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A celebration of writing 



Welcome to the spring edition of Inspired to 
Write – and it promises to be an exciting 

ride! Zoom off on epic space adventures to 
catch stars and find aliens; hop aboard the 
train and head off on a journey into Milo’s 

imagination; dive into a world where all the 
chocolate disappears and it’s a race 

against time to save it before it’s gone 
forever; watch your step on a Greek quest 
through the labyrinth to slay the legendary 
Minitour; and pack your warmest clothes 
as we venture into the heart of Antarctica 

with Sir Earnest Shackleton. 

The children have worked incredibly hard 
to breathe life into stories and characters, 

so I hope you enjoy every single one! 

Happy reading, 
Mrs Stirling-Wood

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x80uf4m


F2 have enjoyed reading lots of Traditional Tales this Spring 
half term. The Gingerbread Man has proved to be a firm 
favourite in our class with the children using repeated 

language from the story and sequencing the events. The 
children have enjoyed making their own gingerbread men out 

of salt dough, painting, labelling and writing descriptions.

Felicity (left) 
remembered to use 
finger spaces in her 

writing.

Holly

Holly (left) used tricky words ‘she’, 
‘has’ & ‘and’ in her writing.

Karine (right) labelled her 
gingerbread man.

Felicity B



F2 are currently learning about space and have been 
reading Whatever Next by Jill Murphy. The children have 

been acting out the story using a cardboard box, colander, 
wellies and having a picnic with owl on the moon.  They 

have been writing postcards from space.

Matty (left) wrote a postcard 
to Mum from Baby Bear.  He 
wrote neatly on the lines and 

used full stops. 

Matty

Nelly

Nelly (right) has segmented 
and blended the phonemes 

in her words and has 
remembered how to spell 

lots of tricky words. 

Noah

Noah (left) thought of 
his own sentence to 

write and remembered 
the structure for writing 
a letter.  He has formed 
his letters carefully and 

remembered finger 
spaces. 



During the Spring Term, children learnt about space and 
considered the question ‘What’s Beyond the Sky?’ Children 
were inspired to write through engaging with linked texts.

Freyja

Cooper

Ava

Cooper (Right) 
spelt longer 

words to write 
that he would go 
camping and eat 
marshmallows 

with his star.

Freyja (above) formed her 
letters carefully and wrote 

that she would go to the 
park with her star. 

Eadie

Eadie (left) used a 
capital letter and a full 
stop to write that she 

would play on the 
swing with her star.

One of the books we read was 
How to Catch a Star! Children 

made a star to take on an 
adventure and wrote about it.

Ava (left) used tricky word ‘and’ to write 
that she would go to the cinema and eat     

popcorn with her star.



The children designed and described their own 
aliens after we read Here Come The Aliens! 

Freyja (below left) used ascenders and descenders as she 
wrote that her alien would eat snake ice-cream and worms. 

Jacob (above) wrote that Jupiter was the 
largest planet and then read to check that he 

had included all the words in his sentence.

Freyja
Mason

Nola

Jacob

Madison

Madison

Mason (above) remembered finger 
spaces as he wrote that his alien ate 

moths and snails. 

Nola (left) used digraphs to 
describe her mean, hairy alien.

Madison (left) 
described the moon 

and segmented 
descriptive words: 
asteroid and rock.

The children also 
learnt facts about 

space.



Daniel (right) has been working on his 
target to practise orally rehearsing 
his sentences. He has enjoyed using 
visual images to support him when 
constructing sentences. Daniel is 

forming his letters correctly, using 
finger spaces and adding full stops 

without adult support. 

Noah B (left) was inspired by The Train 
Ride by June Crebbin and created his 
own narrative piece about Noah and 
his dad travelling in their car on the 

motorway. Noah described the hot air 
balloon as “bright”, using his phonetic 
knowledge to spell words correctly. 

Oliver (left) has developed the 
natural flair of a writer this term. 
He has been adding adjectives to 
describe the magical chest and 

golden key that captivates Saoirse. 
Oliver also understands how to 

correctly use suffixes, including –
ing and –ed, to differentiate 

between past and present tense. 

In Spring 2, the 
children watched 
Song of the Sea, a 
film about a little 

girl named 
Saoirse, as part of 
their writing unit. 

Daniel

Oliver

Noah B

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x80uf4m


Florence (right) has been working on 
joining her letters correctly and has 

developed great presentation skills as 
a result. She has used adjectives 

effectively to describe the beauty of 
the insects, such as “pretty and pink”, 
which I know, is her favourite colour. 

Earlier in the term, Seth (right) created 
a story map which illustrates all of the 

natural wonders found in his Forest 
School recount. I was impressed to 
see Seth forming detailed sentences 
and using ‘and’ to join his ideas. He 
even used an exclamation mark to 

emphasise how much fun he had den 
building with his friends. 

Milo (above) described his dream trip 
on a golden private jet around the 

world. He used a wealth of 
adjectives, such as “fancy”, to 
capture the reader’s interest.

Seth

Florence

Milo



Ritika (right) uses capitals for both 
the characters’ names. She uses the 

conjunction but correctly to add 
detail to her sentence – but let us 

know it wasn’t all happy and 
exciting! She has punctuated all her 
sentences and is beginning to use ed 

to show past tense. 

Following our 
unit on The Train 

Ride, Maisie 
wrote her own 
journey story.

Maisie

Ritika

Bella
Bella (left) wrote on the line and 

focused on the size of her letters. 
She used a capital for the 

character’s name and used the 
word surprised to show how she 

was feeling. She used the 
conjunctions but and because 

correctly as well. 

Our current story unit 
it based on an Irish 

tale called the ‘Song of 
the Sea’. The children 
wrote about Saoirse’s 

birthday. 

She began with an excellent story 
starter which set the scene.  She used 
capitals for the pronoun ‘I’ and for the 
country Scotland. She made her story 
interesting by using adjectives to add 
extra detail. She tells us that the baby 

highland cows had ‘little horns’ and the 
lambs were ‘soft and squishy’.   

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x80uf4m


Jax (right) has worked hard this year 
and now has great letter formation 

and letter sizing; he is even beginning 
to join some of his letters. His capitals 
stand out and he remembers to use 
a capital for the pronoun ‘I’. He used 
the conjunctions ‘but’ and ‘because’ 
correctly in his sentences and has 

good spelling in his piece.  

Ezra (above) shows his 
understanding of chronology in this 

piece as he uses ‘–ed’ putting the 
event in the past and ‘After that’ to 

order the things he did at Forest 
School. He has excellent joined up 

writing and uses adjectives to 
describe what he saw through the 
binoculars as ‘dark and shadowy’.

Jax

Eliza (below) has written a super piece 
about making binoculars and singing 
the banana song with Mrs B. She uses 
capitals to start all her sentences, the 

pronoun ‘I’ and for Tuesday. She 
punctuates her sentences correctly, 

even using question marks.

Ezra

Eliza



This half term, we have based our writing around a fascinating book called 
‘Milo Imagines the World’. The story follows a little boy called Milo, who 

travels on a busy train with his big sister. On their journey, Milo sees lots of 
different people and imagines their lives to be exciting and extraordinary. 

Isabel (left) started our topic by 
using interesting verbs to describe 

the bustling train station Milo was in. 
She described how Milo felt and 

what he was thinking.

Isabel

George

George (below) used a variety of 
exciting adjectives to describe a 
little boy that Milo sees on the 

train. He also used conjunctions 
extend his sentences. 

Orla (above) added lots of extra detail 
to set the scene of Milo leaving the train. 

She used exclamation marks, rule of 
three, conjunctions, and even a simile!

Orla



Caleb (right) described Milo 
leaving the train and entering 

a frantic, bustling, crowded 
and crazy city! He used these 

great adjectives alongside 
commas in a list.

Caleb

Sophia (left) set the scene 
of Milo leaving the train 
by using lots of different 
and new adjectives and 

verbs to describe the 
people Milo saw. She also 

used an exclamation 
sentence to show how 

nervous Milo was feeling!

Sophia

Franciszek (above) retold his exciting trip to Poland through 
lots of different verbs and adjectives. He told us how he gets 

there, the fun things he does there and what he eats!

Earlier in the year, we 
explored a text called ‘This 

Is How We Do It’, which 
told the story of the lives of 
different children from all 

around the world.

Franciszek 



Year 2 have recently really enjoyed a fiction book 
called ‘Milo Imagines the World’. They loved the story 
being all about a little boy who takes a journey on a 

busy underground train. He looks around at all of the 
other passengers and let’s his imagination get to work! 

This inspired the children to use their own 
imaginations to describe passengers and even other 

journeys that their own characters might go on. 

Oakley (left) used his own 
imagination to picture what 
Milo could be thinking of. He 

used adjectives and the suffix 
‘ful’ really well in his writing. 

Anastasia (above) writes about the nurse with great descriptions. Her 
handwriting is beautifully joined and well presented. She also includes 

conjunctions to extend her sentences and an apostrophe. 

Oliver (below) used lots of 
his chotting ideas to write 

about what Milo might have 
noticed. He used adjectives 

really well and included 
commas in a list correctly. 
Oliver’s writing also used a 
question sentence to end 

Milo’s thoughts. 

Oakley

Anastasia 

Oliver 



Julian (left) uses his joined 
handwriting to present his 

work. He includes 
adjectives using the suffix 

‘est’ really clearly to 
describe the passengers on 

board. He also uses an 
adverb ‘happily’ to describe 

the character’s actions. 

Jasmine’s (right) writing 
beautifully tells us what it 
must’ve been like on the 
train when the dancers 

arrived! She describes them 
so well using adjectives and 

then verbs to tell us what 
they were doing.

Clayton tells us about 
when Milo and his sister 
leave the train. He uses 

adjectives with commas in 
a list to tell us how busy 
the station was. Clayton 
also uses subordinating 

conjunctions and verbs to

Julian

Jasmine 

Clayton  

tell us about 
what Milo and 

his sister 
were doing. 



In our history lessons, we have been learning about Ancient Greece, the 
similarities and differences between those ancient times and our Modern 

Day lives. During both reading and writing lessons, we have explored myths 
from the time and used this to inspire our writing.

Bo (left) has used powerful 
adjectives and adverbs to 

hook the reader when 
explaining the plight of the 

young Athenians. He 
introduces us to the young 

hero, Theseus, who is 
determined to defeat the 
minotaur once and for all! 

Tobias (above) has used subordinate clauses and emotive language to 
show King Aegeus’ devastation when Theseus returns home from Crete. 

Caught up in his celebrations, he forgets to change the colour of the ships 
sail to signal he is safe and well. He has used adverbial phrases and 

speech to deepen the moment.

Tobias

Bo



In Year 3, we have been getting creative in 
our own independent writes. This gives the 
writer the opportunity to showcase their 

imaginations and flair for writing!

Ada (left) wrote a gripping 
story based on the book 

Flood. This book was a great 
opportunity for the children 
to use their imaginations as 

it is a wordless book. Ada 
has used a variety of 

grammatical features, 
including adverbial phrases 

and verbs, to create an 
enthralling tale about the 

day a giant storm came to 
school! 

Bonnie (below) has used 
dialogue to move her story 

along. She writes the difficult 
conversation the parents 
were having as the flood 
approached their home. 

Bonnie 

Ada  



As part of our narrative writing this term, we studied The Flood . Through this, 
the children explored a range of narrative and descriptive writing techniques, 

which they then applied to their own writing.

Savannah (left) has 
extended her sentence 
using ‘because’ and has 

written about the 
character’s feelings.

Daniel (right) has used 
adverbs in his writing 

to relay the 
devastating impact 

that the storm is 
having upon his 

character.

Amelia (left) has 
used an adverbial 

phrase in her 
writing and has 

considered what 
the character may 

be doing

Zac (right) has extended 
his sentence using 

‘because’ and thought 
about what may help to 
comfort the character.



During the latter part of this term, we have been exploring the Greek Myth of 
Theseus and the Minotaur. The children have developed a range of writing 

skills and applied them effectively in their own work. They have been 
encouraged to expand on their ideas, helping to challenge themselves and 

strive towards becoming exceptional writers.

Harry (above) has thought 
carefully about the story opening 

and included adjectives to 
describe the two kings.

Darwin (right) has used 
adverbials to describe a place 

and described what he noticed 
about the Minotaur in detail.

Charlotte (left) has written about 
Ariadne’s thoughts and feelings. 
She has included a simile and a 

range of conjunctions in her story.

Harry

Darwin

Charlotte

Alex

Alex (below) has thought 
carefully about his writing and 
included a rhetorical question 



One of our pieces of writing is based on ‘The Great 
Chocoplot’ by Chris Callaghan. It’s about a girl called 
Jelly who lives in a world where chocolate suddenly 

disappears and her attempt to solve the mystery.

Alexander (left) uses 
interesting vocabulary. He 
has used expanded noun 

phrases to add extra detail. 
In addition, the work shows 
good effort with punctuation 
and sentence structure, and 

the ideas are clearly 
organised so the reader can 
follow what Jelly is doing in 

the story. 

Georgia (right) has used 
interesting vocabulary, 

which helps to make her 
writing engaging and 

enjoyable for the reader. 
She has also attempted to 

include direct speech, 
which helps show the 

characters’ thoughts and 
reactions in the story. In 

addition, her writing 
shows good imagination 

and creativity

Alexander

Georgia



Gut Garden by Katie Brosnan is a non-fiction book that 
explains the tiny living things called microbes that live 
inside our bodies. It shows how these microbes help 

keep us healthy by helping with digestion, fighting 
germs and supporting our immune system.

George O.SGeorge (right) used 
ambitious 

vocabulary, which 
helps make the ideas 
more interesting for 

the reader. His 
dialogue shows what 

the characters are 
thinking, and he has 

used ‘sighed’ to show 
that Gran was fed up.

Jacob

Jacob (below) has shown good effort in explaining his 
ideas clearly, helping the reader understand what is 
happening in the text. His writing also shows he has 

made thoughtful 
vocabulary 

choices which help 
make the 

explanation more 
interesting and 

engaging. In 
addition, Jacob 

has demonstrated 
good organisation 
of ideas, allowing 
the writing to flow 

in a clear and 
logical way.



Ewan C 
Earlier in the term, the 

children were 
introduced to the 

exciting text The Great 
Chocoplot by Chris 

Callaghan. The story 
follows Jelly Wellington 

as she investigates a 
mysterious chocolate 

shortage. The humour, 
action and suspense 

captured the children’s 
imagination and 

inspired their writing.
Ewan C (above) has used a range of adjectives to 
vividly describe the chocolate, making his writing 
engaging for the reader. He also included a lovely 
fronted adverbial, which is punctuated correctly 

with a comma.

Poppy (above) effectively used a time adverbial to structure her ideas and 
show the passing of time. She incorporated descriptive adjectives to 

enhance the reader’s image of the chocolate. The writing also included a 
subordinate clause along with personification, adding creativity and depth 

to the description.

Poppy



This term, the children explored a chronological report. We 
linked this learning to our previous science unit on the 

digestive system, using Gut Garden to help the children 
understand the journey food takes through the body.

Freya (above) used imaginative vocabulary and well-chosen adjectives to 
bring her writing to life for the reader. She also included a simile, which makes 

her writing interesting and helps the reader visualise the process clearly.

This term, the 
children also 

focused on writing 
instructions. 

Nancy (left) clearly 
explained the 

steps needed to 
build a snowman, 

using time 
adverbials to 
sequence her 

ideas and effective 
word choices.

Dray (above) clearly explained how a seed grows into a plant. He used time 
adverbials to organise the stages of the process and includes a simile to help 

bring his explanation to life for the reader.

Freya

Nancy

Dray



Soren (left) writes 
persuasively about 

plastic pollution, 
opening with rhetorical 

questions that 
immediately engage 
the reader. His use of 

inclusive language 
such as “we” 

encourages the reader 
to feel responsible for 
making a difference. 

Nadia (right) creates an engaging 
narrative inspired by Cosmic by 

Frank Cottrell Boyce, following the

Angel (left) creates an engaging 
narrative inspired by Cosmic, 
drawing the reader into the 

action from the very beginning. 
She uses onomatopoeia 
effectively to bring key 

moments to life, while repetition 
helps emphasise the excitement 

and tension within the scene. 

characters of Liam and 
Flora. She uses 

parentheses effectively 
to add extra detail for 
the reader, while her 

use of a relative clause 
shows confident 

sentence construction. 

Soren

Nadia

Angel



Oliver (left) creates an 
engaging narrative in 
which his character is 
mistaken for an adult 

and finds himself 
preparing to board a 

plane. He demonstrates 
confident control of 
sentence structure, 

using commas, 
brackets and dashes 

for parenthesis to add 
extra detail for the 

reader. Fronted 
adverbials and relative 
clauses help organise 
his ideas clearly, while 

his descriptive 
language helps bring 
the setting and action 

to life.

Mila (below) develops an imaginative piece inspired by The Martian, exploring 
how her character might survive while stranded on Mars. She uses rhetorical 

Oliver

Milaquestions effectively 
to engage the 

reader and 
encourage them to 

think about the 
challenges her 

character faces. 
Parentheses are 

used confidently to 
add extra 

information, helping 
to clarify and 

expand her ideas 
for the reader.



Rio (right) wrote an 
effective paragraph 

about her 
determination to be 

rescued when 
stranded on Mars. 

She used repetition 
effectively as well as 
rhetorical questions 

to express her 
thoughts.

Harper (left) wrote about 
the adrenaline her 

character felt when they 
were driving a Porsche. 
She used commas in a 
list effectively and was 

able to use adjectives to 
describe the sounds that 
they heard as they were 
driving through the city 

streets.

We began the term learning how to write a diary 
entry. The focus was imagining they were 
someone who had been stranded on Mars.

The story Cosmic was 
our inspiration for writing 

a narrative. A chapter 
about a character 

pretending to be an adult 
encouraged creativity.

Rio

Harper



Chloe (right) wrote an effective 
paragraph about the damage plastic 

pollution courses. She used some 
fantastic emotive vocabulary as well 

as some negative adverbs to vary her 
sentence openers.

Noah (left) used some effective 
rhetorical questions to hook the 

reader at the beginning of his hard-
hitting statistics paragraph. He also 
used fronted adverbials followed by 

commerce to vary his sentence 
openers.

Plastic pollution was the topic for our 
persuasive writing this term.

Chloe 

Noah 

Fraser 

Fraser (right) also used some 
effective rhetorical questions to 

hook the reader at the beginning of 
his hard-hitting statistics 

paragraph. He also used fronted 
adverbials followed by commas to 

vary his sentence openers



Elijah 

Josh F 

For The Birds is a short 
animation that we have 

used as a stimulus to 
show character and 

dialogue in our writing. 
We focused on creating 

positive and negative 
moods in writing, as well 

as showing character 
emotions.

Elijah (above) described the birds’ appearance beautifully, creating a clear 
image for the reader. He uses alliteration to control how his work reads. 

Josh F (right) shows 
character well in his 

writing, telling us that 
the little bird rolled his 
eyes and tapped his 

foot, making his reader 
feel sorry for grumpy 

Birdy.



Ellie 

Prudence 

Casper 

Shackleton’s Journey is an epic 
adventure across the frozen 
wasteland of Antarctica. The 
crew face an unimaginable 

battle for survival – and this has 
certainly inspired some 

excellent writing. 

Prudence (left) writes about 
the constant battle with the 

ice. She uses rhetorical 
questions to create doubt, as 
well as precise word choices. 

Ellie (above) uses 
personification to bring ton 

life the moment that the 
Endurance is crushed by the 

ice. Her use of short 
sentences creates impact, 

especially at the end. 

Casper (right) describes how 
awful camping on the 

melting ice was. He creates 
cohesion beautifully.



This term, we have been using Shackleton’s Journey to 
inspire our writing. The book tells the true story of Ernest 

Shackleton, who put together a crew to sail on a ship called 
the Endurance. Their goal was to become the first team to 

successfully complete a trans-Antarctic expedition.

Bobby (above) has been working hard to stretch his vocabulary, and by 
choosing words like monstrous, descended, shrouded and frantic you can 
see his hard work has paid off. He creates atmosphere and builds tension 

by using phrases like, ‘shrouded the small boat’ and ‘dark world’.

In this piece of writing, Rosie (above) creates vivid 
pictures in the reader’s mind by describing the sea 

in a dramatic way. She also includes a simile 
perfectly to add impact and help the reader 

almost hear the storm.

Bobby 

Rosie 



Emme (above) has really thought about her vocabulary choices to help 
create atmosphere in her writing. Choosing words like perilous, and 

menacing show the reader how terrible the storm was.  

William (above) has used personification in his piece of writing. In doing this, 
he has given the fog a human-like power. This makes it sound dangerous 

and alive. Using pared adjectives “mysterious and gloomy, brutal and 
terrifying” builds intensity and emphasizes how threatening the situation is.

In this piece of writing Grace (above) shifts her writing from danger to 
safety showing a strong control of atmosphere. Her choices of phrases like 

‘their hearts were filled with peace once again’ show us how the 
characters are feeling and this helps the reader feel more connected.

Emme 

Grace 

William 
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