


Welcome to the fifteenth edition of Inspired to Write… and 
the children have certainly been inspired to write! This 

autumn-term compilation of writing comprises pieces from 
across school, from our youngest writers in EYFS through to 

the most experienced authors in Year 6 – and everyone in 
between. A huge variety of books, short videos, non-fiction 
pieces and real-life experiences has sparked the writers in 
us to put pen to paper and bring words to life on the page.

There’s something here for everyone. Traditional tales lead 
us on journeys to bake delicious bread (with or without the 

help of our friends) and sneakily steal the three bears’ 
breakfast – and there’s something spooky going on in Year 
2 with their creepy Halloween poetry! We time travel to a 
prehistoric settlement and imagine life in the deep past. A 
rainy day of sailing a paper boat in a puddle becomes an 
unexpected (and very wet) adventure. Year 5 wow with 
their superb non-fiction pieces about Emperor Penguins 

and fearsome pharaohs as well as beautifully atmospheric 
narratives based on the timeless winter classic, The 
Snowman. And be prepared to chuckle at the subtly 
comical bird who just wants some peace and quiet!

I hope you enjoy the writing of the children at Berry Hill 
Primary School as much as I did.

Mrs Stirling-Wood



In F2 we enjoyed reading the traditional tale of The Little Red 
Hen. The children have labelled the characters from the story and 

remembering repeated language from the story.

Reggie (left) labelled the 
characters from the 

story using his fingers 
to segment the 

phonemes he could 
hear in the words. 

Reggie

Joshua (left) remembered what the 
characters had said to the Little 

Red Hen and wrote language from 
the story.

Aliza (right) used her phonemes 
to write what the cat said, 

remembering a capital for I. Aliza

Joshua

Ralph (right) worked 
hard on forming his 

letters correctly using a 
grapheme mat.

Ralph



Rudy

This half term the children learnt about Guy 
Fawkes, fireworks and how to stay safe on 

Bonfire night.

Oliver (left) was able to 
segment and blend the CVC 

words to write a sentence for 
each picture. 

Oliver

Rudy (right) wrote sentences to 
match the pictures and 

remembered to use finger spaces 
between his words. 



This term, children in F2 have been learning about 
different celebrations. One of the celebrations we learnt 
about was Christmas, so we listened to the story of ‘The 

First Christmas’ and wrote letters to Santa. 

Noah

Noah (below) has written his letter 
to Santa asking for a hat and a 
bag. He has worked hard on his 

letter formation! 

Zelda (above) segmented the sounds in words to ask Santa for 
gifts from his sack. She has written her letters sitting on the line 

and even has a capital letter for her name. 

Zelda



Children in F2 studied the Nativity Scene. 
They used a word mat and wrote about 

events in The Christmas Story. 

Henry (above) recalled that Mary 
rode on a donkey and Baby Jesus 

was born in the stable. 

Orla (above) used capital letters for 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. 

Zelda (left) formed letters carefully and 
wrote on the lines.



In Autumn 2, we began our first non-fiction unit all about ‘Toys of the Past.’ 
We loved exploring the history of iconic toys, from the very first teddy bear 

to the first ride-on toy, and even learning about Paddington Bear! 

 

Liam

Liam (above) wrote a fantastic piece about his favourite toy, the 
fidget spinner. He described how it moves and what it is made 

from in detail. He even included an exclamation mark and a 
question mark in his writing, showing brilliant punctuation skills. 

Sophia (left) impressed with her 
consistent use of capital letters for 
names and places throughout her 
writing. She also wrote a detailed 
description of Paddington Bear, 

providing clear and informative details 
to engage the reader.

Tommy (right) impressed me with 
his clear and detailed sentences 
when describing Paddington. He 

even used the conjunction ‘but’ to 
highlight how Paddington can 

sometimes be a little mischievous. 
Super work, Tommy!

Tommy



Maya (right) used ambitious adjectives to 
paint vivid pictures of spooky sights that left 

her characters feeling truly frightened.

Amelia (left) wrote a Halloween 
poem that showcased her creativity 

and imagination. She confidently 
read it to the Year 6 children, 

impressing everyone with her clear 
and expressive delivery.

Amelia

Maya

We explored the ‘Firework Night’ poem 
and even performed it with enthusiasm! 

Following this, we collected lots of 
Halloween-inspired vocabulary to use in 

our own Halloween poems. 

More recently, our writing has 
been inspired by winter. 

Arthur (left) has written in 
sentences with capital letters 

and punctuation. 

Arthur

Elsie (right) beautifully 
describes how snow falls 

gently onto the ground. Her 
words evoke the coldness of 

the snow and the 
peacefulness of a village in 

winter. Elsie



We explored a poem about bonfire night, then we wrote our 
own poems about Halloween. The children sent in some 

photos of their Halloween costumes to inspire our poetry!

Niamh (right) wrote a fantastic 
poem that is beautifully presented. 

She began each new line with a 
capital and made some great word 

choices to describe each 
Halloween monster.  

William (left) wrote three super lines 
for his poem. He added extra detail 
by using ‘and’ in two lines and then 

describing where the zombies were in 
another. He remembered most of his 

full stops and capital letters.
   

Niamh

William



Jasmine (right) wrote a lovely story, 
changing the bears to goats and the 
porridge for jam.  In her story, she 

used the traditional tale story starter 
of Once upon a time as well as an 
‘and’ to add more detail. There are 

three clear sentences most 
punctuated with a full stop. 

We read Goldilocks and 
The Three Bears, which 
inspired us to adapt the 

story to make it our own.  

George (above) wrote lots of great sentences about his 
favourite toy. He has full stops at the end of his sentences, 

he remembered to use a capital when writing the pronoun, I 
and used ‘and’. He clearly enjoys playing this £300 toy! 

Julian (left) wrote a fabulous story 
about Three Dinosaurs and a boy 

called Rench.  He used some adjectives 
to explain why Rench didn’t eat the 

first two pieces of meat he tried. 
Throughout his story, he punctuated 

each sentence with a full stops and for 
one sentence he used an exclamation 

mark. When writing about his 
characters, he remembered to use 

capital letters for their names.
 

Jasmine

Julian

George

Our non-fiction unit this term was all 
about toys. The children explored toys 

from the past, as well as toys they 
play with today.



To inspire our writing in Year 2, we studied a poem 
called ‘If I Were In Charge Of The World’. This poem 
was an exciting starting point for the children to think 

about what they would do if they were in charge of 
somewhere.

Alexandru (left) 
imagined what he would 
do if he were in charge 
of a space station. He 
had some great ideas, 

including cancelling big 
meteors and having 

new, amazing planets 
instead! He has used a 

range of adjectives in his 
poem.

Alexandru

Tia-Mae

Tia-Mae (below) thought 
of some creative things 

she would ban and change 
if she were in charge of 

the school! She’s starting 
to use apostrophes for 

contraction in her 
sentences. We think Tia-

Mae might be a fan of 
sweet treats!



Later in the half term, we explored a narrative called 
‘The Crow’s Tale’. This fable retold the story of a 

courageous crow who went on a perilous journey to 
the sun to help save the animals. When he returned, 

he had sadly lost his rainbow feathers.  

We used the plot of this book as 
a starting point for writing our 
own narrative about an animal 

of our choice who is sent on 
another dangerous journey to 
the waterfall to collect water. 

Harry (left) used lots of 
adjectives to narrate his story of 
Leo the panther who lost some 
of his fur on his brave journey.

Ada (right) retold a gripping story 
of a spotty leopard, who was 

swept away in the waterfall and 
lost its spots. She has used 

conjunctions ‘and’, ‘but’ and 
‘because’ to link her sentences.

Harry

Ada



During the second half term in Year 2, we looked at a 
narrative based on a book called The Crow’s Tale. It was 

about a courageous crow who went on a perilous 
journey to save the sun. Sadly, he lost his rainbow 
feathers but his friends saw the beauty within him. 

Jax (left) has set his 
work out beautifully 
for his narrative. He 
has joined his letters 

carefully and has 
clear ascenders and 
descenders. He has 
also included some 

lovely adjectives
 in his writing. 

Freddie J (right) 
worked hard to write 
on his base line. He 

used adjectives to add 
description and he 

extended his sentences 
using conjunctions 

such as ‘and’, ‘because’ 
and ‘but’. 

Jax

Freddie J



The children were 
inspired to tell their own 

stories based on The 
Crow’s Tale. They wrote 
about animals in a hot 
climate needing to find 

some water. 

Zac (right) wrote 
about a giraffe who 

was brave enough to 
get some water from 

a fountain. 
He has remembered 
to use punctuation in 

his sentences. 

The animals in Freddie B’s story (below) were thirsty for water. Freddie has 
included a question in his narrative and a conjunction to extend his sentences. 

Zak 



This term Year 3 have 
explored a variety of texts, 

images and a short films. We 
have been honing our skills 
so that we are able to write 
our own pieces that have 
accurate punctuation but 
are also interesting and 

entertaining to read. 

Linked to our Geography 
topic, we have developed our 

non-fiction writing skills 
when creating non-fiction 

texts to inform about 
earthquakes. We have also 
written fast-paced fiction 
pieces inspired by images.

Parker  

Florence  

Parker (right) has created an 
excellent piece of independent 
writing inspired by this picture. 
He has worked hard to mostly 

use full stops, capital letters and 
question marks correctly, and he 

has added lots of extra details 
for his reader.  

Florence (above) has produced 
emotive captions to explain what 

is happening in each of these 
photographs whilst engaging the 

reader through the descriptive 
language she has chosen.



Nicole (above) has written a detailed character description of the person she 
met when she landed in the Stone Age. I love the extra information she gives, 

such as her clothes being made from reindeer hide! 

We read and enjoyed ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi 
Kitamura towards the end of the autumn term. It 
follows the adventures of a boy who falls through 

time and wakes up during the Stone Age. 

George (right) has 
included a 

fronted adverbial 
with a comma in 

his writing as well 
as conjunctions 
‘so’ and ‘and;. 

Nicole  

George  



We started the year by 
looking at the short film ‘The 
Blue Umbrella’. We explored 
the use of expanded noun 

phrases, personification and 
adverbs. The children applied 
these to their own writing to 
produce a story of ‘Lost and 

found.’

Annabelle (right top) has 
thought about her own 

characters and has written a 
story using a range of 

conjunctions and  sentence 
types in her writing. I love how 
she chooses language to affect 

the reader. She wrote lots 
more than this, but here’s an 

extract for you to enjoy.

Jack (left) has used similes 
and onomatopoeia in his 

descriptive writing. His 
careful punctuation guides 

the reader and, because 
of his word choices, his 

writing sounds great when 
he reads it aloud!

Annabelle  



This half term, we have 
enjoyed ‘The Stone Age Boy’ by 
Satoshi Kitamura, which tells the 

story of a boy who falls into a 
hole and wakes up in the stone 
age. This text has inspired some 
slow, detailed writes. Our history 
focus was also the Stone Age so 

we visited Creswell Crags to 
deepen our understanding of 

the era and discovered what life 
was like locally during this time. 

We have had lots of factual 
knowledge to draw on when 

bringing our fictional narratives 
to life! 

Adri (right) has used 
adjectives to describe 

clothing and tools that were 
made. She uses commas in a 

list to give information 
concisely, and she has used 
apostrophes for contraction 

and omission accurately. 

Ronnie (left) has used an 
expanded noun phrase in 

his writing to describe 
Om’s cave. 

Adri   

Ronnie   



One of our writing units was inspired by 
‘Float’, which tells the story of one boy’s joy 

at taking his newspaper boat on a rainy-day 
adventure. Sadly, things take a turn for the 
worst due to adverse weather conditions, 

and as he frantically attempts to rescue his 
boat, he finds himself on a new adventure!

Mila

Oliver

Mila (left) used powerful 
onomatopoeias in her 

writing which enhanced 
the overall quality of her 

work. Her language 
choices help her to 

capture how quickly the 
weather changed and 

the ominous storm drew 
closer and closer. 

Oliver (below) has described how the boy would be feeling during the 
torrential downpour. He changes the tone of his writing to reflect the 

emotions that his character he would feel once the rain stopped, and a slither 
of blue sky appeared once again.



Rio

Abigail

Rio (below) wrote about how worried the boy felt as he watched his paper 
boat get further away. She has included expanded noun phrases and is some 
fronted adverbials with commas. I love how she mentioned that the boy was 

now friendless without his boat – what an interesting way to show the 
character’s feelings!

Abigail (below) used a conjunction to link her clauses together. There 
is excellent use of alliteration and repetitive sentences towards the 

end of the passage which gives her work an added element, and she 
chooses precise vocabulary to entertain her reader.  



This term, we explored writing for a range of different purposes. The children 
have been introduced to balanced arguments through the important 

question, ‘Should we feed animals in National Parks?’. During this unit, we 
have looked at how to create a good balanced argument and later used 

features in our own. The children produced their own balanced arguments 
based on topics they felt strongly about. 

Paige (right) discussed 
the benefits that 

interacting with and 
observing animals offers 

to children. She uses 
conjunctions in her 

writing, as well as some 
specific vocabulary.

Harry (left) provided 
some very 

convincing points as 
to why we should 

keep animals in zoos. 
He uses conjunctions 
in his writing to link 

his sentences, 
making them longer 
and more detailed. 

He’s certainly 
persuasive!

Braxson (right) carefully 
considered the dangers of 

getting too close to the 
animals in national parks. 

Paige



Our final piece of writing this term has been inspired by 
Aladdin and the Enchanted Lamp by Philip Pullman. The 
children have used a range of ambitious vocabulary and 

grammatical features to make their writing exciting. 

Junia (left) has included a 
range of emotions to describe 

Aladdin’s feelings as he first 
approached the cave. She uses 

adverbs beautifully to add 
extra detail to her narrative. 

Sophia (left) has 
described the various 
sounds which Aladdin 

could hear whilst in the 
cave. Doing this has 

enabled her to write an 
engaging descriptions. 

Sahlia (right) has used 
brilliant examples of show 

not tell language to convey 
her character’s emotions 
without directly telling the 
reader how Aladdin feels. 
She uses some excellent, 

precise verbs, too. 

Junia

Sahlia

Sophia



Our first piece of writing this year was inspired by The 
Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore. We then 

used Dante’s Lunch, a Disney short, to inspire our 
independent writing. 

Sofiya (left) began her story at the 
end (inspired by the author 

Katherine Rundell). Her story 
follows Pablo, a hungry dog who is 
searching for a meal in the streets 

of a Mexican town. Throughout 
her work, she carefully selects 

vocabulary to enhance the 
meaning and builds cohesion 

within her paragraphs. 

William’s writing (right) also 
follows the story of a very 

hungry Dante. He uses 
onomatopoeia and actions to 

show emotions of the characters.  

William

Sofiya



We studied a non-fiction piece about 
Emperor Penguins in the second half 

of the term. The children then 
created their own animal and wrote 

about it in a non-fictional style.

Our next non-fiction piece 
focused on the great female 

pharaoh, Hatshepsut. 

Rosie (left) created her own 
fictional pharaoh and included 

details about the royal 
Egyptian’s childhood. She 
writes in long sentences, 

allowing her to convey lots of 
information to her reader. 

Grace (right) has used precise 
adjectives in her description of the 
Crackertay’s appearance. She has 

given extra details throughout, which 
helps her reader to better understand 

her creature. 

Grace

Rosie



In Autumn 2, we used a non-fiction text 
about Emperor penguins as our inspiration 

for writing. We learnt to write in a non-fiction 
style about their habitat and habits.

Daisy (right) wrote about an 
Emperor penguin’s diet. She 
used a range of expanded 

noun phrases to give 
information concisely about 
what the penguins eat and 
how they catch their meals. 
She even uses brackets for 
parenthesis to add an aside 

to the reader. 

Prudence (left) was able to  
label a diagram effectively to 
support her paragraph about 

an Emperor penguins’ 
appearance. She’s included 

details about how the features 
help the penguin to survive.

Casper (right) wrote about the 
dangers Emperor Penguins 

face. He has used brackets for 
parenthesis effectively to add 
extra information. He uses a 

range of phrases suitable for a 
non-fiction piece that build 

cohesion throughout his writing.

Daisy

Prudence
Casper 



5MM have also been inspired to write a narrative 
using the animation The Snowman by Raymond 

Briggs, which tells the tale of a boy whose snowman 
comes to life at midnight and takes him on a world of 

adventures. 

Ruby (right) wrote about the 
moment the boy looked 

outside and realised it had 
snowed. She used positive 

description to show his 
excitement. She creates 

atmosphere beautifully in in 
this piece of writing through 

her careful word choices.

Everly (left) wrote about the 
boy being eager to show the 

snowman around his home. She 
included positive description, 

feeling words, verbs. The extra 
details really bring her writing 

to life for her reader.

Jaxson (left) wrote about the 
moment the snowman came to 
life. He used fronted adverbials 

effectively and included the 
boy’s inner thoughts.

Ruby 

Everly  

Jaxson



Varmints is an animated version of 
Shaun Tan’s book by the same name. 
The story tells the tale of a creatures 
who live in a world that gets engulfed 

by industrialisation and the 
aftermath thereof. We follow Marty, 

who sets about saving nature. 

Kyla

Alicja

Kyla (right) has 
worked hard to 

create atmosphere 
in her writing by 

describing the fog 
and including a 

range of character 
emotions.

Alicja (left) wrote an 
excellent snapshot during 

this unit. I love the boldness 
of her opening sentence and 

the way that she cleverly 
builds tension throughout by 
not revealing too much too 

soon.



Another short animation that inspired our writing this 
term was ‘For the Birds’. We watched the opening part of 

the clip and focused our writing on a bird who just 
wanted a bit of peace on beautiful day – but this didn’t 

last long as flocks of annoying birds soon join him.

Oliver  

Brooklyn 

Bear  

Oliver (left) uses subtle 
humour in his writing to 

show the character’s 
outrage. He includes a 
range of short, snappy 

sentences, too. 

Bear (right) uses 
accurate punctuation for 

dialogue and varied 
reporting clauses with 

some interesting verbs in 
place of ‘said’.

Brooklyn (left) worked 
hard to show character 
through dialogue in his 

writing. He uses his 
punctuation to show 
that speakers were 

interrupted or trail off, 
and control how his s 

writing reads. 



‘For the Birds’, an animation produced by Pixar, inspired some brilliant 
writing this term. The video is about a bird who just wants to enjoy some 
peace and quiet and he does just that - until a flock of birds decide to join 

him on his perch above the ground and tempers fray! We have used this clip 
to promote the use of dialogue in our writing. 

Rosa (above) has cleverly set the scene in this learning chunk. Showing us 
how still the birds were sat and how quiet it was. She has included well 

thought out dialogue with mostly correct punctuation.  

In Mikey’s piece of writing (above), he has described Birdy and his 
character. From reading this, I can tell Birdy is unhappy with the noise. The 
dialogue he has included moves the story forward and is written in a chatty 

style which you would expect in this type of story.

Rosa

Mikey



For our snapshot assessment, we asked the children to use the image below 
to inspire their writing. The main focus was to include dialogue to move the 

story forward. 

Jack (left) has a 
super writing style 
which stands out 
here. His speech 
carries the story 
forward and is 

realistic . Jack has 
worked hard in 

lessons to ensure 
his punctuation for 
dialogue is correct. 

Lucas (right) has 
cleverly set the 

scene to ensure the 
reader has a clear 
picture. He goes on 

to describe the 
bears before using 
speech to help us 
understand the 

bears’ characters 
further.

Jack 

Lucas 
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