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A celebration of writing 

Welcome 
Welcome to the latest edition of Inspired to Write @ Berry 
Hill. I am so excited about the work that has been produced 
by the children this half term. As always, it is a privilege to 
read their super writing!

This half term, the children have worked on non-fiction and 
poetry units, which have inspired some excellent writing. 
There are also some fabulous pieces of writing from our 
cross-curricular projects. All the children who have been 
selected by their teachers to feature on the class pages 
should be incredibly proud of themselves! 

This edition contains a feature on the book wishlist scheme 
that has been launched by the PTFA. Take a look at the joy 
your kind donations are already bringing to our young 
readers!

I hope you thoroughly enjoy reading the work collected for 
this edition, and that even more children are inspired to 
write for the next edition! 

Happy reading, 

Mrs Stirling-Wood
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This half term, the PTFA have launched 
a book wishlist scheme in association 

with The Barrister in Wonderland 
bookshop, and already we are seeing 
new and exciting books coming into 

classrooms!

Thank you to everyone who has already 
kindly donated towards this scheme. 

The children were extremely excited to 
receive the new books for their 

classroom libraries!

If you would like to donate a book to 
school, or make a donation towards a 

book, we would be most grateful!

To take part, please visit 
https://wonderlandbooks

hop.co.uk/berry-hill-
primary-school-wish-

list/ or scan the QR code.

https://wonderlandbookshop.co.uk/berry-hill-primary-school-wish-list/
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Inspired to write poem

Lockdown is hard but safe and happy with my family

We all stay at home

Working on our own

We are safe

Even though people debate what is the right thing to do

We can play with toys with some boys very soon

We can do baking and play outside now

Reading every night

We never fight

Enjoy the fresh air

And we can share the fresh air

Isabel, class 10

Edward, Class 6
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Things to look forward to

The things I’m looking forward to

When covid time is through

Are travelling to places far and wide

Like the beach, theme park or zoo

I’ll ride the teacups at Disneyland

And quack with Donald Duck

Watch the castle fireworks from the bandstand

Fireworks exploding magically while I look

I’ll have parties with all my friends

Eating cakes, sweets and ice cream

We’ll dance like the music never ends

While we laugh, mess around and scream

I’ll go to the cinema and theatre too

And watch all my favourite shows

I’ll watch in amazement as I see something new

And clap along to the songs that I know

I’ll spend time with all my family together

Having parties and family days’ out

It feels like it has been forever

Since we’ve been able to just hang about

I’ll play my guitar in my music showcase

And go swimming at the pool

When the virus is gone from every place

And everyone can go back to school.

Max, class 10

I’ve got a sofa and a four leafed clover

How lucky am I 

I’ve got a pencil case

And on my TV I watch The Chase

How lucky am I

We’ve got a car and it can travel far

I’ve got a shower

And I’ve seen a tower

I’ve got a bath where I can laugh

How lucky am I

How lucky am I

Jude, class 10
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The Mystery of the Missing Easter Bunny

Amy woke up with a huge yawn. Her room was dimly lit, and the sun was just navigating its 
way around the curtain. 

Surprisingly, it was a few minutes later when she realised what day it actually was: Easter 
Sunday. 

Amy hopped out of bed, slipped on her dressing gown and slippers (they were pink, bunny 
rabbit slippers she had had the Easter before) and skipped downstairs. 

Her Mum and Dad were sat in the lounge drinking tea. Normally, on Easter Sunday, the 
room would be packed with chocolate eggs. But this time? Not one. 

“Where are the eggs Mum?”

“I don’t know darling, it would appear the Easter Bunny has gone on strike,” said Dad, 
taking a sip of tea. 

“Why don’t we see, Amy, if he has delivered the usual egg hunt outside?” asked Mum, 
stroking my hair. 
After Amy was ready, they looked all across the garden, but, no eggs could be found. 

Amy sighed, “It’s not all about the chocolate anyway, it’s about more important things; new 
beginnings, looking forward to spring, spending time with family.”

So, Amy and her family spent Eater Sunday playing competitive games, watching thrilling 
movies, and having fun outside. 

At about 5 o’clock, halfway through Frozen 2, Amy heard a high-pitch, tiny squeak. Her 
Mum had heard it too. Dad was asleep and snoring incredibly loudly! 

“It’s a bunny, there, on the patio!” exclaimed Amy. 

Sophia, Class 14

The bunny looked slightly dozy and was stuffing his face with 
chocolate. He looked dozy as he had almost worked his way through 
the eggs of all the children up and down the country, (Amy will never 
know this however).  

Mum and Amy came to the conclusion to take the fluffy rabbit inside 
and give it a bath as its once grey fur was turning brown from melted 
chocolate. 

They kept him for a while he seemed to get on very well with Amy…

…and they would set him free when the next Easter came. 
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A Guilty, Lucky Girl

Lila was a very lucky girl. She got whatever she wished for! For example, one day Lila 
came home from school, her brother George was watching TV. Lila asked him politely, 
“Can I watch the TV please?” Of course, he yelled back “NO!” Her mum heard him. 
“Let Lila watch the TV!” shouted her mum. “But she always gets to watch it!” replied 
George. “Because she behaves herself”. GRRR roared George as he walked away 
angrily to his room. Lila switched on her favourite cartoon. Lila always gets to do what 
she wants by just saying ‘please’. One time at school, she nearly reached the ceiling 
because of how desperate she was to hand out the Maths books, but it was Sam’s 
turn. Sam collected the books. “Lila, put your hand down. It’s Sam’s turn – you handed 
them out yesterday,” said the teacher aggressively, but politely at the same time. “But 
please?” squeaked Lila. The teacher couldn’t resist her puppy eyes. “Fine. Sam, put the 
books down. You can do it tomorrow.” GRRR roared Sam as he sat back down. 
“Yippee!” shrieked Lila. Today, Lila was heading to the shops, not a grocery store, but a 
clothes store. Lila got dressed and brushed her hair on the way to the clothes store. At 
the store, Lila saw a girl wearing shoes with wheels. “Mummy, I want those!” “But 
they’re so expensive!” “They’re only £20! Please?” “Fine!” replied mum. She got exactly 
what she wanted. GRRR roared her mum as she walked out of the store. Her mum 
started to realise, Lila is quite unfair. She gets whatever she wants but only ruins 
people’s day for it. George didn’t get to watch TV, Sam didn’t get to hand out the books 
and mum hadn’t been able to save up for that new car. And, Lila’s best friend was 
throwing a party for her birthday. Lila wouldn’t go because she had promised to 
watch her dog, Alfie, while her parents were out shopping. “Please may I go?” asked 
Lila desperately. “No.” replied her mum. Lila gasped. She had never heard a ‘no’ after 
a ‘please’. It was too late to say anything as her mum was already in the car. Lila felt 
ashamed, in fact, guilty. She realised what she did. When her parents returned, she 
said sorry. Her parents were happy she realised and she gave her shoes back to that 
shop for the money back. She pretended they were too small for her. Back at home,
she let George watch TV all day. At school Sam was going to pass the books out since 
he didn’t get the chance. Lila lifted her hand, “Oh, no!” Sam thought. “Yes?” asked the 
teacher. “I’m sorry I was so desperate to hand the books out. May Sam get two goes 
to hand them out like I did so it can be fair and square?” “Of course!” smiled the 
teacher. Sam smiled too, and so did her family.

Kristina, class 10
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Detective Harry & the stolen Hamster

Once upon a time there was a little boy called Coco, Coco lived 
with his hamster Pete. One day Coco came home from a long 
day at school and when he went up to his room to feed him best 
friend Pete the hamster, he was gone!!!

Coco was upset so he called Detective Harry to solve the 
mystery. The very same day, detective harry turned up at the 
scene of the crime. He came with his parrot and partner in 
crime solving, Bob. Bob was no ordinary parrot, bob was also a 
detective and a master of disguise. 

When Harry and Bob arrived they got out their magnifying 
glasses to look around Pete’s cage and Coco’s bedroom for 
clues. They found a clue that would lead them to the wardrobe. 
Inside the wardrobe as a secret portal that had been put there 
by the evil genius Razor. Razor was a super villain and his super 
power was he was super strong, as strong as 6,000 men. Razor 
however had a weakness, his weakness was goats. Knowing 
this, Harry and Bob called their friend Grant the goat to come 
and help them. So they walked into the portal and where they 
found Razor and Grant butted him over the edge in to the water 
and Razor couldn’t swim because his arms were too big, they 
said to Razor “if you promise to give us back the hamster we will 
get you out”. Razor agreed and gave them Pete back, they 
returned him to Coco and they all lived happily ever after!!!!  

Bella, Class 7
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Global warming

It’s been seven days since global warming hit. It destroyed the 
Earth into pieces. We had to evacuate into an emergency space 
shuttle provided by the military.

Seven days ago

“Mom, do I have to go to school?”

“Yes dear, you need to get your bag it’s time to go.”

“But mom…”

“No buts!”

“Okay…” Suddenly, the ground started to shake. A huge volcano 
came out of the ground but it erupted ice. The boy and his 
mother ran out of the house to see it get destroyed. They 
started to panic but the boy saw on a poster there was an 
emergency space shuttle. They got in the car as the building 
was getting destroyed. All of a sudden the gas went on the car. 
They got out of the car and ran but in the distance the 
emergency space shuttle was just there. They found there was 
only one space left. The mother chose her child to go on instead 
of herself.

Here I am. I’m that boy.

The crew found a survivor… it was my mom. 

Archie, class 14
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Isabel, Class 10
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Louis, Class 10
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Saliha, Class 2

This half term, we have been 
looking at a range of non-

fiction text about space and 
the Moon landing. 

The children have written 
questions that they would 
like to ask an astronaut. 

What excellent questions! I 
wonder what the astronaut 

would say?

Abigail, Class 2
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Sophia, Class 3

The children have written 
questions that they would 
like to ask an astronaut. 

What excellent questions! I 
wonder what the astronaut 

would say?

Rio, Class 3

This half term, we have been 
looking at a range of non-

fiction text about space and 
the Moon landing. 
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We read The Naughty Bus then looked 
at non-fiction texts about Toys. The 
children really enjoyed finding out 

about when toys were made and what 
they were made of.

We also looked at how non-fiction 
books (Start up history: toys) were set 

out with headings, pictures and 
photographs.

Everyone was really proud of their 
information pages and commented on 
how much they enjoyed creating them.

Matilda 
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Pippa 

Dylan  



Inspired to write 

15

Prudence  

Willliam
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We read The Naughty Bus then looked 
at non-fiction texts about Toys. The 
children really enjoyed finding out 

about when toys were made and what 
they were made of.

We also looked at how non-fiction 
books (Start up history: toys) were set 

out with headings, pictures and 
photographs.

Everyone was really proud of their 
information pages and commented on 
how much they enjoyed creating them.

Eden  
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Teya

Annalise 
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Bobby 

Rosie 
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Class 6 have been writing poetry 
inspired by ‘The Owl and the Pussy 

Cat’ which you can see proudly 
displayed in our classroom. 

We rehearsed our poems aloud 
using rhythm and counting 

syllables to make sure the patterns 
were right. 

Lauma’s poem includes alliteration 
with a ‘fluffy fox’. She has also used 

lots of adjectives to improve 
description so that the reader can 

really picture what the fox looks like. 
Luma
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Eryn has studied the layout of the poem. 
She has presented this beautifully using 

her excellent joined writing. 

Her poem has all the elements we learnt 
about including rhyme, rhythm, 
alliteration, and she’s even used 

apostrophes correctly!

Class 6 have made a book of 
some of our own wonderful 

creations!

Eryn
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Noah was imaginative and 
creative when thinking of his 
ideas for the sequel poem. He 

focused really well on the 
syllables needed for each line, 
the rhythm of the poem and 
making sure that his words 

rhymed too. Take a look. 

Class 7 have had great fun learning the poem 
‘The Owl and the Pussy Cat’. We have done so 
much work about it, looking at the vocabulary, 
the rhyming patterns, writing lists of what the 

characters would need to pack for their 
journey, interviewing the characters, writing 
letters in role…the list goes on! However, our 
final job was to think about the Owl and the 

Pussy Cat’s honeymoon and what the sequel 
poem might be. Where might they go? How 
would they get there? Have a look at just a 

few examples of the first verses of our 
wonderful work. 

Noah



Inspired to write 

22

Marissa was keen to use 
description within her 

sequel poem and worked 
well to follow the syllable 

pattern of the original 
poem. She wanted her 

poem to flow and to have 
a meaning which we 
think she has done 

brilliantly. Have a read 
for yourself. 

Ellis has been trying 
particularly hard with 
his handwriting and 
he has been keen to 
join his writing each 

time that he has 
written. When writing 

his poem, Ellis 
concentrated 

brilliantly to present 
and publish his poem 

neatly. He used 
adjectives well to add 
detail to his writing. 

Enjoy reading his 
poem. 

Marissa

Ellis
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One of the hymns 
we looked at was 
When I  needed a 

neighbour. 
Charlie wrote his 

own verses for 
this hymn that 

followed the 
structure well. 

Charlie

Year 3 have been working on an RE-Poetry unit 
this half term. We have focused on Christian 

hymns as our form of poetry, learnt about the 
poetic features they contain, and the children 

have written their own hymn-style poems 
inspired by the hymns we’ve studied. 
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Aliesha was inspired by the hymn ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow’ and 
wrote her own verse in a similar style, focusing on a range of different animals!

Aliesha

Charlotte enjoyed the 
hymn ‘He’s got the 
whole world in His 

hands’. She’s thought 
about alternative 

aspects of our world 
and included them in 

her own verse! Charlotte 
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Poppy, Freya and Stanley also took 
inspiration from the well-known hymn, ‘He’s 

got the whole world in his hands’.

Their poems 
mimic the 
repetitive 

structure of 
the hymn, 

with an 
interesting 

twist! These 
are three 
excellent 

examples!

Stanley  

Poppy  

Freya  
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Year 3 have been working on an RE-Poetry unit 
this half term. We have focused on Christian 

hymns as our form of poetry, learnt about the 
poetic features they contain, and the children 

have written their own hymn-style poems 
inspired by the hymns we’ve studied. 

One of the hymns 
we looked at was 
‘When I  needed a 
neighbour’. Jakub
used substitution 
to create his own 

version of the 
hymn.

Jakub   
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Phoebe used rhyming 
words to create her own 

poem of rhyming couplets. 
Some of her lines use 
near-rhymes as well!

Sofia used rhyming words in 
her poem about Easter eggs!

Sofia  

Phoebe   
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Year 4 have really enjoyed producing 
their information texts during Spring 

term. After a thoroughly exciting 
virtual visit from Jungle Jo, the 

children couldn’t wait to start writing. 
Within their writing they have written 
facts about many animals including 

writing features taught through both 
our grammar blasts and English 

lessons. I am really proud of all the 
children who worked tirelessly to 

produce some great pieces of work!

Katie   
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Here are two more examples by Ava and Louis. Look at their fabulous 
use of subheadings and images to guide the reader!

Ava    

Louis     
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The children in year 4 have studied a model 
non-fiction text called Incredible Bugs 

which has inspired them to produce their 
own fabulous non-chronological reports. 

The children researched creatures including 
a snail, stick insect, cockroach, millipede 

and tarantula, which were shown to them in 
a virtual visit from Jungle Jo before 

presenting what they had learnt creatively 
on the page with detailed sketches. The 

ambitious vocabulary pops off the page!

Szyman
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Grace has brought her writing to live 
with a range of sentence openers, 

and packed her page with interesting 
facts about bugs. Her lift-up flaps hide 

even more information, and her use 
of subheadings helps to guide the 
reader. A super piece of writing!

Want to learn 
more about 

incredible animals? 
There are lots of 

other books 
available in the 
Smart Animals

series!

Grace    
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Here are two more examples by Harmony and Ibrahim. 

Harmony

Ibrahim     
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We have written persuasive adverts for holidays...as 
we're ready for an after-COVID break!

This is Jasper’s advert, which 
uses a range of persuasive 
devices to make the reader 
want to book that getaway!

Jasper     

Bonnie

Bonnie has, used a variety of structures 
to make her writing interesting 

structures and ambitious vocabulary. 
She has certainly made us want to head 

off to the Maldives!
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We have written persuasive adverts for holidays...as 
we're ready for an after-COVID break!

This is Maddison’s
advert, which is 

certainly persuasive! 
Who could say no to 

toasting 
marshmallows 

around the fire?!

Maddison     

Allyssia

Here is another fantastic examples of 
persuasive devices being used to 

excellent effect! Allyssia has made his 
holiday destination sound irresistible!
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Jessica has written a non-chronological report on Mount Everest.

Jessica    

These two pieces of 
writing were inspired 

by our Explore project, 
where we have learnt 
more about our planet 

and how to look after it. 
Dylan and Ruby have 

written a joint poem on 
saving the Earth.

Dylan & Ruby    
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Lacey enjoyed creating a 
holiday advertisement for 

her persuasive writing task. 
She used some fantastic 

expanded noun phrases to 
describe her holiday 

destination, and her use of 
rhetorical questions was

also brilliant – she gets the 
reader involved and 

wanting to know more. It 
certainly made me want to 

go there! 

Riley also enjoyed writing his 
persuasive advert about getting 
his readers to visit the famous 

city, New York. He made this city 
sound incredible and worth a 

visit. His use of descriptive 
features was brilliant and he also 
smartly used rhetorical questions 

to entice his readers. Riley has 
made this place a must go on 

your travels! 

Riley

Lacey
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We have also been writing information texts and Rowan produced a 
great text about the River Nile. He researched his information 
independently and then used those notes to create his own 

information text. His use of conjunctions to extend sentences to 
contain more information was excellent . I think we can all agree that 

his presentation was amazing!
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Emily enjoyed learning about the tallest mountain in the world (MT Everest) 
and created an information text about it. She also researched information 
independently using many different sources, and organised those notes to 
create this excellent information text. I learned so much about the famous 

mountain reading it and I also loved the presentation! Do I dare try and 
climb the mountain myself? It sounds exciting but also dangerous. 
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As part of 
our Explore 

project, Year 
6 have 

thought 
about how 

we look after 
our planet, 

what we can 
do to protect 
it and why it 

needs 
protecting. 

Harry A    

William
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For our non-fiction topic, 
Year 6 studied Shackleton’s 

Journey. The book is 
beautifully illustrated and 

the children enjoyed 
learning about how 

Shackleton and his crew 
faced their race for survival 

in Antarctica. Here, these 
children have written 

persuasive speeches in the 
role of Shackleton. They 

have both included a range 
of motivational elements in 

their writing!

Evie Mi

Olivia
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As part of 
our Explore 

project, Year 
6 have 

thought 
about how 

we look after 
our planet, 

what we can 
do to protect 
it and why it 

needs 
protecting. Freddie

Oliwia
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For our non-fiction topic, 
Year 6 studied 

Shackleton’s Journey. 
The book is beautifully 

illustrated and the 
children enjoyed 

learning about how 
Shackleton and his crew 

faced their race for 
survival in Antarctica. 
Here, these children 

have retold the part of 
the story where the 

crew made the 
treacherous journey to 

South Georgia!

Abigail 

Quentin 

Ewan J 
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Thank you for reading the children’s work in our half-termly 
magazine! On the next page, there are details of what we are 
inviting you to send in for the next edition: poetry for Poets’ 
Corner, short stories from budding Young Authors, reading 
recommendations to inspire others, and pictures of enthralled 
readers caught reading! 

The deadline for submissions for the next edition is Friday 14th

May. 

We understand that some children have wanted to submit their 
writing to the magazine but do not have access to a computer at 
home. Therefore, there will be a box in reception where teachers 
can place any work brought in on paper. Please ensure this work 
is presented well so that it can be easily photographed. 
Alternatively, please continue to send submissions via email to
inspiredtowrite@berryhill.notts.sch.uk and remember to include 
your child’s name and class. 

Please note that we may not be able to feature all submissions, 
and late submissions may not be included.

We hope to see many more of our talented pupils taking part and 
can’t wait to receive their imaginative work!

Mrs Stirling-Wood

43
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Get your creativity flowing with a 
poem! You could write any style of 
poetry, and remember that your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme!

Poems can be submitted typed or as 
a photograph of a handwritten piece 
of creative work.

Poets’ Corner Young authors
Tell us a story. Your story can be 
about anything that interests you. 
Could you write an adventure story, 
full of danger and excitement? What 
about a mystery story that leaves 
the reader wondering? Your story 
could be funny, sad, scary…or 
anything else!

Stories must be typed and under 
1000 words.

Inspired to read
Read a good book lately? Write a
review to tell other children about 
what you’ve read! What happened 
in the story? Don’t give too much 
away! What type of book was it?  
Who would you recommend your 
book to? Why?

For the first summer edition, we 
would love you to include a summery 
theme in your writing! Here’s a photo 
to help get your creative juices 
flowing!

Inspired to write

Reviews should be no 
longer than 250 words 
and should include the 
title and author.

Caught reading
Got caught reading a good book 
lately? Send in a picture and you 
could feature in the next edition of

44


