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Welcome 
Welcome to the latest edition of Inspired to Write @ Berry 
Hill. I am so excited about the work that has been produced 
by the children this half term. As always, it is a privilege to 
read their super writing!

This half term, the children have studied fiction texts in 
Writing which have inspired some excellent writing. There 
are also some fabulous pieces of writing from our cross-
curricular projects. All the children who have been selected 
by their teachers to feature on the class pages should be 
incredibly proud of themselves! 

This edition contains a feature on the book wishlist scheme 
that is helping us to put excellent books into the hands of 
our learners. Take a look at the joy your kind donations are 
already bringing to our young readers!

I hope you thoroughly enjoy reading the work collected for 
this edition, and that even more children are inspired to 
write for the next edition! 

Happy reading, 

Mrs Stirling-Wood



A celebration of writing 

Last half term, we saw the 
successful launch of the book 
wishlist scheme in association 

with The Barrister in 
Wonderland bookshop, and 

we are seeing even more new 
and exciting books coming into 

classrooms!

Thank you to everyone who 
has already kindly donated 
towards this scheme. The 
children were extremely 

excited to receive the new 
books for their classroom 

libraries!

If you would like to donate a 
book to school, or make a 

donation towards a book, we 
would be most grateful!

To take part, please visit 
https://wonderlandbooks

hop.co.uk/berry-hill-
primary-school-wish-

list/ or scan the QR code.

https://wonderlandbookshop.co.uk/berry-hill-primary-school-wish-list/
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Willow, class 4

Belle, class 11

Berry Hill School

Berry Hill School is the best,

Even though we may have to do a test.

It's easy to detect,

The teachers that are perfect.

The pupils are good,

and the PE shed is made out of wood.

It's definitely not the worst,

and, no, it's not cursed.

Annabelle, class 10
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Leo in class 4 has 
been working very 
hard to write this 
story about the 
Flying Scotsman to 
practise his 
handwriting at 
home. He started 
by thinking up 
sentences for 
writing practice 
and it grew into a 
story! 

The Flying Scotsman was crazy because he wasn’t looking where he was 
going.  He was going really fast, as fast as Connor and Caitlyn who are 
streamlined engines.  He went through a red signal and then another and 
another.  No one saw him because he was going too fast.  Then there was 
trouble.  He went around the corner too fast, lost control and fell off and 
bashed into a big tree.  There was no one to help so he had to go backwards 
to get back on the rails.  His wheels weren’t on properly and the coaches too.   
He had to go really slowly to the Steamworks, uncouple his coaches and get 
fixed. 
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The Skatepark in another world.

Once upon a time there was a boy called Gliffmaster Ras.  One day 
Ras went to Fisher Lane Skatepark with his gold scooter.  Ras liked to 
go on the half pipe.  Ras did a back flip and whoosh he vanished!

It was a portal, it messed his hair up and shrank him.  He was in 
Brazil, a skate park called ‘Bbivevervvvi’.  I know the name is crazy! 
Ras nearly had a heart attack when he realised he wasn’t in 
England.  Ras turned around and saw that the skatepark was full of 
half pipes and one mega ramp.  He went on the mega ramp, when 
he jumped he vanished into thin air.  

Ras landed on the half pipe with a smooth landing.  He stopped and 
looked around.  There were already ten people there doing tricks.  
Ras asked someone “where am I?”  They replied “Welfare Skatepark, 
England.”  

Ras was happy to be back in England.  He went on the half pipe and 
did a back flip.  Then whoosh he was gone!

This time Ras landed with a bang.  When he got up he was relieved to 
see that he was back at Fisher Lane skatepark and back to his 
normal size.  He decided to go home quickly before it happened 
again. 

What a crazy day!  

Max, class 8
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Amelia, class 14
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My Competition Win
Do you like writing? I do so when I saw a competition to write a 
story about book characters I couldn’t wait to enter!

The competition was to write a story about friendship using a book 
character. The characters I chose were the Gruffalo and Paddington 
Bear. I chose them because I really love Paddington and my 
favourite book is the Gruffalo. I thought it would be interesting for 
them to meet and I thought it could show that even though they are 
very different that they could learn to be friends. I decided that I was 
going to write the story in the style of the Gruffalo book, so it would 
all rhyme. This was the tricky part and I asked my Mum to help me 
think of words that rhyme at the end of each sentence. This is my 
story that I wrote.  
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Summer Ghost Story

On a small island in the middle of nowhere, there was an adventurous, 
determined boy called Logan. The warm summer air stroked his face. The 
young boy looked around the deserted island. As the moon woke up a grand 
mist swirled around like a ghost. The abandoned houses were scarred from 
the broken windows. All the houses were and are like a shattered heart. The 
moon hung low and scared like it was screaming to his blinded face. The 
creamy-pink paint crumbled when his rough fingers touched it. The silent 
sound haunted him.
Thud! Boom! Flashing lights in the sky. The mist was thick, everything was like 
it was distant. Logan’s heart suffocated with worries. All he would see was 
foggy-grey. Smash! Logan was so worried: a confused look was a mile long. 
Before long, Logan was having a strange feeling to check it out.
It came from the little house with shattered windows. The house had a sharp 
look. The raging-red paint crumbled to dust. The door was decaying. Was 
there someone in the house? Was Logan going crazy? Was there another 
human life on this island? The tension was building. The silence was a heavy 
blanket. At that moment, a million-thoughts crashed down in his head. Taking 
one deep breath, he headed straight for it- no worries, no regrets. Open the 
decaying door, everything he could see was uncanny. At the back of his mind, 
he knew it was reckless. Everything in his body wanted to check it out but he 
couldn’t. Taking a minute to gain his courage, he thought of the word that his 
mother said grasp life in its core. He didn’t quite get it but now he knew what 
it feels like. One step after another, logan’s back of his neck pricked. Boom! 
The noise was getting louder. Drip! Drop! Drip! Drop! The inside of Logan’s 
body was just scared.
Upstairs, Logan’s heart pounced when the sight of an unknown figure. It 
wasn’t moving. He was too scared to go closer. His heart slowed down; 
there was hay coming out of the figure. Giving it another guess, he realized it 
was just a Halloween decoration from when people lived here. He never 
knew what that sound was in the end.
Logan had enough of the ghost story for a while. He just learned to be 
grateful for what he had and not for what he wanted. He just sat in the sun 
not giving even a thought about horror and ghost books.
Jayden, class 15 
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Luke, class 13
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Murder Most Unladylike – Book Review
I love these books so much! The series of 9 novels feature 2 
teenagers in the 1930s who solve murder mysteries!

Follow Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong as they try to solve many 
mysterious mysteries, at school, and around the world! But, will 
they succeed? What dangers will they face? 

I would recommend this book to anyone over the age of 10, 
(including adults!). Full of mystery, friendship, and dozens of cliff 
hangers, you will LOVE these books just as much as I did! 
Sophia, Class 14

Harry, class 15
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Lucas in class 4 reading his book 
beautifully to his little sister 

Lydia-Rose before school with 
such confidence.

Sophia in class 14 was 
caught reading 

Mistletoe and Murder.



Class 4 have been writing 
adventure stories inspired by the 
book ‘The Secret of Black Rock’. 

The main character is a girl called 
Erin who lives in a small fishing 
village and is very adventurous.  

We thought about a new adventure 
that Erin could go on. Here are 

some of our stories.

Taygan has 
worked really 
hard on her 

handwriting this  
year and has  

used horizontal 
and diagonal joins.



Ellie has written a brilliant 
story and has 

remembered to include 
her punctuation. She has 

also used paragraphs! 

Charlie has transformed his writing this year and should feel 
really proud of himself. He has remembered to space his writing 

correctly and is now joining it up!



Poppy has grown in 
confidence with her writing. 
She is trying hard to  write 
independently and include 

conjunctions like and and but
in her sentences.



Grace has included 
lots of interesting 

vocabulary in her story 
and has even included 

a simile!



Carter has grown in confidence over the year! He has been 
working hard to improve his presentation and now he is joining his 

handwriting.

Class 4 have been writing adventure stories 
inspired by the book ‘The Secret of Black 

Rock’. 

The main character is a girl called Erin who 
lives in a small fishing village and is very 

adventurous.  

We thought about a new adventure that Erin 
could go on. Here are some of our stories.



Ruby has thought hard 
about her story structure. 
She has used he story plan 
to help her remember the 

four main parts to her 
adventure story.



Carter has grown in confidence over the year! He has been 
working hard to improve his presentation and now he is 

joining his handwriting.



Eden has been trying hard to join 
all of her writing neatly. She has 
been challenging herself further 

by including writing features such 
as adverbials and adjectives.

William has thought carefully 
about his story opener. He has 

included extra detail about 
Erin and hooked his reader in!

Eden

William 



Yes, this really is Year 1 work! Rosie works incredibly 
hard to ensure she has brilliant sentences that include 

adjectives and detail for the reader.



Class 6 have been using the book Tin Forest in 
English this half term.

They have been introduced to the story a little 
bit at a time and taking a close look at the 
images and vocabulary choices to predict 

through pictures and imagination what the 
story could be about. This is a beautiful book 

about an old man wo lives in a grey world 
and dreams of a better place. We have had a 

big focus on handwriting and many are 
joining their writing now as well as getting 
their letter sizes correct and sitting their 
writing on the line. We have been using 

conjunctions and including different sentence 
types in out writing also, which you can see in 

the chosen pieces this half term. 

Tyler has sat his letters on the line 
and used the conjunction so in his 

writing. He thought about what made 
the man sad and lonely and 

predicted that he could meet a friend.



Joey has included the correct punctuation for his sentences, really thinking 
about where to use capital letters and full stops. He is joining his writing for 
the first time and used the conjunction because. He predicted that the old 

man wanted animals to make him happy and has created a world where this 
happens.

Sadie is joining for the first time and has worked really hard to keep her 
letters on the line. She has used because and but in her sentences to make 
them even better. She predicted that the old man would move to the jungle, 

where he would be surrounded by plants and flowers. 



Daisy has a great 
imagination and a 

good understanding 
of language, using 

speech marks in her 
writing. She predicted 

that the old man 
moved to the city and 

near a forest so he 
had friends, a forest 
and animals to make 

him happy.

Below are some of the 
illustrations from the 

book. Aren’t they 
beautiful?



Year 2 have been looking at 
the text of ‘The Tin Forest’. 
We have done lots of work 
about the main character 
of the old man, the setting 

where he lives and the 
dreams that he has. 

Poppy’s writing shows 
her ‘exploding the 

moment’ and using her 
senses to imagine what it 

must be like to be the 
character of the old man 

in the story. We were 
really pleased with her 

spellings, adjectives and 
verbs. Have a look for 

yourself!  
Poppy



As a class, we read that the old man dreams.  

Bailey has read the details from the description of the old man’s 
dreams to draw what he thinks the jungle of his dreams might 

look like. We really liked the contrast in colour from where the old 
man lives to this better environment that Bailey has created. 

Bailey



Lola has used her 
diary writing skills to 
write in role as the 

old man. She 
worked really hard 

with her 
descriptions and 

thought about how 
he would be feeling. 

We were really 
proud of her use of 

subordinating 
conjunctions, 

apostrophes and 
commas. Take a 

look. 

The old man dreams of living in 
a world full of wild forest 

animals… but when he awakes, 
his world outside is still the 

same. 

Lola



The children were encouraged to use their senses to describe Easter Egg Island.

Children in Class 
8 have been 
reading the 

story The Great 
Chocoplot as 
inspiration for 

their writing this 
half term.

Eva
After learning about 

using expanded noun 
phrases, Eva was able 
to write sentences to 
describe Gari, one of 
the characters from 

the story.



v

The children were 
encouraged to 

use their senses 
to describe Easter 

Egg Island.

They enjoyed exploring the 
sensory trays to describe 

what they might see, smell 
and touch.

They then made a note of 
descriptive words and 

phrases that they could 
use in their own writing.



Isabella (right)
Gave some great 

examples of 
onomatopoeia to 

describe the sounds that 
might be heard on 
Easter Egg Island.

Kaitlyn (left) also 
thought carefully 

about the sounds on 
Easter Egg Island and 
used onomatopoeia to 

great effect. 



Lots of fun was had when using pasta to replicate inverted commas/ speech marks in dialogue.

Lots of fun was had 
when using pasta to 

replicate inverted 
commas/ speech 

marks in dialogue.

Finleigh and Charlie  able to confidently apply what they 
had learned when writing dialogue between characters 

from the story.



Class 9 have been ‘inspired to 
write’ by the text The Great 

Chocoplot.

They have used their own 
rainforests to develop 

vocabulary and have created 
expanded noun phrases.

The children used 
their senses and 
created ‘senses 

sentences’ which 
they then used to 

‘explode the moment’

The children have 
found lots of learning 
links about chocolate 

too!



Seren (right) has used a 
wide range of sentence 
types in her writing to  

describe what has 
happened in the story so far.

Class 9 have enjoyed finding out 
what is happening and have made 

predictions based on what has been 
read, thought about what has 
happened so far and applied 

grammar skills in their writing.

Max has used his 
knowledge of prepositions 
to vary the prepositional 

phrase whilst writing 
about the latest news 

development in the story.



Noah (right) has 
thought carefully 
about what the 
characters may 

say and has used 
inverted commas 

to show a 
conversation 

between them.

Tierney has been in 
role as one of the 

characters and used 
her senses to create 

senses sentences. She 
has used commas in a 
list accurately as she 

has thought about 
what the character 
may see, feel and 

hear.



Class 10 have been using the 
book The House at The Edge of 

Magic as a writing stimulus 
during summer term.

This has led to some fantastic 
pieces of writing, from 

character description through 
to using senses to describe 

what you might see, hear, feel, 
think, smell, how you might 

move and what you might say 
in certain situations.

Mya wrote a character description of ‘Nine’ (the main 
character) using conjunctions of time.



After listening to 
a chapter of the 

book Isabel 
thought about 
how the main 

character would 
use her senses 

when negotiating 
flying books. 
Isabel (right) 

then used these 
notes to write 
about Nine’s 

journey through 
the library.

Max (left) wrote 
this creative piece 

about another 
character in our 

class reader 
using similes to 

help see the 
character.



Ava (right) worked really 
hard to try and use 

capital letters  correctly 
(other than at the 

beginning of sentences) 
whilst concentrating on 
the correct punctuation 

for speech.

Below is a creative 
piece of writing which 
made me giggle when 

marking. Louis described 
what he might find in a 

magical cupboard 
ensuring he used the 
correct punctuation.



We concentrated on 
creating similes to 
help us describe 

characters from our 
book. Annabelle 

(right) even managed 
to create a simile 
fronted adverbial 

independently with 
the correct 

punctuation.

Kristina (left) based a diary 
entry on Nine’s movements 
that day. Within her writing 
she carefully decided which 

noun or pronoun would work 
best to avoid repetition.



A witch’s curse. A hidden treasure. 

A wizard in fluffy slippers. 

Our Class text, The House on The Edge of Magic 
by Amy Sparkes has had the children in Class 11 

fizzing with imagination. This has been a fabulous 
text for us to model lots of different year 4 SPAG 

features including  fronted adverbials, direct 
speech, commas in lists and expanded noun 
phrases. The children have learnt how to use 
these features in lots of writing opportunities 

throughout our exploration of the text. 

In this piece of 
writing, Leah
has cleverly 

incorporated 
direct speech 
and speech 
punctuation 
along with 

comas in a list, 
which was the 

focus of this 
lesson. 



Here are some fantastic examples of 
expanded noun phrases and similes 

in Harmony’s descriptive pieces. 



Belle and Kaeun have used fronted 
adverbials effectively in these fabulous  

setting descriptions. 



Henri has used a range of fronted adverbials 
in this recount in first person as the main 

character Nine. 

In his recount, Jake has used adverbs and ambitious 
vocabulary to enhance the description. 



been learning about that inspired the writing? Was it a book (name the book), your project, or hildren

Class 12 were inspired to 
write persuasive 

speeches and thoughtful 
poetry to support looking 

after the Earth.

Our project question was 
‘If we don’t look after the 
Earth, who will?’ and our 
poetry had the theme of 

God’s Good Earth.

These poems were 
written by Bonnie

and Jasper. 



been learning about that inspired the writing? Was it a book (name the book), your project, or hildren

A poem by 
George.



This half-term, Year 5 have 
been reading Cosmic by 

Frank Cottrell-Boyce. It’s a 
laugh-out-loud novel about 
a really tall 12 year old boy 

(Liam Digby) who is 
mistaken for an adult.

Dairy entry by Oscar
after Liam’s first day of 

Secondary School.

Dairy entry by Cerys
from the point of view of 

Liam’s friend, Florida.



Diary entry by 
Maddison-Mai

Liam pretends to be a Dad and wins a competition 
to visit a new Theme Park … in China!

This Diary entry is from the point of view of his 
friend, Florida (who he tricked to go with him)



Class 13 have enjoyed writing poems about saving 
‘God’s Good Earth’. This involved writing poems 

about how humans are impacting the environment 
like global warming, deforestation and harming sea 

life. They wrote amazing poems that created 
fantastic arguments about why we should take 
care of our Earth and the creatures on it. They 

were very passionate about it. 

They have also loved reading the 
book ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-
Boyce. It is about a boy (Liam) 

who wants to see the world. He is 
an ordinary twelve-year-old-boy. 
A very TALL boy. Some people 
even think he is an adult. There 

are some great laughs in the book 
which the children have enjoyed. 
They have written some fantastic 
letters and diary entries based on 

the book embedding skills. 



Grace and Lydia teamed up to create an amazing 
poem about the negative impact humans have on 
the environment. In their poem, they highlighted 
the issues with pollution, deforestation and how 
we are making species extinct. These two were 

extremely passionate about this topic and it 
showed in their fantastic poem. They shared it 
with the class with confidence and pride too. 

Super effort!



Trinity produced a magnificent diary entry of 
the main character’s (Liam) journey so far in 

our class story, Cosmic. Her writing continues 
to improve. Her use of writing features are 
consistent and she even made it sound like 

Liam with the phrases she used and humour. 
It was very well written and I enjoyed reading 

it like all of her work this term.



Flossie’s was another diary entry that I 
really enjoyed reading. Again, it seemed like 

it was Liam (Main Character) who had 
written it himself. Her use of parenthesis 
was excellent and her description of the 

events was fantastic. I was really pleased 
with her use of fronted adverbials too. Well 

done Flossie!



This half term,  Class 14 have read The Haunting
of Aveline Jones – and what a terrifying 

rollercoaster it was! The story is of a little girl who 
stumbles across an unsolved mystery from 30 
years earlier: the disappearance of 11 year old 

Primrose Penberthy. We thoroughly enjoyed this 
book, and can’t wait until the sequel is published 

later this year. 

The children donned their detective hats and 
worked alongside Aveline to try to solve the 

mystery of the missing girl. We created suspect 
boards and added to them each time we learnt new 

information.



And we couldn’t 
read a spooky 
story without 
writing  few 

hair-raising tales 
of our own!

Jennifer (right) 
has used a 

range of 
techniques to 

create suspense 
in her writing.

Archie (left) has 
certainly 
created a 

spooky scene! I 
love the 

unexpected twist 
at the end when 
the phone rings 
and we realise 
the boy in the 

kitchen cannot 
be his friend…



Once the children had 
gathered as much 

information as they could 
about what had happened to 
Primrose, they wrote a police 
report containing their new 

information to encourage the 
police to reopen the case.

Mason (right) has explained 
the thinking at the time and 

his own theories. I was 
impressed with his editing 
skills when he had finished 

his first draft.

Sophia (left) has included 
a range of ambitious 

structures and vocabulary 
in her writing, and she has 
used an appropriate level 
of formality for her report.



Daniel

Oliwia

Wajih

In Class 15, we have been reading The Haunting of Aveline 
Jones. We have loved reading this book and following 
Aveline and Harold solving the mystery of Primrose 

Penberthy!  We have had some great theories of what 
happened to her, many of which include ghosts – especially 

the Lady in the Waves! 

To help Aveline and her investigations we created our own 
police investigation boards! These were bursting with 
information from book and predictions and theories.



Nia had some great 
predictions, which she 
shared in class, about 

Primrose and how and 
why she disappeared.

This is a paragraph 
from her Police 

Report. She was able 
to remember key facts 

from the story!  

Ellie showed a great 
understanding of the 

disappearance of 
Primrose within her 

Police Report. This is one 
section where she was 

able to demonstrate 
fronted adverbials, 
parenthesis and a 

formality in her choice of 
words. 



Freddie has 
written a 

fantastic Police 
Report. This is a 
short section of 
his work. He has 
demonstrated a 

great use of 
commas for 

clauses, formal 
language and 

pulled 
information from 

the book. 

Oliwia has excelled 
herself with her 

Police Report. She 
has used various 

clauses, great 
language and 

shared her 
prediction of what 

happened to 
Primrose. 


