fronted 
adverbials into his character 

description.



On World Book Day we 
used the wonderful 

book, Journey, to inspire 
our setting descriptions. 

These include similes, 
expanded noun phrases, 
fronted adverbials and 

subordinating 
conjunctions. 

Devon really thought about the senses and what the main 
character could smell and hear! 

Leo (H) included the character’s thoughts and 
feelings in his description. 



After a fabulous visit from Jungle Jo and her fascinating creatures, year 4 
wrote some explanation texts detailing how to take care of spiders, millipedes 
and stick insects. Jack B, Yasmin and Imogen have included features such as 

subheadings and subordinate conjunctions. 



Class 12 were inspired to write an information page about Mount Everest after looking at the non-fiction 
text Mountains.

Class 12 were inspired to write an information 
page about Mount Everest after looking at the 

non-fiction text, Mountains.

Ellie has used a rhetorical question effectively 
in order to grab the reader’s attention.

Freddie used 
alliteration 

effectively when 
writing a heading 
for his work. He’s 

also included a 
range of 

interesting facts in 
his work and used 

some ambitious 
vocabulary. 



Lucas has included 
parenthesis using brackets 
to add additional detail to 

his sentences.

Belle has used expanded 
noun phrases effectively to 

describe Mount Everest. 

Sofia thought carefully 
about the layout of their 
work and ensured the 
information page was eye-
catching.



This child used alliteration effectively in their heading and subheadings. 

The children also enjoyed designing their 
own holiday destination and writing their 

own advert to persuade the reader to visit.

Henri used rhetorical 
questions effectively in 
their introduction to 
instantly hook and 
engage the reader.

Harmony used alliteration 
effectively in the heading 
and subheadings. 

Ellie used parenthesis with 
brackets effectively to add 
additional detail to her 
sentences.



Emily has used 
bright colours, bold 
writing and images 
to make her advert 
stand out.

Grace has included lots 
of pictures and captions 
to help persuade the 
reader to visit.



Class 13 were inspired to write by our non fiction text 
this term. We had the chance to look at different Mountains 
and Rivers around the world. This book motivated us to look 

into how an informative text is conveyed. As a class, we 
decided to focus on persuasive writing. Using this 

knowledge, we have created booklets and brochures all 
about the most perfect holiday destination.  Here are some 

of the holidays we came up with:

Ava created Paradise Island. Not 
only has she ensured her work is 
beautifully presented, she has 
also included a fantastic amount 
of persuasive techniques to draw 
us in. Showcasing Paradise 
Island’s best attractions, Ava has 
made sure to include pictures to 
support her information.

Welcome to Adventure Park! 
This was created by Edward. 
In this piece of non-fiction 
text, Edward ensured he used 
different fronted adverbials to 
start each section. His detailed 
poster gives us all the 
information we need to book 
this trip away. 



Sienna’s dream holiday is the Dolphin 
Marine Arena, or D.M.A for short. She has 
used a series of different English features 
that we have been practising over the 
year, including relative clauses and 
parentheses. With all this fantastic 
description, I certainly wouldn’t want to 
miss this trip! 

Here is Louis’ 
independent write. He 
has created Lazy 
Island. Using a range of 
different persuasive 
features and most 
importantly a range of 
punctuation, he has 
created a fantastic 
piece of work. 



Our whole-school focus this term has been perfect 
presentation, and this independent write by 
Kristina has well and truly showcased that! 

Kristina’s work is descriptive 
and detailed. She has used 
a range of figurative 
language to sell this holiday 
and it has certainly worked! 

Archie has spent time creating Ultra 
Island. His final piece is certainly eye-
catching. As a class, we have been 
working on making sure our 
sentences are detailed enough to 
paint the perfect image in the reader’s 
mind, and it is clear from this piece 
that Archie has done exactly that! 

Annabelle has created an  
‘Amazing Holidays’ brochure. 
Using figurative language and 
different non-fiction features 
such as rhetorical questions, she 
has really been able to 
understand the purpose of 
persuasive writing. I am certainly 
considering booking a holiday 
with Amazing Holidays!  



The spring term has truly been packed with 
writing inspiration in Year 6! Our first inspirational 
text was Holes, which follows Stanley’s story as a 

detainee of Camp Green Lake. He is sent to the 
juvenile detention facility after been wrongly 

convicted of stealing a pair of trainers, and the 
book follows his trials and tribulations.

Here, Oliver has written a reflection piece from 
Stanley’s perspective – and there’s lots of 

complaining! He’s worked hard to use a range 
of ambitious vocabulary in his work.



This extract from Allyssia’s writing shows a 
good understanding of Stanley’s character. 

Allyssia has used senses through her writing to 
bring the scene to life for the reader. I love how 

elements of the style of the book have been 
magpied here.

Scarlett has used repetition for effect at the beginning of her 
writing, reminding us of the boredom the characters experience, 
before finding something exciting in the dirt! I wonder what it is…



Our non-fiction text this term was the 
awe-inspiring Shackleton’s Journey by 
William Gill. This beautifully illustrated 

retelling of Earnest Shackleton’s 
attempted crossing of Antarctica really 
captured the children’s imaginations –
especially when things took a turn for 

the worst and the adventure became a 
survival mission. 

Here, Frankie writes as if she were the ship and relives some 
of the Endurance’s experiences. She takes her time to 

describe, bringing the scene to life. 



Charlie imagines how the ship feels being 
crushed by the ice. He’s thought about what the environment 
would have looked like, and used technical ship vocabulary.  

Connor’s used 
a range of 
sentence 

openers and 
included a 

semi-colon to 
link two related 

clauses.

Jasper has shown off a variety of structures – I love the mournful 
tone of his writing as the ship becomes more firmly stuck!



The book that has inspired our learning this term is ‘Holes’! 

The book is about a boy called Stanley Yelnats who is under a 
curse. Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention 

centre, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by 
spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide 

and five feet deep. 

It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than 
character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys 
are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. 

But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to 
dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of 

crime and punishment—and redemption.

We thoroughly enjoyed reading the book and as we did we had 
a focus on vocabulary and description writing. In addition we 

learned about moving the action on in our stories with the use of 
speech and continued to use expanded noun phrases.



We realised that the camp was unsuitable for the children 
working there. It was unacceptable! Therefore, Class 15 wrote 

letters to the Warden expressing their thoughts about the 
conditions.

Luke wrote a fantastic letter persuading the warden to make 
some serious changes. It contained formal language, it was well 

structured and contained many detailed points! The 
presentation is fantastic too, which he has been working very 

hard on.



When we finished the book, there were some 
unanswered questions the class wanted to know. 

For example, what happened to the Warden? 

Pearce answered his 
question – Did Zero 
ever find his Mum? He 
wrote a brilliant 
chapter! It was 
detailed and 
contained superb 
description. He 
concentrated really 
hard on using senses 
to help with his 
description. In 
addition, his use of 
speech was fantastic 
to move the story on. 
His use of 
conjunctions and 
fronted adverbials 
was consistent too. 

The children were asked the write a final chapter to the book, allowing 
them to answer any questions they still had at the end of the story. 



Jenson also wanted to carry on Zero’s journey. It was 
another superb chapter with plenty of detail for the 

reader. The setting was clearly described for the reader 
and it was entertaining. He produced a fantastic 

quantity and quality of work. He used a colon brilliantly 
for an explanation and his presentation was lovely too, 

which was a target for Jenson. Well done Jenson



Inspired to Write

…and we hope you enjoyed seeing 
the children’s hard work!


