


Welcome to a new-look Inspired to Write. Our whole school 
writing magazine has been going strong since 2020 and is a 

real showcase for the inspired writing that the children at 
Berry Hill produce. 

So, what’s changed? 
We’ve streamlined the layout to allow more space for the 

children’s brilliant writing.

What hasn’t changed? 
The exceptional writing that has been collated from every 

year group in school, of course!

This edition is packed with excellent examples of writing from 
English lessons and subjects across the curriculum: our 

youngest children in EYFS lead with their out-of-this-world 
creations; Year 2 delight with their adventures inspired by 

The Crow’s Tale; the budding authors in Year 4 craft 
excellent information texts about the water cycle; and Year 6 

shine with their tales of adversity in the frozen Antarctic.

It always fills me with joy to read the children’ s writing, and 
this edition of Inspired to Write is no exception.  

I hope you enjoy our writing, 
Mrs Stirling-Wood



This half term, F2 have been learning all about Space and 
thinking about our learning question “What’s beyond the sky?”.  
We have proudly displayed some of our work in our classroom.  

Klinta was inspired to 
design her own alien 
with ‘eyes on it’s wings’ 
and a blue planet.  

F2 have enjoyed reading the book Here come the 
Aliens by Colin McNaughton. The children have 

enjoyed designing and creating weird and wonderful 
aliens and planets to decorate the classroom.   

George E designed a rocket and 
described its colour.  He remembered 

how we use a capital letter to start our 
sentence and a full stop to finish. 



Maya described her alien as having ‘six legs’ 
and ‘four eyes’. Maya has started to remember 
to use finger spaces between her words.  

Liam has used some very 
adventurous vocabulary to 

describe his alien.  He 
described his alien as 

‘radioactive’.
Maya

Liam

F2 have also been reading Whatever 
Next by Jill Murphy. The children have 

been writing postcards from space and 
creating lists of what they need to take 

with them in their rockets.  

Sophia (below) wrote some 
sentences about a picture from 
the story.  She has used lots of 
diagraphs in her writing. 

Oliver (below) wrote some 
sentences about a picture from 
the story.  He has used lots of 
tricky words in his writing. 



During the Spring 
Term, F2 read a range 

of Traditional Tales. 
Reading inspired the 
children to tell their 

own stories and write 
for a range of 

purposes. The children 
described characters, 
settings and events.

F2 Children particularly enjoyed the tale of 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 

Julian and Annie created baskets for Little 
Red Riding Hood to take to her Grandma. 

Children used their knowledge of phonics to 
segment words and label the contents. 

Julian

Annie



Children used descriptive vocabulary as 
they discussed characters from the 

tales. Children drew the characters and 
settings. They described the characters 
and applied phonics and knowledge of 

‘tricky words’ to write sentences.  

Tommy

Emily
Children wrote ‘Get Well 
Soon’ cards for Grandma. 
Emily is working hard to form 
her letters correctly. What 
beautiful presentation!

Tommy has 
written careful 
sentences. He’s 

used capital 
letters correctly 

as well.



This term in year 1 we based our story writing on 
‘Grandad’s Journey’. This is an emotional story 

about a boy called Sam who travels with his  
Grandad to a tropical island. The children 

changed the characters, the method of transport 
and where their characters travelled to.  

Tia has used a fabulous 
opener for her story. She 
expressed the emotions her 
character would be feeling 
on leaving her Nanny behind 
brilliantly. She has a clear 
beginning, middle and end to 
her story. Throughout, Tia 
has used many capital letters 
and full stops in the right 
places too as well as a capital 
for her character’s names. A 
wonderful story, Tia.Alex was inspired by his 

sister and used her for 
his main character. He 
wrote a super story 
where he changed the 
ship for a rusty 
motorbike and took his 
characters to a forest. 
He has remembered to 
use capital letters for 
his character’s names 
and uses full stops 
throughout. He even 
uses a comma in a list 
and is beginning to join 
his writing. 



Amelia has written about the 
adventures of a little girl and her 
Granny. They set off on an 
aeroplane and find themselves in 
a forest. Amelia describes them 
feeling nervous but happy. 
Throughout her story, Amelia 
extends her sentences well using 
conjunctions like ‘and’ and ‘but’. 

TRAVEL JOURNAL
On the 6th March 2024, Year 
1 children visited Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park. They then 
wrote a travel journal about 
their trip.  

Ines planned her own 
journal ideas based on 
her thoughts about the 
trip. She then wrote her 
journal using adjectives 

to describe her two 
favourite animals. At the 

end, she used bossy 
verbs telling other people 

to go and visit too! 



TRAVEL JOURNAL
Year 1 had such a great day out at 
Yorkshire Wildlife Park. Read on to 
see some more travel journal 
writing. 

Lorena (1SH) 
presented her journal 
beautifully by  
underlining her titles 
and using capitals for 
each word. She wrote 
about her two 
favourite animals from 
the trip and used 
synonyms to describe 
them. Finally, she used 
some bossy language 
at the end to 
encourage you to visit.  

Amelia F (1JM/NK) wrote 
about seeing the lions and 
the leopard. She used 
good adjectives to 
describe what they were 
like and how they made 
her feel. Amelia finished 
her journal writing with a 
recommendation for 
others to visit the park too. 
She used a question 
sentence as a subheading 
and then followed it up 
with some bossy verbs 
telling others to go too! 



At the start of this term, we looked at the fiction book 
‘The Crow’s Tale’ by Naomi Howarth, which is a about a 
brave crow who sets out on a dangerous journey to find 
the Sun. 

Another great success is Oliver’s story 
about a hedgehog who goes on a 
mission. Despite losing his spikes in a 
hurricane, he was able to save the 
animals just in time! I was impressed 
how Oliver used conjunctions 
to add further detail 
to his writing. 
Brilliant work, 
Oliver!

Poppy continued the plot by writing 
about a cheetah who goes on 
another journey to fetch water for 
the animals back home. Her work 
showed excellent use of adverbs to 
describe how the cheetah was in a 
desperate hurry to return to the 
animals. It was a lovely read - well 
done, Poppy!

Poppy

Oliver



For our independent write, 2HK wrote a 
letter to Miss King which included a 
detailed description of their favourite 
place to visit.

Cohen wrote about his exciting 
experience to Legoland which included 
going on some fantastic rides! 
He has impressed me with his 
enthusiasm to write. This has not gone 
unnoticed - keep it up, Cohen!

George has produced an excellent 
story of a brave cheetah who swam 
through lakes, rivers and seas to get to 
the waterfall. I was pleased to see 
George using descriptive vocabulary to 
add emphasis of how refreshing the 
waterfall was! Great work, George!

We also explored 
‘This is How We 
Do It’ by Matt 
Lamothe which 
details the life of 
children from 
around the world.



The The Crow’s Tale written by Naomi 
Howarth has been the inspiration for our 
narrative unit this term.

Alexa wrote this short 
piece while we were 
practising using question 
marks and exclamation. 
I loved the simile she 
used to describe the 
colour pink.

Milo Imagines the World 
is the second narrative to 

inspire our writing this 
term.

Evie wrote a descriptive piece of writing, writing about Milo imagining 
one of the passengers on the train being a Prince. She used some 

ambitious adjectives to describe him, as well as onomatopoeia.



Our non-fiction unit was inspired by the book, This Is 
How We Do It written by Matt Lamothe.  The children 
wrote a letter to Miss McIntyre telling her all about 
their favourite place to visit.

Mahir wrote a letter about his favourite place, 
Turkey. Mahir worked hard to ensure that he 
was using finger spaces, neat handwriting
            and put capital
            letters and full
           stops in the right
            places.

Abel wrote a letter 
about his favourite 
place, Gran 
Canaria. I was 
impressed by his 
use of conjunctions 
to extend his 
sentences.

Mahir

Abel

George G 
wrote about 
his holiday on 
the MSC 
Cruise. I was 
impressed by 
his use of 
adjectives to 
describe as 
well as his use 
of commas in 
a list.George G



This term, one of the texts we have 
taken inspiration from is all about 

how to care for a robotic pet. 

This explanation text has helped 
scaffold our writing and has 
enabled us to write our own 

explanation of how to care for our 
own unique robopet. 

In this paragraph, Paige has explained to the 
potential owner how to take care of their metal 

munching mutt. She has used fronted adverbials 
and complex sentences in her work and has 

successfully deepened the moment by adding 
onomatopoeia to her description. 



Ava has used similes and technical language in this section to give warnings 
and advice on how to care for your canine companion. It is important to 

make sure you keep your new pet happy and healthy!

In the final stage of our unit, 
Muhammad has used technical 
language, special features and 

his brilliant imagination to create 
his unique pet ready for his 

independent write.



This term, we took inspiration from a 
book called ‘Stone Age Boy’. This book 
follows a young boy who finds himself 
on an unplanned adventure, travelling 

back in time to The Stone Age. 
We used this as a starting point to retell 

our own journey to a mysterious and 
unknown planet!

Shown by Jacob’s work, we used adjectives and expanded noun 
phrases to describe the Stone Age child we meet. Jacob also uses 
some inverted commas for dialogue between the two characters.



Lawrence used fronted adverbials, similes and 
exciting verbs in his work to describe the thrilling 

events that happen to the Stone Age boy!

Niya used some effective repetition in her work to create a gripping 
opening paragraph. She has written an effective simile, and her 

spelling is accurate. Well done!



This term the children have enjoyed exploring the 
features of non-fiction texts. The children began this unit 
by looking at the amazing explanation text ‘Gut Garden: 

A Journey into the Wonderful World of Your Microbiome’ 
which linked to some of our previous learning in science. 

Lucas included a great simile to 
compare the journey of the food 
in the stomach to a tornado.

After learning all about 
the structure and features 
of an explanation text, the 

children used their 
knowledge from our 

science lessons to write 
their own explanation text 
all about the water cycle. 

Casper and William 
focused on ensuring the 
information which they 
wanted to include was 

organised into well-
structured paragraphs 

under the correct 
subheadings. They have 

both also included 
engaging titles!

Casper 

William R 



Rosie has included some 
interesting facts and included 
the use of rhetorical questions 

within her introduction to 
engage the reader from the 

start! 

Prudence created an eye-
catching explanation text 

which included all the 
scientific knowledge she had 
learnt in our previous science 

lessons.

Miles created a playful 
explanation of each 
stage of the water 

cycle. As well as 
including some 

alliteration in his 
subheadings, he has 

used commas in a list 
to show the different 

forms of precipitation. 

Rosie

Prudence

Miles



As well as Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp, we 
have explored information texts such as Digestion. 

This helped us identify which features are 
necessary to write an information text to inform 

the reader about a particular topic. We have 
practised using these features prior to writing our 

double page spread about the water cycle.

Aaliyah has worked hard 
on her writing, carefully 

choosing her 
subheadings to introduce 

the contents of the 
paragraph below it.



In this piece Irina has decided to 
use a ‘Did you know?’ box to grab 

the reader’s attention. She 
carefully chose the facts she used 

to wow the reader.

Teya has worked hard to use the 
correct vocabulary for the 

different stages of the water cycle. 
Not only has she done this,but she 
has then gone on to describe what 

happens during each of these 
stages. I really like how she used 
alliteration in the title to make her 

piece sound more enticing.

Teya

Irina



In the Spring term, we have been focussing on two different 
styles of writing: information texts and first-person narratives. 
After studying and appreciating the lives of emperor penguins 
living in the harsh tundra of Antarctica, the children made up 
their own animal that survives these brutal conditions. 

Our first-person narrative was 
inspired by the classic picture book 
‘Zoo’ by Anthony Browne.

Here, Eryn shows a great example 
of a ‘typical’ family day out. Her 
vocabulary is carefully chosen to 
show emotions from the characters.

In Isla’s story, she has shown 
she can use parenthesis and 
fronted adverbials with real 
purpose. The characters in her 
story are looking forward to 
‘the one and only Ghost 
Fantom’. She has made 
excellent progress in her writing 
this year.

Eryn

Isla



This is Alicja’s brilliant example of 
an information text about her 

fictional creature, ‘The Zea’. Alicja 
has shown she can use colons to 

introduce lists (and even 
semicolons in a descriptive list!). 

She has also created a good 
connection with the reader by 

using rhetorical questions.

The Anger Hammer-head Shark by 
George – another great example of 
writing to inform. George’s carefully 

selected vocabulary makes him 
sound like the next David 

Attenborough. He can use a variety of 
sentence lengths, dashes for 
parenthesis and even similes!

Alicja

George

In this extract, Mia writes about ‘The 
Unique Polar Bear’, going into detail 
about their harsh habitat. She has 

used brackets for parenthesis, 
colons for lists and has even used 

the word ‘monochromatic’! 

Mia



During the first half of spring term, we looked at ‘The 
Zoo’ by Anthony Browne to inspire our narrative. We 
began writing collaboratively, looking at a range of 
grammatical features before children created their 

own written pieces. 

Mike

Jowayriah has used expanded 
noun phrases to describe what 

the characters are wearing.

Mike has described exactly what 
can be seen and heard whilst the 
family are stuck in the queue of 

traffic

Ellis has used repetition and 
similes for effect in his description 

of the animals at the zoo.

Rosa has included dialogue, fronted 
adverbials and a relative clause in 

her characters’ conversations.



For this piece of writing, based on ‘The Zoo’. we had a focus on descriptive 
language, using dialogue within our stories and creating detailed sentences 
with use of conjunctions and relative clauses. The children had to write their 

own story about a journey and a place that they could visit.

Niamh (left) has used all 
she has learnt 

throughout this unit and 
has written a beautiful 
narrative piece about 
her families visit to a 
theme park and has 
included dialogue, 

excellent character 
description and even a 

little humour!

Max (left) has worked 
hard on his narrative 

piece about a trip to the 
water park. Max has 

used dialogue, 
parenthesis and 

expanded noun phrases 
to include additional 
information, allowing 

the reader to gain a real 
insight into the 

characters and story.



During the send half of the spring term, the children began to study the life 
of penguins in the Antarctic, how they look after the egg and the strategies 

used to survive the harsh winters. They applied this knowledge whilst 
looking at the features of a non-chronological report.

Indie-Rose (above) has used 
adjectives to describe the weather.

The children were tasked with creating their own fictional 
Antarctic creature that they would then write about using 

the features taught during this unit.

Mason

Eva has thought carefully about the features of a non-
chronological report and has applied these to her own piece 

of writing about a fictional Antarctic animal.

Oliver (above) has used a relative 
clause in is writing to describe the 

environment in the Antarctica. 

Tyler

Amelia



Megan (below) has beautifully captured the 
fury of the Weddell Sea. I love how helpless the 
crew members seem as they are at the mercy 

of the water.

Shackleton’s journey inspired the children to write 
many great pieces. We wrote about the optimist the 
crew members had at the start of their expedition 
and the struggle that they all had to endure.

Tierney (left) has 
written a set of 
instructions for how 
to capture a 
penguin. I enjoy how 
she describes how 
the penguins preen 
their feathers and 
how mentioning how 
they huddle 
together in a group.



Abdullah begins his 
instructions with 

the importance of 
creating a fire. His 

piece of writing 
flows nicely with 

the help of 
sequencing 
adverbs and 

ambitious 
vocabulary. 

During Shackleton’s epic journey, 
the crew made it to the remote 
Elephant Island, a barren rock in 
the middle of nowhere. The children 
wrote a set of instructions on how to 
survive on Elephant Island. 

Rhys continues 
by explaining 
how vital it is to 
have a clean 
source of 
drinking water. 
He also has 
included a 
sequencing 
adverb and a 
semi-colon. 



Shackleton’s Journey is an incredible story of courage and 
survival against the odds and, what’s more, it really 
happened! Shackleton set out to cross Antarctica via the 
South Pole, but he and his crew encountered obstacle 
after obstacle – they even lost their ship!

Eadie

Charlie 

Rupert 

Eadie’s writing is superb. She’s used 
a range of features in her writing 
such as colons and a great range of 
fronted adverbials. Her vocabulary 
choices are precise. I love how she’s 
personified the ocean as a ‘beast’ 
that consumed the crew’s ship, the 
Endurance. 

Rupert has made a villain out of the 
storm in his writing! His word choices 
breathe life into this challenging journey.

Charlie’s writing is also about a 
dangerous journey across the 
ocean. I absolutely love the thread 
that he’s woven through his writing 
with the weather a constant threat. 
What a super piece! 



Holes is another firm favourite in Year 6! Stanley Yelnats is 
(wrongly) sent to a juvenile detention facility in the middle of 
the desert, where he must dig a five-foot hole every day in 
the blazing sun – and that’s just the beginning. Our writing 
was truly inspired by this brilliant book, as you can see. 

Alyssa

Max

Sofia

Alyssa’s character description of 
Stanley blew me away! I love her use 
of short, sharp sentences that 
punctuate her writing, as well as the 
punctuation used for effect. She shows 
great personality in her work!

There is no doubt whatsoever that 
Max’s writing takes place in a desert – 
his use of language related to the sun, 
heat and exhaustion are a definite give 
away. He constantly reminds the 
reader of the hot conditions and uses 
repetition for effect well .

Sofia has created cohesion beautifully 
in this piece and impersonates the 
style of the author very well. She uses 
fronted adverbials to link ideas and her 
sentence fragments make the reader 
think. 
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