


Welcome to the Spring edition of Inspired to Write. The spring term 
at Berry Hill is always packed with exciting learning – and a superb 
selection of books to inspire the children to write. This term, classes 
have studied a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts,
and have written daring stories, factual
reports and heart-felt poetry.

We begin Inspired to Write 
with grumpy trolls and adventures

beyond the stars, then we explore the
wonderful world of birds, before being

drawn into the unusual dietary habits of a boy who 
eats books – and another boy who wonders lost with a mole, a fox

and a horse. Year 4 take us on a different journey – one through
the digestive system (which is definitely not a place for books!) 

– and Year 5 launches off into space with a boy who is very tall indeed, 
then brings us crashing back to Earth with a powerful speech on why
we need to look after our planet. And the adventures continue to two 

places that couldn’t be more different: the frozen planes of Antarctica 
and the vast, scorching Texas desert.    

The children have worked hard this term,
so I hope you enjoy their inspired writing. 

     Mrs Stirling-Wood 
 



During the first half of this Spring term, we have been reading 
lots of traditional tales. A particular favourite has been The 

Gingerbread Man. The children have enjoyed making their own 
gingerbread men out of salt dough, decorating and labelling 

them, and writing descriptions.

Anna (above) remembered to use a 
full stop in her writing.

Anna

Dihein

Natalia

Natalia (above) labelled her 
gingerbread man.

Dihein (above) used tricky words 
‘and’, ‘he’ and ‘has’ in his writing.

Seth

Seth (above) remembered to use 
finger spaces between his words.



Another Traditional Tale F2 have been reading is The 
Three Billy Goats Gruff.  After lots of small world play 
acting out the story, the children showed confidence 

in writing speech bubbles using language from the 
story independently in their play. 

Ellie-Mae (left) 
remembered what the 
Troll said in the story.

Ellie-Mae

Florence

Milo

Milo (above) has used a capital 
letter and full stop in his sentence.

Florence (right) has used some 
diagraphs in her writing.



During the second half of Spring Term, children learnt 
about space and considered this question: ‘What’s 
Beyond the Sky?’. Whatever Next! Was one of the 

books we read. The children wrote about Little Bear’s 
journey to the moon.

.Ezra (below) wrote a letter from Baby 
Bear. He segmented to spell words and 

recalled spellings for ‘tricky words’. 
 

Oliver and Henry (below) described Baby Bear’s picnic. They wrote neatly 
on the lines and formed letters with care and accuracy.   

Henry
Oliver

Ezra



We also read ‘Here Come The Aliens!’. Aliens of all shapes 
and sizes arrive to conquer Earth, but something scares 

them off. Children designed and described their own aliens. 

When we read How to 
Catch a Star, the children 
made stars of their own 

and wrote about 
adventures with their stars.

Benjamin (right) named his alien and 
wrote a  speech bubble for  Winkee 
Wonkee. Thea and Chester (below) 

described their aliens. They checked 
for capital letters, finger spaces and 

full stops. 
   

Ritika (left) has former her letters 
beautifully and used finger spaces to 
separate her words. She would go to 

the desert. She extended her idea 
with ‘and’ to say that she would ride 

on a camel.    Ritika

Thea

Chester

Benjamin



Maya

One of our units this term was a non-fiction piece 
about Africa and its animals. We explored what a 
non-fiction text looks and sounds like and thought 

about how this is different to a story. Then, the 
children had a go at writing their own. 

Maya (left) 
stood out by 
adding a "Did 
you know…?" 

section to share 
fun facts with 

the reader. For 
instance, she 
included this 

interesting fact: 
"Did you know 

that zebras 
have black and 
white stripes?"

Caleb (below) writes a clear description of 
what zebras eat, using rich adjectives to 

make his writing come alive. He remembers 
to include his capital letters and full stops, 

making his work clear and well-structured.

Caleb



Amelia

Amelia (left) captivates her 
audience by describing the 

magical shell and its powers. She 
uses inner dialogue to share 
Saoirse's thoughts. Her vivid 

description brings the shell to life.

In this plot point, "A 
chest and a coat," 

Harry (right) writes 
about the glowing 

stairs guiding 
Saoirse to her 

bedroom. By using 
the –ed suffix in 

“stared,” he 
highlights her 

fascination and how 
deeply entranced 

she is. Super effort!

Harry

Poppy Poppy (above) has 
impressed me this 

term. She describes an 
eventful day that ends 
abruptly at Saoirse’s 

home when her 
brother, Ben, spoils 

her delicious 
chocolate cake!

Song of the sea is an animation. It follows the story of Ben, an Irish 
boy, along with his sister Saorise, who can transform into a seal, as 
they set off on a quest to liberate the fairies and protect the spirit 

world from the forces of evil.



Klinta (right) wrote a super story 
about Boby, who went on an airplane 
to meet his cousins. She used capitals 

for the characters’ names and full 
stops for all her sentences. She also 

used the adjective ‘scared’ to describe 
how her character felt when the 

plane took off.    

Julian (right) took his readers on a ferry 
journey with Roady and Limy. He 

punctuated all his sentences correctly  
using question and exclamation marks. 
He even used speech marks when his 

character spoke.    

She made great use 
of punctuation with 

an exclamation mark 
and a question mark.

The children created their own 
stories following a unit of work on 
The Train Ride, which explores all 

the wonderful things a little girl 
and her mum see on their journey. 

KlintaNiamh

Julian

Niamh’s story (left) made me chuckle 
when the tyre fell off! There’s some great 

creativity in this – I especially love that her 
character, Chip, had a Chippy dinner. 



Ralphy (left) has shown how much he has 
improved in his writing since September in 
this piece. He is now only using capitals in 
the right places – and he even used them 
for countries. His information on parrots 

includes a correctly punctuated question.

The children enjoyed learning about British 
Birds from  The RSPB First Book of Birds and 

at Forest School. When writing their own 
page about a bird, they chose a tropical bird. 

Edward (right) has 
been working hard on 

his handwriting this 
half term, especially 
keeping his letters 

between the lines. He 
has written a brilliant 

piece on flamingos 
that includes a 

‘because’ conjunction 
and a correctly 

punctuated question.  

Sarah (right) has been working hard in each 
writing lesson to place her letters on the line 
and remember her finger spaces. This piece 

about flamingos describes them beautifully and 
even includes a correctly punctuated question.

Sarah

Ralohy
Edward



Skylar (right) wrote a super 
story about her character, 

Rose, turning into a ladybird. 
She used some great 

vocabulary to make her 
story more interesting and 
used ‘because’ to add more 
detail. She remembered to 
use capitals at the start of 
her sentences and for her 

character’s name. 

We based our narrative on the film ‘The Song of 
the Sea’. This is an Irish folk tale about selkies. 
We used the first 18 minutes of the film, which 
introduces the characters and shows the girl, 

Saoirse, finding a coat and transforming into a 
seal. We changed our setting to a jungle and the 
children created their own characters and their 

transformations. 

Clayton (left) has been working hard 
on his handwriting and presentation 

this term, which shows in this 
beautiful piece of writing. He opened 

his story with a classic and had a 
great idea to include a magic lamp. 
He used vocabulary like ‘clambers’ 

to describe how his character 
climbed the ladder, as well as a 

question mark.

Skylar

Clayton



During the spring term, our writing was inspired by a 
book called ‘Milo Imagines the World’. This story 

followed a boy called Milo, who imagined the lives of 
lots of exciting characters whilst on his train journey. 

Isla

Isla (right) retold her version of this story, 
writing about a character called Jack. Isla 
used adjectives and conjunctions to retell 
how Jack saw a ballerina, a clown and a 

group of people dancing. 

Darwin (left) retold 
his version of the 
story about his 

character. He used 
questions, 

adjectives and 
commas in a list. 

He also used 
exclamation 

marks!Darwin



Year 2 have also been writing about our world and all the 
wonderful things in it! We explored what non-fiction writing 
sounds like and used the things we were learning about in 

geography to make our writing factual. 

Hattie (right) used her 
geography knowledge to 

write an interesting 
paragraph about our 

oceans. She used some 
great adjectives to describe 

the incredible things that can 
be found beneath the waves.

Hattie

Lorena (left) created a 
brilliant introduction to 
this text, using a variety 
of adjectives and some 

conjunctions to 
effectively describe our 

wonderful world. She 
describes some of the 
creatures that live in 
our world and even 
draws on her own 

experiences of when 
she helped nature by 

planting seeds.

Lorena



Year 2 have really enjoyed a fiction book called ‘Milo 
Imagines the World’. They loved the story being all 

about a little boy who takes a journey on a busy 
underground train. He looks around at the other 

passengers and lets his imagination get to work! This 
inspired the children to use their own imaginations to 

describe passengers and even other journeys that their 
own characters might go on. Have a look at some 

examples of their work. 

Tamara (right) has 
also used her 

imagination to 
think about the 
boy passenger. 
She has used a 

range of adjectives 
to describe the 

people she 
imagined. Tamara 
has also tried hard 

to use accurate 
spelling and 
punctuation. 

Charlotte (left) looked 
at an image of one of 
Milo’s passengers and 

then used her own 
imagination. She has 

used adjectives 
effectively to describe 

her characters. 

Charlotte

Tamara



More recently, Year 2 have been writing about Our World, linking to our Geography 
topic ‘Why is our World Wonderful?’ For our information writing, we have thought 

about a different aspect of Our World each day to focus on and to write about. 

Tobias (right) has written 
about the theme of ‘Oceans’. 
He has presented his work 

beautifully using correct 
letter formation and joined 

handwriting. Tobias has 
included adjectives, commas 
in a list, and conjunctions to 
extend his ideas. He has also 
included a question and an 

apostrophe for a contracted 
word. What a super piece of 

writing!

Hudson (left) has 
presented his fiction 

narrative beautifully and 
his handwriting is lovely! 
He has written about his 

own character who takes a 
journey on a plane, and he 

has taken care with his 
word choices to engage the 

reader. He has used 
conjunctions like ‘and’, 

‘when’ and ‘because’ to link 
his sentences.

Tobias

Hudson



Oscar (left) has 
used emotive 
language and 

conjunctions in 
his writing to 

build tension as 
the hero, 

Theseus, sails 
home from 
battling the 
Minotaur.

Hannah (above) has gripped 
the reader with this cliff 

hanger. Theseus has killed the 
Minotaur and escaped with 

Ariadne’s help, but will he keep 
his promise? Hannah has 

experimented with including 
dialogue in her writing which 
show’s the hero’s reluctance!

Oscar 

Hannah 

Linked to our history topic, Ancient Greece, we have 
been reading a variety of myths. In our writing lessons, 

we have focused on the story of Theseus and the 
Minotaur. The emotional rollercoaster the hero goes on 

and the moral dilemmas he faces have led to many 
thought-provoking conversations and have certainly 

inspired writing.



Oliver (below) has used onomatopoeia to describe 
what is happening to Henry’s brain as it goes into 

overdrive! He has included a range of interesting ideas 
and has used the conjunction ‘otherwise’.

Toby (above) has really captured the comedic 
spirit of the book as he describes what ‘a big fan’ 
Henry is of eating books. He has used interesting 
verbs such as ‘gobbled’ to build a picture of how 

rapidly the books were consumed.

We have also been looking at the story of ‘The 
Incredible Book Eating Boy’ by Oliver Jeffers. This 

has really sparked the children’s imaginations as we 
explored what types of books Henry enjoyed eating 

and the disastrous consequences!

Oliver

Toby 



Poppy-Louise (right) has used adverbs 
in her writing to describe how the 

character was feeling. She also uses 
conjunctions to link her ideas.

Alexa (below) has used inverted 
commas to demarcate speech within 

her writing.

Adri (right) has used a superb 
range of adjectives in her 

writing, as well as commas 
after fronted adverbials and 
commas in a list. She makes 

careful and thoughtful 
vocabulary choices.

This term, we read a Greek mythology classic, Theseus and the Minotaur. At the centre of 
this maze, Minos kept the Minotaur: a mythical creature with the head and tail of a bull and 
the body of a man. Minos was brutal and powerful, and each year demanded 7 boys and 7 
girls to be sent to Crete to be eaten by the Minotaur. This was until Theseus showed up and 

set of on a quest to slay the beast.

Poppy-Louise

Jack 

Alexa

Adri 

Jack (left) has worked hard to 
convey emotion in his writing, 
first describing how the king 
feels and then how terrifying 
the sea is. He has taken real 

care with his spelling and has 
used some ambitious 

vocabulary, too. 



Farah (below) also chose to research life in Athens and was able to write about the 
culture as well as the difference between males and females during this time. 

In History this term we have been considering ‘How similar was life in Ancient 
Greece to today?’ The children completed their own research and produced a 

fact sheet about Sparta or Athens.

Annabelle 
(left) chose to 
write about 
Sparta. She 

included 
subheadings 

and separated 
her ideas into 
paragraphs of 

related 
information. 
She has used 
questions to 
entice her 

reader. 

Annabelle

Farah



One of our units this term was inspired by one of my favourite 
books: ‘The boy, the mole, the fox and the horse.’ This beautifully 

illustrated and thoughtfully-written book tells the story a boy 
trying to find his way back home.

Sophia

Sophia (above) chose powerful language to show just how alone the boy is at the 
start of the story. Her negative language sets the tone for the rest of the story. She 

uses an interesting simile and punctuates her fronted adverbials with a comma. 

Chloe (below) used a range of precise verbs in 
her writing and her conjunctions help to keep 

her writing flowing. She was able to capture the 
difficulty of moving through the snow and bring 

this to life for her reader. 

Chloe



Josh

Olivia (right) wrote a 
beautiful verse which 
captures the pain if 
you’re a victim of 

bullying. I love how 
she writes about a 
tree and its leaves, 
cleverly weaving in 

this idea of one thing 
ending but that not 

being the end. 

Josh (left) asked some thought-
provoking questions and used 

precise adjectives to show 
sadness. He chose to include a 
simple rhyming pattern in his 

verse and used carefully placed 
alliteration, thinking how this 

would sound when read aloud.

We also looked at poems from 
Maya Angelou’s collection, And 

Still I Rise. For our writing 
lessons, we focused mainly on 

the title poem, ‘Still I rise’, 
which is a poem about 
overcoming adversity. 

Olivia

The children used the ideas of unkindness and bullying and they thought about what 
this might look like and how this would make someone feel. They then drew on these 

ideas to help them write their own poems. 



Earlier in the term, the children were introduced to chronological reports. 
We linked our learning in writing to one of our previous science units 

where the children explored the incredible digestive system. Gut Garden 
takes the reader on an epic journey from the moment food enters your 

mouth to the moment waste leaves our bodies. 

Eadie (left) included a 
range of rhetorical 

questions in her opening 
paragraph. She uses these 
well to engage the reader. 

Sam (right) has introduced the first step of 
the digestive system. He has used a range 
of verbs to describe the important job that 

the different types of teeth have. 

Paige 

They have both used a range of 
adjectives within their writing when 

describing which snow is best for 
building the perfect snowman. Also, 

they have included a variety of 
conjunctions within the different steps, 

allowing them to include a range of 
complex and compound sentences 

within their writing.  

Another writing focus this 
term was instructions. Do 

you want to build a 
snowman? Then simply 

follow Paige’s or Sophia’s 
steps on how to make the 

perfect snowman! 

Sophia 



In the second half of the spring term, we used 
The boy, the mole, the fox and the horse to 

inspire our writing. The children loved watching 
the animated film as part of our writing lessons. 

Ava

Ava (below) has created a wonderful setting 
description by carefully selecting a range of 

adjectives to include in her writing.

Noah (left) has focused on including 
inverted commas to show speech 

within his piece of writing. 

Arthur (right) 
has described 

the moment the 
boy and the 
mole see the 

fox for the first 
time. He uses 

adverbs 
carefully to 

show how the 
mole feels as he 
approaches the 

trapped fox.

Noah

Athur



Irena (left) has 
written a 

narrative based 
on the novel. The 

children in her 
story drive a bus 
which eventually 

turns into a 
rocket! 

Throughout her 
writing, she has 

correctly 
punctuated her 
direct speech to 

advance the 
action. 

Miles (right) was 
inspired by the same 
text. His’ characters 

approach a sports car 
in a showroom. He has 

used some great 
expanded noun 

phrases and shows 
emotions and feelings 

of the characters 
through action. He 
also cleverly refers 

back to Cottrill 
Boyce’s writing style 

by including the 
‘Crispy New World 

Feeling’ that the 
original characters 

experience.

‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrill Boyce is the 
story of an 11-year-old boy who is 

super tall. Long-legged Liam makes a 
giant leap for boy-kind by competing 
with a group of adults for the chance 

to go into space. 

Irena

Miles



Elsie (left) she has written an 
impassioned speech about climate 
change. She uses brackets to show 

parenthesis and to add extra 
information to her sentences. To 

support her argument, she explains 
why plastic and deforestation are 

problematic, cites real-world 
examples and uses emotive 

language to make her writing 
impactful on her reader. 

Sofiya’s short burst writing 
(right) shows off the very best of 

her super word choices. This 
piece of writing was inspired by 

the trailer of ‘Life of Pie’, where a 
boy finds himself stranded on a 

boat with a tiger. She uses a 
range of complex and 

compound sentences to build 
suspense and engages the 
reader through her use of 

rhetorical questions. Sofiya

Elsie



Ellie

Josh Ha

Another writing focus 
this term was a 

persuasive speech.

Ellie (right) has written 
in a direct tone to 

address her reader. 
She packs her writing 
with reasons why we 
should stop harming 
our planet and she 
uses topic-specific 

vocabulary well. 

Josh (left) writes 
in a super non-
fiction style. He 

includes 
statistics and 

real-word 
examples to 

bring the 
severity of the 
situation to life. 

His choice to use 
‘we’ throughout 
makes this feel 
more impactful 
and reminds us 
that everyone 
has a role to 

play in looking 
after our planet.



Lilly

Megan

Zak

‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrill Boyce is the story of an 11-year-old boy who is 
super tall. Long-legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by 

competing with a group of adults for the chance to go into space. 

Lilly (right) has 
used a super 

range of 
structures in her 
writing, including 
a relative clause, 
fronted adverbial 

and different 
conjunctions. 

What excellent 
cohesion!

Zak (left) incorporates a 
good variety of precise 

adjectives to create a sense 
of wonder for his reader. 

He links his ideas with 
conjunctions and his word 
choices make us want to 

jump into that car!

Megan (right) begins her writing with 
lots of adverbials to control the pace 
and make her reader wait to find out 

what she can see. The excitement 
almost jumps off the page!



Holes is always a firm favourite in Year 6! A young boy named Stanley is

Mia

Noah

Isla

in Year 6! A young boy named Stanley is wrongfully convicted of stealing a 
pair of sneakers and sent to Camp Green Lake, a juvenile detention centre 
in the middle of a desert. For the first half of the spring term, this was our 

focus text to inspire our writing – and it certainly did!

Mia (left) has shown 
lovely elements of 

humour in her 
writing. She uses 

correctly 
punctuated speech 

as well, showing 
character through 
what they say and 

how they say it.

Noah (right) has used 
some interesting 

adjectives to describe the 
camp. He has used 

questions to show what 
the character is thinking 

and even included fronted 
adverbials and hyphens.

Isla (left) begins with 
short sentences for 
impact. I love how 

she simply changes 
one word at a time 
to show how very 
tired Stanley was. 

Her language 
choices make the 

sun seem like a 
vicious nemesis – 

and to poor Stanley 
digging in the 

blistering heat, it is!



Sam

Eryn

The second half of the spring term in Year 6 saw us join 
Shackleton on his epic adventure to cross Antarctica via the 
South Pole – which very quickly became a fight for survival 

as their ship is destroyed by the ice. We wrote narrative 
pieces based on this text, focusing on how to bring the story 

to life for the reader. 

Sam (below) has used a range of structures as he describes 
the men abandoning ship. He even uses a colon for a list.

Eryn (left) writes 
about when the 
Endurance first 

becomes stuck in 
the ice. I like how 
she changes the 

mood of her writing, 
emphasising how 
quickly things can 

change in the frozen 
ocean. Her use of 

personification 
makes the ice seem 

intent on 
destruction.



Holes is a book written by Louis Sachar and has been described as 
a hilarious and powerful story about crime, punishment and 

redemption. Stanley finds himself in the wrong place at the wrong 
time and ends up being sent to a juvenile detention centre over a 
pair of sneakers he didn’t’ even steal. Every day, he has to dig a 

hole that is five foot deep and five foot wide to ‘build character’, but 
Stanley knows the Warden is secretly looking for something. This 

exciting story led to some exceptional pieces of writing. 

Ellis (above) uses a great example of a fronted adverbial to set the scene effectively and 
helps the reader imagine the harsh environment straight away. He makes precise 

vocabulary choices to make the reader feel sorry for poor Stanley digging in the desert.

Jannie (above) moves smoothly from one event to the next – from noticing the dust 
cloud to Stanley returning to digging and ending with a twist of mystery, which leaves 

the reader curious. He uses short sentences to create impact for his reader, too.

Jannie

Ellis



Ernest Shackleton’s most famous adventure was his 
incredible expedition to Antarctica aboard the ship 
Endurance in 1914. We followed his expedition by 

watching a series of clips to help inspire our writing.

Indie (above) has used strong descriptive language to create 
a clear and vivid image in the reader’s mind. She cleverly 
used a simile to add energy and pace to the scene which 
helps the reader imagine the movement of the fog. Her 
adjectives are well chosen to enhance her description.

Indie-Rose (above) has written a powerful and emotional piece about the point in the 
story when the Endurance is finally crushed by the relentless ice. She uses dramatic and 

emotive language which helps the reader feel the loss and pain of the crew. She describes 
the ocean as a living, threatening being through careful language choices to strengthen 

her metaphor.

Indie-Rose

Indie
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