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A celebration of writing 

Welcome 
Welcome to the first edition of Inspired to Write @ Berry 
Hill. We have pages packed with some fantastic work from 
the children, from both in school and at home. 

It’s so exciting to see the range of writing that has been 
going on across school this half term – and all of it inspired 
by an exciting story. From Foundation to Year Six, each 
class has focused on a fictional text and produced writing 
inspired by what they have read. I have loved reading the 
contributions chosen by teachers for the magazine. You can 
really see the effort the children are making to become 
better writers!

Likewise, the contributions from home have been 
impressive – from children reading, to children writing their 
own poetry and short stories. It is encouraging to see that 
so many of the children enjoy writing for pleasure.

I hope you thoroughly enjoy reading the work collected for 
this edition, and that even more children are inspired to 
write for the next edition!

Happy reading, 

Mrs Stirling-Wood
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A celebration of writing 

By Max, Class  8

Back to school
We have all come back to school, 

Back to school, back to school
And our teachers are really cool!

Oh, we are back to school.

We are making some new friends, some new friends, 
some new friends, 

We don’t want the day to end, 
We play with our new friends.

There’s lots of new, fun things to do,
Things to do, things to do, 

Lots to learn for me and you, 
There’s new, fun things to do.

Kindness is a gift,
Friends is forever,

Talents shine so brightly,
Memories live forever,

Berry hill is so much fun,
Come on over join the fun!

By Summer, Class 13

By Ellie, Class 11 

By Max, Class 10 
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A celebration of writing 
By Benjamin, Class 9By Joel, Class 11

By Lily, Class 14
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By Annabelle, Class 10

By Oscar, Class 11

Berry Hill is our brilliant school,

Everyone tries to follow the rules,

Really nice teachers give us support,

Really strong values are what we are taught,

Young people Take Care is written on our paws,

Have a great day, “We will do of course!”

Intelligent children, everyone shines,

Lessons are fun, but can be tricky at times,

Loving our school; it’s simply the best. We know 

without doubt it’s above all the rest!

By Henry, Class 10 By Freddie, Class 11

By Henri, Class 11

Education is enjoyable 

Dedication to learning

Unique in everyway

Challenging everyday 

Achieving automate level

Teachers are there to help

Individual in different ways 

Optimistic at break times

Never a dull moment!
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“Fluffy-Rose brings a present.”

Once upon a time there was a chick called Fluffy-Rose.   
She lives in a beautiful house with pink and purple flowers 
on it.  She planned to pick some pretty flowers for her friend 
Goldy-Locks.  She got the flowers because it was Goldy-
Locks’ birthday!  Finally, she got to Goldy ‘s village!   Fluffy-
Rose gave Goldy-Locks her present. Goldy said thank you 
Fluffy, thank you!  Fluffy-Rose said you are welcome.  
Come inside said Goldy-Locks. So Fluffy went inside and 
had tea! Soon it was time to go home. So, the friends said 
goodbye.  Fluffy-Rose went home.  Fluffy and her pet went 
to bed.
Charlotte, Class 8
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Shoona The Baby Lion 

Once upon a time there was a beautiful group of lions. They live between 600 and 700 
years ago in Namibia. They had blue eyes and beautiful fur and mane. One day one of 
the lioness’s had a baby but a few weeks later the baby got older and ran away. The 
group of lions went looking for the baby lion. The baby lion was running and tripped 
over some rocks. The group of lions found the baby lion and put him on some leaves 
where he falls asleep. The baby lion’s mother called the baby lion Shoona (which means 
the little one in Oshindonga). Shoona woke up and her mum told Shoona off but all 
Shoona was doing is hunting and looking for friends meanwhile dad is hunting for 
zebras. Dad caught 5 zebras, so they had a big lunch. After the family of lions had 
finished their lunch the lion dad had to go out and mark his territory, making sure he is 
protecting his pride which included baby Shoona. The other lions went to the water 
hole to have a drink.

Suddenly a strange portal opened and the whole family was very confused, but baby 
Shoona was more curious about the strange portal. She wanted to go in and finds out 
what was on the other side. Shoona decided to jump in the portal, while she was 
traveling in the portal, she saw a strange man busy breaking black block. But she did 
not teleport there she teleported into a weird dimension were the world was made 
from burning fire under ground. She encountered man who had pink faces. Some of 
the man where little and all they did was run around really quickly while others had 
powers that allowed them to go under laver and appear as ghosts too.

Shoona’s mums were terrified and very scared for her. They wanted to go in the portal 
to save her but they were too scared so they decided to start roar as loud as they can 
so that the lion dad can hear them and come over to help. The dad come racing back 
but he was running so fast he could not stop in time he ended up falling into the portal. 
He bumped straight into Shoona which made him so happy to see her. He picked her 
up with his mouth and jumped back out from the portal. Everybody was so happy to 
see them both. Just before the portal vanished a little black lion jumped out of the 
portal just before it closed forever. Maybe he could be friends with Shoona that way 
Shoona will stop running away and getting into trouble because she is looking for a 
friend. 

by Aliesha, class 8
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Dog diary
Day 1
I awoke to my owners calling me for my morning tinkle, and after that I had some spare 

Chicken [the night before we had the whole family over for Sunday dinner]. I gobbled up 
my food, I was ravenous because I slept for a full 8 hours and my owners [Jess and 
James] love me. I’m a husky + Australian Shepard mix puppy.
After 1 hour I was out on a walk in the lovely autumn air. Here is a photo me, my name is 
DJ. When we got home Auntie Kate was waiting for us and after about 1 hour of them 
chatting, I passed out that’s how sleepy I was after our walk.

Day 2
I awoke again, not to my owners but another bark! I slowly walk in to the living room to my 
surprise a fellow dog. What why had my owners not told me? Not to mention auntie Kate. 
“Should we have told DJ” said mummy “nah he’s only a dog” daddy said but I should have 
known they we getting a new dog! Why wouldn’t they?
I started a nearing “it”, she told me her name is lily but I don’t trust her though, she does 
look a lot like my mother.
Day 3
I awoke yet to another bark, not of Lily’s but another dog! I again slowly peered in to the 
living room, A husky! “My name is Nico”
Wait… it’s coming back to me that they’re my parents! OMG I’m so happy!! “Mum, Dad!” I 
said
“Yes son” said my Dad.
“Wow I never expected to see you again” I said.
My mum and I had a big hug, though my dad laid there with his fur all puffed up. 

“Hahahahahaha” I laughed.

Day 4
We were all happy until my owners mentioned the V.E.T.S! “Noooooooooooooooooooo” I 
howled.
“Are you OK DJ” my mum said, “no the owners mentioned the V.E.T.S.  
They said “puppies walkies” so we all went but growled the whole way. Why were we 
going? Oh, we had not been neutered yet!
After that we all had cones on and not the ice cream cone but the cone dogs have after the 
vets, OMG I HATE THAT CONE!
By Neve, Class 14
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Candyland

One winters day there was a girl called Clara.  Clara always dreamt of going to Candyland, 
but then it happened!

It was about 8pm at night and she dreamt about Candyland and then she was gone, soon 
she dropped out of nowhere and woke up.

“Where am I?” Clara asked.  “Hello”.

As soon as Clara said hello there was a big BANG.  She looked around the room with her 
eyes open wide and her mouth open too.

There was an old lady, name Pat. “Hello my dear child”, said the old lady in a croaky voice. 
“Hello, where am I?” shouted Clara.  “Am I really in Candyland?” “Yes you are, come on 
follow me” said the old lady.

Clara followed the old lady.  The first stop of the day is the Gingerbread Town. “Wow this is 
amazing” said Clara.  Then there was a trumpet making some sound “oh no”, shouted the old 
lady.  “What?” whispered Clara.  It was Lord Barkis.

“Who is Lord Barkis?” said Clara, Pat explained that Lord Barkis was a Lord, but a very bad 
one.  Clara was shaking and didn’t know what to do.  “Come on let’s go to the land of Milk 
and Cookies”, said Pat.

As soon as they landed in the land of Milk and Cookies, Clara was hungry so the old lay said 
she could have one of the marshmallows.  Clara loved the marshmallows so much.

Then the trumpets started making a noise again.  “Not again” said Clara.  They kept on going 
to different realms, but then the old lady remembered, the Lords biggest weakness, which 
was the realm of The Purple Rock Candy.  They decided to go there where they would be 
safe.  Finally, Clara had landed in a good place. 

“Wow” said Clara in a surprised voice.  “This is the most beautiful realm I have been to in my 
life!”  Clara stomped on the floor and a Rock Candy Castle appeared.  Clara did not know she 
could do that!  The old lady was shocked too!  They both really needed a drink and there 
were cold purple Fanta’s.  They both ate and drank.

Clara wanted to move on. They didn’t have time to search the Rock Candy Castle.

The old lady said “I think its time you should go home, it has been amazing meeting you, I 
really enjoyed our time together, will you ever come back?” “Of course, I’m going to come 
back” said Clara “I’m going to miss you cried Pat!”  

Pat gave a first hug to Clara with one snap Clara was officially home.

by Leah, Class 11 
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The Dance

Her fingers were interlocked with her partner. She looked at the ground and 
sighed before slowly pulling her head up to see Emily smiling at her. The song they 
had heard a million times started to play as their feet swept across the stage. The 
music was so familiar she could dance to it in her sleep. She started to hear ‘Ooo’ 
and ‘ahh’ from the crowd as they watched the pair of girls dance; spinning and 
twirling around the stage. 

Kaytlyn and Emily had been friends forever and it seemed that they had been 
dancing even longer, but they were never brave enough to go on shows like their 
friends had told them to. They only performed at playground dancing contests 
until they finally mustered up the courage to perform live. For some reason, two 
twelve year old girls dancing classically across the stage - whilst still having the 
fun new modern style - entertained people and they had gotten to the finale. 
Kaytlyn twirled Emily around as the music started to stop. They ended hand in 
hand as the crowd erupted with applause. Kaytlyn looked at Emily she was 
panting but her eyes were beaming ‘We did it’ she whispered. The judges smiled as 
they spun slightly in their spinny chairs and twizzled a pen in their hands. ‘Brilliant 
girls like always’ one said; she had obviously liked them the second they walked 
onto the stage whilst the others needed a bit more convincing ‘but we are going to 
wait until the end to voice our opinions, so we can decide once we've seen the 
other acts.’ The woman smiled as the two girls nodded and walked off stage. 

They breathed out like air around them was freezing and rubbed their hands 
whilst they watched the other acts. A singer, a magician, even a ventriloquist! Their 
Mums hugged and smiled at them and told them how proud they were, but the 
two girls could only give a half hearted smile as they carefully watched the other 
acts in the show. It reminded them of their first show; they had only been dancing 
for a few weeks but they loved it so much that when one of their friends 
announced a talent contest they were the first to compete. They danced to the 
same song back then, only they had to sing it themselves. They had waited in the 
wings so worried and nervous as the other children performed their talents, but in 
the end they had won! 
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Eventually, after what felt like forever, the last act finished and walked off to the wings, but 
they still had a while to wait before they knew who had won. Their Mums went out to buy 
hot chocolates with whipped cream and marshmallows for them, with a little extra snack, 
like a galaxy or fredo. Soon they returned, piping-hot mugs in hand, and gave them to the 
girls. They quickly ate all of the marshmallows and cream before starting to drink the 
chocolate themselves. They quickly finished their galaxy caramel chocolate bar too. Once 
they had finished it was almost time to go back on. 

They smiled at their Mums and waved as they were called back onto stage. Kaytlyn’s suit 
dragged across the floor as they stepped into their places. She was the tomboy so she 
didn't mind being the one having to hold Emily's hand whilst she spun around and she 
didn't mind being the one having to wear a suit that looked like she was a groom in a 
wedding. The judges went down the line, telling everyone what they liked and what could 
be improved. Then they got down to Emily and Kaytlyn. The moment they had been 
dreading. Emily gulped as the judges started talking. ‘The only thing I think you two need 
to improve,’ one said ‘is try and practise the shuffle a bit more' he smiled and laughed a 
little bit. When they first came onto the show Kaytlyn had specifically told them that the 
shuffle wasn't her greatest move, and proved herself right when she tried to shuffle along 
with Emily. She could hear a ripple of laughter through the crowd, and the girls couldn't 
help but laugh alongside them. ‘But other than that it was gorgeous.’ The judge finished. 
Another male judge held a letter in his hand, he passed it over to her. ‘Thank you.’ she 
mouthed to him ‘And the winner for this year's talent contest’ she looked around the 
crowd, their faces longing for the answer sealed away inside the envelope. She coughed 
into her hand, prolonging the reply ‘Kaytlyn and Emily with their classical dancing!’ she 
shouted. The crowd sprang up from their seats and applauded as the two girls jumped up 
and down. The other acts slumped down and walked off stage as the spotlight was on the 
girls. The judges and their families ran up to the stage and hugged them. They signalled to 
the cameras by waving their hands ‘Goodnight everybody!’ they shouted as the cameras 
stopped recording. 

Emilly and Kaytlyn hugged and whispered to each other as they held their cheques they 
had gotten from winning, ‘We did it, we really did it!’

By Evie  Mi, class 14
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Wolf brother is an amazing book by 

Michelle Paver! Torak’s dad (Fa) was 

killed by an evil bear. Torak needs to find 

all 3 pieces of the nanuak to be able to 

defeat the evil bear. before his dad (Fa) 

died, he told Torak “find the mountain of 

the world spirit” that nobody had ever 

found…

By Joel, Class 14

By Sophia, Class 14

Book reviews are a fantastic way to learn 
about books that you might like to read.
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Finn and Freddie have labelled a picture of 
the characters in The Little Red Hen. 

They thought carefully about which sounds they 
could hear in each word and have used their 

phonic knowledge to help them write.

Finn

Freddie
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Noah and Paige have drawn a picture of 
their favourite story character. They told 

their teachers all about the books and 
described their favourite part.

Samuel and Sophia have been 
designing a trap for the character 
Wizard Lizard from Superworm! They 
thought carefully about how to trap the 
magic lizard to ensure he doesn’t 
capture Superworm again! They 
labelled different parts of their picture.

Noah

Paige

SamuelSophia
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Year 1 have been really enjoying The Last Wolf by 
Mini Grey.

It is about a little girl called Little Red (sounds 
familiar) who sets off to catch a wolf… 

But the woods aren’t all what they seem – and she 
discovers there is only one wolf left in the land!

Ellie

Ellie loved retelling the 
story and has really 

tried hard to join up her 
handwriting!

Theo

Theo was really excited 
to write his version of 

the story and even 
included repetition!
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Grace

Grace included lots of verbs to 
describe how Little Red hunted 

through the forest 

Elijah loved retelling his story 
and he really tried hard to 

include his punctuation

Elijah
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Year 1 have been 
reading The Last 

Wolf and exploring 
the story in their 
Writing lessons.

Rosie

Joshua

Here are examples of Rosie and Joshua 
retelling the story by themselves.
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Joshua

This is Joshua’s plan for his retelling 
of the story. He has broken down 

the story into 5 parts and added his 
own details.

William

William has retold the story of The 
Last Wolf, too. Look how much he’s 

written!
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Alicja has chosen to write about 
Pecky Penguin for her journey 

story. She has added some 
adjectives and chose Pecky 

Penguin because it links to her 
learning about alliteration. She 
has added an expanded noun 
phrase to give the reader an 

insight into Pecky’s personality. 

Alicja

The children in Year 2 have been 
reading about Sunny’s journey 
in Meerkat Mail this half term.
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George has written about 
Penguin Pete; some more 

alliteration! He has checked his 
punctuation ensuring good use 
of capital letters and full stops. 

Editing is so important so that 
the reader can access all those 
brilliant ideas the writer has in 

their head. 

Gracie chose to write 
about Nitty the Narwhal! 

She lives in the North 
Pole and thinks it is too 

cold. Perhaps her 
journey will take her to 
somewhere warm like 

where Sunny (the main 
character in Meerkat 
Mail) lives. I wonder if 
she will like it there?....

George

Gracie
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Class 7 have been really enjoying our English 
work and we’ve read a brilliant book called 
‘Meerkat Mail’. It is about a meerkat called 

Sunny who decides to leave the Khalari Desert 
and visit different places. Sadly, all of the places 
aren’t quite right for him and he doesn’t fit in. It 

has a really happy ending, though, when he 
finds the perfect place to be: home! 

Niamh has thought carefully 
about the rainforest setting and 

she imagined that she was 
Sunny. She has created some 
fantastic descriptions. Niamh 
chose suitable adjectives to 

describe different aspects of 
what the rainforest was like, 
helping it come to life in the 

reader’s mind! 

Niamh
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Zack has written his own 
version of the Meerkat 
Mail story. He worked 
really hard to include 

adjectives to describe the 
places that Sunny visits. 

Zack

Lucas has also written 
his own version of the 
Meerkat Mail story. He 
worked really well on 
presenting his writing 

neatly, using extended 
sentences, and he even 
used his red pen to add 
another two places that 

Sunny visited! 

Lucas
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Year 3 have been 
reading A Most 

Peculiar Toy Factory, 
where not everything 
is as it would seem…

Charlie wrote a diary in 
role as Hoggle’s

grandfather using a 
structure strip effectively 

to ensure that he 
remembered to include 

features such as 
prepositions and 

conjunctions.

Eva used her imagination to 
picture what Tess, Niles and 

Stacy might have seen as 
they entered the rocking 

horse room. She used 
senses sentences to 

describe what they might 
have seen and heard whilst 

in the room.

Eva

Charlie
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Aliesha and Freya both impressed Miss McIntyre with their vocabulary 
choices when describing a goblin. She was also impressed with their use of 
similes. 

Freya 

Aliesha
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Year 3 have been reading
A Most Peculiar Toy 
Factory, where not 

everything is as it would 
seem…

Sophia
Sophia has thought about what her character can see 

hear and smell, as well as what she might feel and think. 
She has shown that she can use commas in a list 

accurately. 
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Jack

Jack has used his imagination to 
describe what the goblin in the factory 

might look like. He has written 
expanded noun phrases   to help the 

reader imagine the creature. 

Tyler

Tyler has worked hard on his sentences using adverbs to describe verbs.
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Class 10 have loved 
exploring the world of 

Skeleton Keys and 
meeting other 
characters like 

Beardbeard, Daisy and 
Gorblimey.

Sienna has taken 
us on a journey to 
her room of 
possibilities, and 
she has included 
contractions and 
speech in her 
writing.

Sienna
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Isabelle has considered the 
different senses when describing 
the world behind her imaginary 

door.

Kristina has created her very 
own imaginary friend, Chad! 

Kristina

Isabelle
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Class 11 have loved 

exploring the world of 

Skeleton Keys and his 

Doorminion.

Jack has correctly punctuated speech in the dialogue he has written 
between two characters.

Jack
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Grace has used apostrophes 
for possession to describe her 

own imaginary friend. 

Belle

Belle has considered what she 
senses when describing the world 

behind her imaginary door. 

Grace
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Year 5 have been reading The Jamie Drake 
Equation. It has inspire some fantastic writing! 

Bonnie has described an Alien civilisation.

In her writing, Francesca 
is describing her 

confusing alien civilisation. 
She has used parenthesis 
to add extra information.

Francesca

Bonnie
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Finnley

Oscar

After reading the book, 
Oscar and Finnley wrote 
their own reviews. Would 
they make you want to 

read the story?
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Year 5 have been 
reading The Jamie 
Drake Equation. It 
has inspire some 
fantastic writing! 

Amelia wrote a 
magnificent 

description of 
an alien world. 
She managed 

to include loads 
of different 

senses included 
on the senses 

strip. Her 
description and 

presentation 
was fantastic 

too. 

Amelia
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Lydia also wrote a brilliant 
description of a new alien world 
including different senses. This 

one had the class laughing when 
she read it out! Guns that fire 

‘sloppy fish’ – HA!

Lydia

Viktor

Viktor wrote a brilliant diary 
entry telling the event of when 
an astronomer discovered an 

alien transmission. He 
structured his diary entry well 
and included many character 

emotions within, which created 
suspense! Good use of 

subordinate conjunctions 
again to extend sentences and 

include more information. A 
very concerning message too 

from the alien encounter! 
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Year Six have been reading Wolf Brother – and 
we’ve loved it! The story is set in the stone age 
and is about a boy who befriends a wolf. The 
pair go on a legendary quest with Renn, who 

he meets along the way, to save the forest 
from a demon bear. Here are some examples 

of our fantastic work: 

34

Lily

Lily has written a 
fantastic piece about

being trapped in a snow 
storm. She was so proud 

of her work that she 
asked if she could read it 
to the class! We loved it!
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Kai

Kai has also used his imagination to think what it would feel like being 
trapped inside a snowstorm. He’s used some beautiful language in his writing.

35

Faye

Faye has  written a paragraph about when Torak
fell through the ice into a hole and couldn’t get out!



Year 6 have followed Torak, Renn and Wolf on 
their journey to the Mountain of the World Sprit –

and we have loved every step! The story, Wolf 
Bother, kept us on the edge of our seats right 

until the last sentence. This book inspired us to 
write a variety of different things, here are a few 

examples of our creative work: 

Daisy

Daisy has described the Mountain of the World 
Spirt in great depth. She has used aspects of 

the book to bring her setting description to life. 
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Oliwia

Wow! Oliwia has taken time to describe the mountain and it 
sounds like one beautiful place to be! 

Jayden

Jayden used his 
imagination to write 

about ‘The 
Snowstorm That 
Torak Will Never 

Forget!’ 
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Here's Rosie in Class 5 
reading 'Gran is Cross' to 
her grandma. Luckily her 
real life gran wasn't cross!
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The children in Foundation have 
enjoyed reading in the reading area!


